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At  His  Kiij>i‘av(‘i‘s  Desk. 


James  Smillie 


I5y  ^rhonias  F.  Morris 


It  is  not  unusual  for  an  individual  to  be  immortalized  after  his  hands  are  stilled;  but 
during  the  course  of  James  Smillie’s  life  his  pre-eminence  and  skill  were  fully  recognized 
by  his  intimates  and  by  others  closely  associated  \A  ith  him  in  his  work  for  the  bank  note 
engraving  companies.  A keener  appreciation  of  his  work  is  experienced  by  students  of  the 
art  of  steel  plate  engraving  when  they  realize  that  there  have  been  few  men  equal  to  the 
task  of  engraving  any  work  which  has  a brilliance  equal  to  that  of  James  Smillie’s. 

As  we  look  into  the  career  of  this  great  engraver  we  are  impressed  by  the  tremendous 
amount  of  work  which  he  completed.  We  feel  spellbound  by  its  compelling  force  and 
wonder  that  the  hands  of  any  one  individual  could  have  created  so  many  fine  and  delicate 
designs  on  steel. 

We  find  that  his  personality  and  talents  were  implanted  in  the  souls  of  his  children, 
and  the  life  of  James  Smillie  could  hardly  be  written  without  in  some  way  injecting  into 
it  the  prominence  attained  by  his  four  sons,  all  of  whom,  with  one  exception  (Charles) 
followed  to  a great  extent  the  ambitions  of  their  father.  James  David,  an  outstanding 
engraver,  designer  and  etcher,  also  did  meritorious  work  with  the  brush  in  both  water 
colors  and  oils;  another  son,  William  Main,  a designer,  engraver  and  business  executive; 
climbed  to  the  heights  of  his  career  in  the  development  of  bank  note  design  and  engraving; 
and  a third  son,  (jeorge  Henry,  was  a celebrated  landscape  painter,  both  in  water  color 
and  oil.  I'he  lives  of  father  and  sons  were  entwined  to  such  an  extent  that  they  represent 
one  of  the  most  Imposing,  if  not  the  greatest,  array  of  talent  ever  possessed  by  an  American 
family  in  similar  lines  of  endeavor.  His  younger  brother  William  Cumming  Smillie  (1813- 
1908)  was  a prominent  letter  engraver  and  bank  note  company  executive. 
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1 here  has  been  keen  fascination  in  recording  the  life  of  this  noble  man  due  to  the 
esteem  and  respect  which  Thomas  F.  Morris,  Sr.,  the  father  of  the  writer,  held  not  only 
for  James  Smillie,  Sr.,  but  also  for  James  David  and  William  Alain  Smillie.  The  latter 
was  largely  responsible  for  what  success  the  writer’s  father  enjoyed  in  the  kindred  arts  of 
bank  note  engraving  and  design.  If  this  biography  proves  as  interesting  to  others  as  the 
preparation  of  it  has  been  for  the  writer,  he  is  certain  that  the  work  will  not  be  in  vain. 

James  Smillie  bequeathed  to  America  some  of  the  finest  examples  of  line  engraving  on 
steel,  when  during  the  19th  Century  this  branch  of  art  played  a prominent  part  in  the 
production  of  bank  notes  and  was  the  important  factor  in  pictorial  reproduction.  He  was 
not  only  among  the  pioneers  of  pictorial  engraving  in  this  country,  but  also  was  among  the 
last  of  those  who  attained  prominence  and  distinction  in  that  no^^'  outmoded  art  which  had 
been  honored  the  world  over  for  more  than  four  generations. 

A Native  of  Scotland 

This  great  artist  was  born  on  November  23,  1807,  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  the  third 
in  a family  of  nine  children.  James  Smillie’s  earliest  recollection  as  a lad  was  of  standing 
wi  th  h is  mother  near  the  Old  Iron  Church,  High  Street,  Edinburgh,  watching  the  42nd 
Regiment  Highlanders  enter  the  City  after  their  recent  victories  at  the  Battle  of  Waterloo. 
The  small  remnant  of  the  disabled  Regiment,  the  tattered  colors,  soiled  and  torn  uniforms, 
the  roll  of  drums,  the  shrill  notes  of  the  bag-pipes,  and  the  wild  shouting  of  the  excited 
crowds  created  a lasting  impression  upon  this  lad  of  seven  years.  Although  he  was  born 
in  Scotland  his  work  is  distinctively  an  American  product,  and  its  importance  has  been 
given  a place  of  high  rank  in  the  annals  of  American  institutions. 

The  father  of  James,  David  Smillie,  was  born  in  Edinburgh  in  1781.  In  his  early 
years  he  was  trained  as  a silversmith  and  later  in  life  became  a manufacturing  jeweler  in 
his  native  city.  He  was  an  eminent  authority  on  the  subject  of  precious  stones  and 
minerals  as  well  as  on  the  Natural  History  of  Scotland  and  he  attained  considerable  dis- 
tinction in  these  subjects.  He  left  evidence  of  a remarkable  ability  to  model  intricate  forms 
and  designs  in  relief.  David  Smillie’s  work  as  a silversmith  made  its  impression  on  his 
son,  James,  who,  as  a youngster,  was  ahvays  thrilled  to  see  riches  in  the  bags  of  gold  and 
silver  coin  which  were  purchased  for  melting. 

James  Smillie’s  mother,  Elizabeth  Gumming,  also  was  born  in  Edinburg  in  the  year 
1782.  Both  his  father  and  mother  were  God-fearing  people,  strong  in  character,  highlv 
cultured;  and  these  qualities  exerted  a strong  influence  upon  the  life  of  this  celebrated 
engraver. 

The  records  show'  that  Scotland  was  producing  a great  many  fine  engravers,  some  of 
W'hom  migrated  to  America  during  the  latter  part  of  the  i8th  Century  and  the  early  19th 
Century.  Engraving  had  been  for  many  years  a profession  of  high  standing  and  the  art 
w'as  then  gaining  In  prominence  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

In  his  youth  James  Smillie  exhibited  unusual  talent  for  drawdng  and  design,  and  it 
was  by  sharp  observation  in  his  father’s  establishment  In  Edinburgh,  that  he  first  became 
familiar  wdth  the  use  of  the  graver,  or  burin.  He  found  adventure  in  w'atching  the 
creation  of  silver  teapots  and  coffee  urns  of  intricate  designs  executed  by  his  father  and  by 
other  craftsmen  under  his  father’s  direction.  For  many  years  his  father  had  been  inter- 
ested in  traveling  to  foreign  lands  in  search  of  adventure  in  the  field  of  mineralogy.  The 
lure  of  research  in  this  field  occupied  much  of  his  time  and  exerted  painful  toll  on  the 
fortunes  of  his  silverw'are  engraving  business.  During  one  such  journey  to  Norway  his 
long  absence  from  home  caused  his  family  great  suffering  and  a thriving  silversmith  busi- 
ness, left  in  the  hands  of  others,  fell  to  ruin. 

At  the  early  age  of  eleven  James  had  a strong  desire  to  become  employed  in  some  way 
In  order  to  help  his  mother.  In  carrying  out  this  ambition  he  took  his  father’s  graver  and 
amused  himself  by  cutting  figures  of  various  kinds  on  a piece  of  sheet  lead.  Much  of  his 
spare  time  was  occupied  in  this  manner  and  it  gradually  aroused  in  him  an  ambition  to 
become  an  engraver.  He  urged  his  mother  to  find  a place  where  he  could  learn  the 
business  but  she  laughed  at  him,  saying  that  he  was  much  too  young  to  go  to  work  and 
must  await  his  father’s  return.  He  continued  his  appeal,  but  she  managed  to  dissuade 
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him  tor  a loii^  time.  His  patience  finally  became  exhausted;  he  was  not  willinj^  to  await 
his  father’s  return  but  determined  to  take  thinj^s  into  his  own  hands  and  search  for  a master. 

1 here  were  no  schools  in  Edinburgh  for  training  in  the  art  of  steel  engraving,  so  it 
was  necessary  for  a novice  to  be  taught  under  an  apprenticeship  contract  for  a year  or 
more  by  someone  already  established,  someone  who  would  be  willing  to  sacrifice  sufficient 
time  and  energy  to  teach  the  many  intricacies  of  the  profession.  In  such  instances  the 
engraver  was  paid  a fee  for  his  training  of  the  boy.  I'his  oliligation,  of  course,  usually 
fell  upon  the  parents  or  some  other  person  interested  in  the  student’s  welfare,  and  no 
iloubt  many  talents  and  ambitions  were  destroyed  for  lack  of  the  necessary  funds  for  study. 
If  the  youth  exhibited  promise  as  a student  and  there  were  funds  for  additional  study,  the 
instructor-engraver  would  renew  the  contract  for  longer  periods. 

James  had  made  up  his  mind  definitely  to  study  the  art  of  engraving,  though  he  did 
not  know  one  type  of  engraving  from  another.  Nevertheless,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
in  1819,  James  entered  the  studio  of  James  Johnston,  of  Edinburgh,  a well-known  silver 
engraver,  who  was  to  give  James  instruction.  During  his  apprenticeship  he  had  little 
opportunity  to  do  much  engraving  because,  as  the  youngest  boy  in  the  establishment,  he 
had  to  run  with  messages  and  do  many  odd  jobs.  He  had  been  under  James  Johnston’s 
tutelage  but  ten  months,  however,  when  his  instructor  died  and  James  was  forced  to 
seek  other  means  of  instruction.  His  father,  having  returned  home,  by  this  time  recog- 
nized the  boy’s  ambition,  and  prevailed  upon  Edward  Mitchell,  a general  picture  engraver 
in  Edinburgh,  to  allow  the  boy  to  enter  his  studio;  but  during  his  short  term  of  service, 
less  than  a year,  James’  achievements  were  confined  to  a few  close  copy  drawings  from 
heads.  His  aspirations  for  his  work  were  then  interrupted  by  his  parents  who  had  decided 
to  leave  their  native  Scotland  and  migrate  to  America. 

His  father’s  brother,  James,  had  already  established  himself  as  a successful  goldsmith 
and  jeweler  in  Quebec,  and  his  father  was  determined  to  join  him.  In  those  days  it 
required  courage  and  resolution  to  cross  the  Atlantic  in  a sailing  vessel,  and  still  more 
courage  to  break  with  the  old  life  of  known  conditions  and  embark  upon  the  uncertain 
adventure  of  making  a living  in  untried  surroundings,  ^'rusting  in  (lod  to  lead  them  all 
to  a safe  and  lasting  refuge,  the  elder  Smillie  sailed  with  his  wife  and  eight  children  from 
Leith  on  the  20th  of  April,  1821,  on  the  brig  “Neptune”  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Bell.  I'hey  reached  Quebec  forty  six  days  later,  on  the  6th  of  June.  There  was  no 
luxury  and  little  comfort  on  the  poorly  equipped  sailing  ships  of  that  time.  The  brigs 
were  small,  every  available  space  on  board  ship  was  taken,  and  the  passengers  were 
packed  in  veritable  herds.  The  fare  provided  for  transport  and  water  only,  and  each 
passenger  was  expected  to  bring  on  board  his  own  food  for  the  journey  and  cook  it  him- 
self at  the  galley  which  stood  on  deck  between  the  fore  and  the  main  masts.  A certain 
number  of  the  weaker  ones  died  for  lack  of  the  opportunity  to  cook  their  food.  Anyone 
who  had  miscalculated  the  length  of  the  journey  and  failed  to  take  sufficient  food  stood  a 
fair  chance  of  starving,  unless  others  with  more  plentiful  rations  were  charitable  enough 
to  come  to  their  rescue  before  reaching  America. 

During  the  crossing,  James’  father  was  thrown  from  his  feet  by  a lurch  of  the  vessel 
during  one  of  the  storms  and  received  physical  injuries  which  not  only  crippled  him  for 
the  rest  of  his  life  but  also  brought  that  life  to  an  untimely  close.  Later  the  burden  of 
supporting  their  mother  and  young  brothers  and  sisters  rested  upon  the  shoulders  of  James 
and  his  older  brother,  David. 

^'he  determination  and  courage  which  were  exhibited  by  James’  parents  in  coming  to 
America  were  later  demonstrated  in  the  attainments  of  their  sons;  for  the  United  States 
has  derived  a rich  heritage  in  the  works  left  by  the  descendants  of  this  intrepid  Scotchman. 

It  is  of  interest  to  record  at  this  point  that  James  Smillie  in  later  life  produced  many 
forceful  marine  views  on  steel,  notable  among  which  were  those  portraying  the  seas  in  the 
midst  of  violent  gales  and  tempests.  The  vitalized  force  with  which  he  reproduced  the 
raging  sea  and  the  magical  tones  with  which  these  scenes  were  interpreted,  indicated  his 
ability  to  record  faithfully  in  his  mind  the  actual  experience  of  this  memorable  crossing 
of  the  Atlantic  when  he  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age. 
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The  Adriatic — Engraved  by  James  Smillie  After  1861  (A) 


His  First  Engraving  Finn 

James,  while  in  his  father’s  employ  in  Quebec,  was  encouraged  to  continue  his  en- 
graving activities;  but  he  was  cramped  for  space  in  his  father’s  shop,  was  required  to  use 
a barrel  for  a table  and  he  engraved  letters  with  a bit  of  copper  and  a graver  set.  His 
uncle  also  encouraged  him  in  his  work  by  bringing  from  his  jewelry  establishment  certain 
articles  to  be  engraved,  and  within  a short  time  he  had  risen  from  engraving  names  on 
rings  and  cyphers  on  spoons  to  the  engraving  of  visiting  cards.  As  he  advanced,  other 
branches  of  commercial  engraving  followed,  and  his  aesthetic  taste  was  steadily  develop- 
ing. Inspiration,  coupled  with  tremendous  determination,  encouraged  him  to  join  his 
elder  brother,  David,  who  had  just  finished  his  apprenticeship  in  the  jewelry  business,  in 
opening  an  engraving  shop  of  their  own. 

One  of  young  James  Smillie’s  earliest  engravings  was  a Sunday  School  Award  (or 
mark  of  merit)  published  by  W.  Gald,  Schoolmaster,  Hope  Street,  Quebec.  It  is  dated 
March  1823  and  the  following  notation  appears  on  the  print: 

tuas  six  weeks  engraving  this  plate  for  which  I received  ten  dollars 

The  men  and  officers  of  the  regiment  garrisoned  at  Quebec  provided  much  Avork  for 
the  new  engraving  establishment,  for  they  required  military  ornaments  and  crests  for 
fine  harness.  Members  of  the  Tandem  Club,  in  that  city,  also  became  interested  in  the 
fine  work  turned  out  hy  this  partnership  and  ordered  models  of  new  crests.  Such  designs 
were  first  modelled  in  wax  from  which  a brass  stamp  was  cast;  then,  in  very  thin  silver 

or  brass  plate,  the  crests  were  “struck  up.” 

At  about  this  time  James  showed  marked  ability  in  using  the  graver  with  elaborate 
care  to  produce  intricate  scenes  upon  snuH  boxes  and  other  silverware  pieces,  and  in 


(A)  Editorial  Note — After  a drawing  by  Charles  Parsons  of  tlie  S.  S.  Adriatic  sJ'SS  tons,  built  in  iS>() 
for  R.  W Collins  I't  Co.  This  vifinette  v\as  used  on  the  $10.00  banknote  of  the  "Citizens  Hank  of 
Louisiana”  in  New  Orleans  and  also  in  i86s  on  a policy  of  the  Adriatic  Insurance  Co.  of  N.  "S’.  Later  the 
reduced  size  was  used  on  the  I’.  S.  1869  12  cents  postaite  stamp,  and  in  1874  on  Peru  postatic  due  stamps 
of  fiv'e  different  denominations. 

(i)  From  his  handwritten  Autohio.uraphy,  written  by  James  Smillie  about  1882,  at  the  aue  of  seventy 
five,  and  not  known  to  have  previously  appeared  in  print. 
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filling:  the  incised  lines  with  a black  alloy  after  the  manner  of  the  old  Italian  Niellos. 
His  father,  knowinfj  the  process  of  silver  platinjj  practiced  at  that  time,  was  of  valuable 
help  to  him.  During  the  day  James  was  required  to  work  behind  a forge  and  in  the 
miilst  of  blowing  bellows,  ringing  anvil  and  many  other  distracting  sounds,  his  work  was 
done  under  the  most  difficult  conditions.  Much  of  his  work,  therefore,  was  done  after 
hours;  and  as  his  ambition  to  engrave  and  draw  pictures  grew,  he  began  to  devote  bis 
spare  time  to  work  in  tbe  finer  arts.  It  was  during  this  period  that  James  engraved  a 
map  of  Upper  Canada  on  three  separate  plates  measuring  six  feet  long  and  three  feet 
wide.  1 he  engraving  was  completed  after  three  laborious  months  and  for  it  he  received 
$120.00.  1 he  only  print  James  had  of  this  engraving  was  destroyed  by  fire  when  his 

uncle’s  house  burned. 

An  officer  of  tbe  garrison,  interested  in  his  welfare,  loaned  him  copies  of  two  views 
of  Dalhousie  Castle,  Scotland,  and  James  set  to  work  engraving  them  on  copper.  Prints 
from  these  engravings  were  later  hand  colored  by  a young  officer  who  presented  them  to 
Lord  Dalhousie,  then  (jovernor  of  Canada.  He  was  encouraged  by  the  officers  to  make 
engravings  of  Canailian  views,  but  after  their  publication  he  found  it  difficult  to  sell  them; 
furthermore  he  could  discover  no  artist  who  could  furnish  the  necessary  drawings  from 
which  to  make  engravings. 

He  was  not  discouraged,  however,  and  wdth  a genuine  will  to  succeed  he  continued  to 
make  his  owai  drawings  in  lead  pencil.  Twai  of  his  large  and  elaborate  drawings  copied 
from  “the  Holy  Family”  and  “(jaston  de  Foi,”  were  framed  and  presented  to  Lady 
Dalhousie,  an  amateur  wdio  was  somewdiat  skilled  in  the  fine  arts.  She  w’as  so  impressed 
w'i  th  James’  work  that  she  sent  for  him  and  after  thanking  him  gave  him  some  instruction 
In  sepia  sketching  in  w'ater  color. 

In  the  hope  of  Increasing  their  Income,  the  father  and  sons  moved  to  a more  accessible 
section  of  the  city.  A large  signboard  painted  by  James  in  gold  leaf  letters  carried  tbe 
firm’s  name — David  Srnillie  Sons,  Jewelers,  Silver  Platers  and  Engravers . Here  they 
received  a contract  to  make  new  mountings  for  the  bayonet  scabbards  of  an  entire  regiment, 
and  this  commission  provided  them  with  work  over  a long  period.  It  was  at  this  time 
that  the  House  of  Assembly  gave  them  an  order  to  engrave  a map  of  the  Valley  of  St. 
John,  to  indicate  the  boundary  line  in  dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  For 
this  piece  of  fine  work  James  was  presented  with  a silver  medal  by  tbe  Royal  Society 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  tbe  society,  h'ollowdng  this,  James  engraved  a large  plate  of  the  new  Roman 
Catholic  Parish  Church,  Montreal;  but  bis  most  daring  undertaking  of  all  was  a plate 
12  by  1 8 inches  for  the  Ursuline  Convent  which  took  him  six  months  to  complete,  and 
for  which  he  received  but  $40.00. 

Captain  Young  of  the  Royal  Artillery  and  Aide  de  Camp  of  Lord  Dalhousie,  was  a 
frequent  visitor  to  the  Srnillie  shop.  He  and  Colonel  Cockburn,  of  the  same  company,  had 
an  aptitude  for  art  wdiich  included  a knowledge  of  sketching  in  water  colors  and  of 
etching.  Both  officers  were  interested  in  James’  welfare  and  anxious  for  him  to  devote 
his  spare  time  to  engraving  certain  Canadian  landscapes  for  the  purpose  of  starting  a 
publication.  I'hat  project,  however,  failed  to  materialize. 


Tlie  Voyage  to  England 

Captain  Young  had  more  than  a friendly  interest  in  James  and  one  day  told  him 
that  if  he  desired  to  go  to  London  to  increase  his  knowledge  of  engraving.  Lord  Dalhousie 
was  willing  to  furnish  free  passage  to  England  on  board  a transport  then  lying  in  the 
river.  T here  was  no  engraver  in  Canada  at  that  time  who  could  impart  the  knowTedge 
either  of  landscape  or  portrait  engraving,  which  was  necessary  to  the  career  he  had  now 
set  out  to  pursue.  He  was  overjoyed  by  such  a tempting  offer,  but  be  refused  at  first  to 
consider  it  because  of  his  responsibilities  to  bis  family  and  to  his  business.  Nevertheless, 
with  such  an  opportunity  as  this  in  view,  his  family  prevailed  upon  him  to  take  advantage 
of  it,  outweighing  his  own  reluctance  to  take  the  decisive  step. 

On  the  iith  day  of  October,  1827,  he  received  a communication  stating  that  he  must 
be  on  the  ship  Heyden  that  day,  as  she  was  to  sail  immediately.  He  hurriedly  packed 
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all  he  had  to  carry  and  boarded  the  vessel  that  day,  a Sunday,  but  did  not  set  sail  until  the 
following  T.  uesday.  During  these  two  days  his  family  and  friends  came  on  board  to  see 
him  and  his  Aunt  Smillie,  realizing  that  his  means  were  limited,  placed  three  sovereigns 
in  his  pocket.  It  was  a trying  ordeal  for  him  to  leave  his  family  and  friends  to  go  to 
London  where  he  had  no  acquaintance,  but  he  had  several  letters  of  introduction  and  even 
after  the  vessel  was  under  sail,  a small  boat  came  alongside  with  a letter  from  Lord 
Dalhousie  addressed  to  Mr.  Aiken,  Secretary  of  the  Society  of  Fine  Arts,  London.  The 
next  morning  they  sailed  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  banks  of  which  were  covered  with 
snow,  and,  with  storm  sails  set,  the  vessel  continued  her  journey  beyond  the  sight  of  land. 
The  storm  continued  during  the  forty  days’  crossing  and  James  took  advantage  of  the 
time  by  doing  engraving  for  English  officers  who  were  returning  to  their  native  land,  and 
who,  curiously  enough,  wanted  certain  articles  engraved  on  the  high  seas.  After  an 
uneventful  voyage  of  a month  and  ten  days  they  entered  the  English  Channel  and  later, 
when  passing  the  Isle  of  Wight,  found  everything  green  and  beautiful;  a strong  contrast 
to  the  drab  and  bleak  setting  which  had  marked  their  departure  from  Canada  a few 
weeks  before. 

Smillie’s  Searcli  fcor  Imstmictioii  m ILomdoe 

James  arrived  in  Portsmouth  on  the  15th  of  November  and  had  to  wait  until  the 
following  day  for  passage  by  stage  coach  to  London.  His  interest  in  engravings  drew  him 
to  a book  shop  in  Portsmouth  where  he  purchased  a copy  of  “The  Amulet”  for  1828,  a 
publication  containing  engravings  which  were  popular  in  those  days.  At  first  he  thought 
he  could  not  afford  to  own  such  a book  but  the  temptation  finally  proved  too  great. 

The  next  morning  he  boarded  the  stage  coach  for  London  and  from  the  topmost  seat 
he  was  thoroughly  charmed  with  the  beautiful  views  of  the  English  countryside.  It  was 
in  distinct  contrast  to  the  primitive  Canadian  landscape  which  he  had  left  but  a few  weeks 
before.  He  was  alone  during  most  of  the  Journey  and  his  mind  was  greatly  disturbed 
with  the  fear  of  entering  London  after  dark.  He  arrived  at  eight  o’clock  that  night  and 
immediately  began  to  make  inquiries  about  a lodging  place  for  the  night.  The  experience 
of  being  alone  in  such  a vast  city  as  London  brought  tortures  of  fear  to  his  mind.  Some- 
one finally  recommended  that  he  go  to  the  White  Horse  Inn,  and  years  afterward  James 
told  of  the  harrowing  experience  of  that  first  night  spent  at  this  Inn. 

He  set  out  the  following  morning  to  deliver  the  letters  of  introduction  which  he  had 
brought  from  friends  in  Quebec.  The  letter  from  Captain  Bowie,  a retired  British  Army 
Officer,  to  his  relatives  in  London  brought  from  them  an  invitation  to  stay  at  their  home 
while  in  the  city.  But  his  first  interest  was  to  deliver  the  introductory  letter  from  Lord 
Dalhousie  to  IMr.  Aiken  of  the  Society  of  Fine  Arts  and  it  is  of  interest  to  record  the 
following  words  of  the  engraver  : ( i ) 

"'I  was  on  tip-toe  of  anticipation,  notwithstanding  the  air  of  chilling  dignity  with 
which  I ivas  received.  I was  greatly  disappointed  when,  instead  of  hearing  words  of  cheer 
after  he  had  read  the  letter,  he  told  me  he  could  only  give  me  the  names  of  the  most 
eminent  engravers  on  luhom  I could  call,  myself.  This  put  things  in  a very  different  shape 
from  what  I had  anticipated , I had  with  me  a letter  of  mtroductioji  from  C ockburn  to 
Air.  J.  Landseer,  father  of  Sir  Ediuin.  He  held  a high  rank  as  a landscape  engraver  some- 
what of  the  old  school.  The  old  gentleman  received  me  very  cordially.  I found  him  seated 
in  his  arm  chair,  with  an  ear-trumpet  in  his  hand,  very  deaf.  He  sent  for  his  son,  Thomas, 
the  one  who  had  made  so  great  a reputation  by  his  large  engravings  after  paintings  by  his 
brother.  Sir  Edwin.  I found  Thomas  to  be  nearly  as  deaf  as  his  father.  He  ivas  very 
pleasant,  showed  a plate  he  had  just  finished  for  one  of  the  Annuals,  THE  EA LCOSi  ER. 
He  called  in  a Sister,  also  an  engraver . She  seemed  much  interested  in  the  art.  On  that 
same  occasion  I was  introduced  to  another  son,  Charles,  ivho  was  at  the  time  engaged  in 
painting  a large  picture — I do  not  recollect  the  subject.  Sir  Edwin  jcas  on  a sketching 
tour  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

had  a letter  also  to  Air.  Jf'arener,  an  eminent  historical  engraver,  who  received 
me  very  kindly,  but  could  do  nothing  for  me.  1 had  still  another  letter  to  George 
Cruikshank,  the  caricaturist.  He  ivas  remarkably  friendly  and  very  interesting,  but,  of 
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('onrst',  quite  out  of  r/iy  line,  and  eoiil/l  render  me  no  assistance.  I found  that  unless  a 
very  hiqh  premium  ivas  paid  I could  do  nothing  in  London.  After  making  every  effort  to 
find  a suitable  opening,  ivithout  success,  I became  much  discouraged . I had  no  means 
to  fall  back  on.” 

After  his  disheartening  failure  to  make  fruitful  contacts,  he  decided  to  leave  for 
Kdinburfjh,  his  native  city,  for  he  felt  that  he  could  no  longer  impose  upon  the  generosity 
of  Captain  Howie’s  relatives.  As  he  walked  along  one  of  the  London  streets  that  evening, 
meditating  upon  his  adversities,  he  discovered,  in  a music  store  window,  theatre  tickets  for 
sale  for  a benefit  performance  of  (jeorge  H.  (jale  at  the  Surrev  Theatre,  that  evening. 
At  such  a prospect  his  heart  leaped  with  joy,  for  James  had  met  Air.  Gale  in  Quebec 
while  the  latter  was  engaged  with  a Company  there  and  they  had  become  friends.  He 
bought  a ticket  and  immediately  went  back  to  his  kind  hosts  to  inform  them  that  he  would 
not  return  that  night. 

set  off  for  the  theatre  and  witnessed  the  performance  recognizing  my  old  friend 
through  the  play,  ft  hen  the  drop-curtain  fell  I made  rapid  strides  to  the  stage  and  in- 
quired for  Mr.  Gale.  A man  went  to  him  with  my  name  and  in  a very  short  time  I stood 
with  him  face  to  face.  He  appeared  very  glad  to  see  me,  and  insisted  at  once  that  I should 
accompany  him  home.  He  ivas  a ividower , having  lost  his  wife  in  Quebec,  and  he  and  a 
little  /laughter  lived  ivith  his  widowed  mother  in  Chelsea.  I accepted  the  kind  invitation 
of  my  friend,  went  home  with  him  and  slept  there.  In  the  morning  at  the  breakfast  table 
I was  introduced  to  his  mother,  who  proved  to  be  as  good  a mother  to  me.  No  one  could 
have  shoiun  more  genuine  kindness  than  she  did  to  me,  though  an  utter  stranger.  Nothing 
would  satisfy  my  friends  but  that  I should  make  their  house  my  home  as  long  as  I re- 
mained in  London.  My  mind  for  the  present  at  least,  was  greatly  relieved.  I went  to 
the  house  of  my  friends,  where  I had  been  living,  and  had  my  trunk  removed  to  Mr. 
Calebs.  1 found  myself  pleasantly  situated  indeed.  Everything  that  could  he  done  was 
done  for  my  comfort.  1 had  nearly  three  miles  to  ivalk  every  morning  into  the  City, 
where  I wandered  about  in  my  fruitless  quest,  and  every  evening  returning  more  and 
more  depressed.  Seeing  at  least  that  there  was  no  chance  for  me  in  London  I determined 
to  direct  my  course  to  Edinburgh , beliei’ing  that  among  my  relatives  I could  accomplish 
something.  On  the  26th  of  November  I told  my  friend  Gale  and  his  mother  that  I was 
going  into  town  to  secure  my  passage  by  smack,  for  Scotland,  which  was  to  sail  the  next 
day,  and  that  I would  call  on  my  friends  in  the  City  and  bid  them  good-bye. 

-My  sail  to  Berivick  was  coastwise  all  the  way.  H e were  five  days  in  reaching  our 
journey’s  end.  I kept  my  bed  the  whole  time.  The  vessel  was  very  small  and  in  a very 
short  course  she  made  such  motion  that  I suffered  ten  fold  more  from  sea-sickness  than  I 
had  done  all  the  passage  over  from  Quebec  to  Portsmouth.  I slept  one  night  in  Berwick — 
another  visit  of  night  mare.  Next  day  1 engaged  my  passage  on  top  of  the  stage  coach  for 
Edinburgh.  fMy  funds  were  now  reduced  to  one  shilling.  I knew,  of  course,  that  I 
would  require  something  to  eat  before  the  day  ivas  done,  and  when  the  coach  halted  at  an 
inn  for  dinner  1 was  much  embarrassed  as  to  whether  I should  venture  down  from  my 
seat  or  try  to  hold  out  without  food.  I determined  at  all  risks  to  order  something  to  eat. 
If  hen  pay  time  came  I found  the  demand  two  pence  more  than  I had.  I compromised  with 
the  host  very  pleasantly , however,  and  we  made  a fresh  start  on  our  journey  with  re- 
newed zest.  About  six  o’clock  in  the  evening,  December  3rd,  we  arrived  in  ’Auld  Reekie.’ 
I left  my  trunk  in  the  stage  office,  Head  of  Leith  Jf  alk,  and  made  my  way  to  Aunt 
Haxton’s,  found  all  ivell  there  and  met  a hearty  welcome.  I had  my  trunk  brought  from 
the  office,  and  I felt  that  now  I could  almost  say  I had  got  home.” 

His  Appremticesliip  in  Edinbiuirgli 

d'he  next  day  he  set  forth  to  seek  an  instructor.  As  trying  as  his  experiences  had 
been  since  his  departure  from  home  in  November,  there  was  none  which  brought  him  as 
much  suffering  as  the  receipt  of  a letter  from  his  brother,  David,  containing  the  sad  news 
that  his  father  had  passed  away  three  days  after  his  sailing  from  Quebec.  He  was  now 
even  more  determined  to  become  better  equipped  to  carry  on  his  business  at  home  and 
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assist  his  mother  in  caring  for  her  family.  After  a six  weeks’  struggle  to  find  an  instructor 
within  his  means  who  could  impart  the  knowledge  of  engraving,  he  found  one,  Andrew 
Wilson,  under  whose  supervision  James  at  once  began  his  studies. 

He  agreed  to  receive  James  into  his  establishment  for  six  months  on  payment  of  a 
premium  of  ten  pounds  sterling.  4 he  young  man  of  twenty  years  did  not  have  the  funds 
and  again  he  was  put  to  his  wits’  end.  His  Uncle  had  met  with  heavy  pecuniary  loss 
and  James  could  not  borrow  such  an  amount  from  him.  He  then  thought  of  an  old 
friend  of  his  family.  Captain  MacUougall,  a seafaring  man,  who  had  previously  shown 
great  interest  in  James’  welfare  and  ^^•ho  had  recently  reached  London  from  Quebec. 
James  thereupon  wrote  to  him  about  his  difficulties  and  inquired  if  he  might  borrow  the 
needed  amount.  1 o his  great  delight  the  Captain  immediately  wrote  a kind  and  sympa- 
thetic letter  enclosing  a ten  pound  note,  and  he  was  able  to  begin  work  at  once  under  Air. 
Wilson’s  supervision. 

Andrew  Wilson  decided  that  James  should  immediately  undertake  serious  study  of  the 
engraved  works  of  George  Cook,  who  had  recently  engraved  “Views  of  London  and  its 
Vicinity’’  appearing  in  a new  London  publication.  Under  the  tutelage  of  Air.  Wilson, 
his  first  effort  was  an  engraving  of  Hornsey  Church;  but  he  was  still  undecided  as  to 
which  branch  of  engraving  he  should  pursue,  portraits  or  landscape;  and  his  next  subject 
was  a portrait  of  Sir  William  Temple.  He  finally  determined  to  alternate  between 
portraits  and  landscape,  and  engraved  a view  of  “Shipbreaking  Opposite  Wapping;”  then 
a portrait  of  Oehlenshlager,  a Danish  poet.  His  next  and  last  plate  under  Wilson  was 
^‘Woolsey’s  Well.” 

He  worked  earnestly  for  a period  of  five  months  under  Andrew  Wilson’s  instruction, 
which  actually  was  his  first  opportunity  for  serious  study  of  good  work.  With  the  assist- 
ance of  his  instructor  and  under  the  influence  of  Cook’s  work,  he  advanced  rapidly,  labor- 
ing with  unusual  diligence  for  his  admirable  results.  James  still  had  one  more  month  to 
study  according  to  his  contract  with  Air.  Wilson,  but  having  been  away  from  home  for 
nine  months,  he  decided  to  return  to  America.  This' decision  was  perhaps  hastened  by  the 
announcement  that  a vessel  would  sail  within  a few  days  from  Leith  to  Quebec:  an  un- 
usual occurrence  in  those  days  of  uncertain  sailing  schedules. 

The  Metariti  to  Ouehec 

He  went  down  to  Leith  to  see  the  Captain,  told  him  of  his  situation  and  asked  if  he 
might  be  trusted  for  the  payment  of  his  passage  until  he  arrived  at  Quebec.  The  Captain 
offered  him  steerage  passage  for  which  he  was  to  pay  three  pounds.*  James  had  been  able 
to  save  a little  money  earned  at  small  jobs  such  as  lettering  jewelry  for  a friend,  Thomas 

Drysdale,  and  with  it  he  laid  in  a stock  of  provisions  for  the  passage. 

He  sailed  about  the  first  of  Alay,  1828,  on  board  the  bark  ‘Wlargaret”  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Black.  It  was  a long,  tedious  passage  of  sixty  three  days,  broken  by  one 
exciting  event,  (^ne  day  with  the  wind  aft,  and  the  ship’s  sails  beautifully  rounded,  a live 
coal  was  carried  into  one  of  them  from  the  steerage  passengers’  fire  on  deck.  In  an 

instant  the  sail  was  in  a blaze.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  alertness  of  someone  who  saw  the 

mishap  and  gave  the  alarm  to  haul  in  the  studdin-sail  quickly,  the  whole  ship  would 
have  been  swept  by  fire.  It  was  a providential  escape. 

The  trip  was  a longer  one  than  he  had  ordinally  anticipated  and  James  soon  found 
that  his  rations  were  running  short.  In  fact,  before  the  ship  neared  the  end  of  her 
journey  the  other  passengers  were  crying  out  for  food  but  the  Captain  had  none  to  spare. 
^Lhe  passengers  were  all  on  such  short  allowance  that  when  the  ship  reached  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland  the  Captain  considered  it  necessary  to  do  some  cod  and  mackeral  fishing 
in  order  to  tide  them  over.  The  augmented  food  supply  obtained  in  this  way  lasted  until 
they  reached  port. 


(To  be  continued.) 
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Stock  Dies  of  Baok  Note  C/ompainiies 
Used  in  The  Prodnctioe  of  U,  S. 
Postage  Stamps  and  Bank  Notes 

Ifv  C.  I).  McPadcIen 

111  1845,  at  the  time  the  s cent  New  'ihirk  Postmaster  stamp  was  produced,  bank  note 
en^ravirifi  companies  were  well  established  and  had  produced  many  thousand  different 
banknotes,  stock  certificates,  etc.  Since  none  of  the  dies,  plates  or  transfer  rolls  used  to 
produce  these  enfj;ravings  ever  left  the  possession  of  the  engraving  firms,  the  major  com- 
panies had  vast  accumulations  of  these  dies  and  rolls.  Each  of  these  was  carefully  stored 
away  after  proofs  had  been  taken  and  thus  each  enj^ravinp;  company  had  gathered  together 
over  a period  of  years,  engraved  dies  of  historical  subjects,  vignettes  of  famous  people, 
pastoral  scenes,  lathe  work,  figures  of  value,  etc.  A prospective  customer  might  select, 
from  the  proofs  of  these  designs,  the  component  parts  of  a banknote  and  the  engraving 
company’s  designers,  using  stock  dies  of  lathe  work,  would  “assemble”  a model  of  an 
entirely  new'  bank-note  with  a minimum  amount  of  original  engraving.  Of  course,  if  time 
and  money  permitted,  an  entirely  new'  design  might  be  engraved,  but,  in  nearly  every  case, 
since  the  cost  of  original  engravitig  and  designing  w as  high,  some  stock  dies  were  usually 
used. 

Thus,  in  184s  when  Rawdon,  Wright  & Hatch  engraved  the  5 cent  New  ^ Ork 
Postmaster  stamp,  it  was  only  natural  that  they  followed  the  same  procedure  as  was 
customary  when  producing  a bank-note.  A suitable  vignette  of  Washington  was  found  in 
their  files  of  stock  dies  and  this  design  transferred  to  a Lay-down  die,  retouched,  and 
the  frame  and  lettering  engraved  around  it.  As  will  be  seen  this  was  the  custom  of  not  only 
Rawdon,  Wright  & Hatch,  but  later,  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Co.,  the  National 
JLink  Note  Co.  and  others  when  engraving  IJ.  S.  postage  stamps. 

The  following  is  a listitig  of  those  stock  dies  used  for  L.  S.  postage  stamps  which  are 
known  to  the  writer.  If  others  are  known,  information  concerning  them  would  be 
greatly  appreciated.  Acknowledgment  should  be  made  to  the  writings  of  Stanley  B. 
Ashbrook,  Clarence  W.  Bra/er,  Carroll  C.  Chase  and  F.  L.  Ellis  for  information  con- 
cerning some  of  these  dies. 


Washington  Masttu-  Dio 


l-'ive  Cents,  New'  \ Ork  Postmaster  Stamp,  1845.  I'he  vignette  of  Washington 
used  as  the  central  design  for  this  stamp  was  a stock  die  of  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  Co. 
"Phis  die  was  used  on  many  banknotes  and  stock  certificates  engraved  in  New'  N ork  and  at 
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their  various  branches.  It  is  evident  that  some,  if  not  all  the  branch  offices  had  a duplicate 
of  this  stock  die.  As  used  prior  to  the  stamp,  the  die  had  a flaw  consisting  of  a fine  line 
extending  from  the  corner  of  the  mouth  down  the  chin.  I'his  flaw  appears  constant  on 
all  bank-notes  examined,  but  was  corrected  on  the  stamp.  Karly  impressions  of  the  stamp 
show  traces  of  the  removal  of  the  flaw.  T wo  of  the  bank-notes  bearing  impressions  of 
this  stock  die  are:  $50.00  Bank  of  Augusta,  Cja.  (n.  d.),  $20.00  "I'he  Farmers  and  Exchange 
Bank  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  (1854).  There  are  many  others.  A Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & 
Edson  Circular  of  1854  also  has  this  vignette,  but  the  most  interesting  impression  of  the 
vignette  appears  on  a stock  certificate  of  the  Ohio  Sc  Missouri  Mining  Co.  This  shows  the 
die  in  what  was  apparently  its  original  form,  rectangular  in  shape,  measuring  29x35mm. 
I his  certificate  bears  the  imprint  of  Rawdon,  Wright  Sc  Hatch  Co’s.  Cincinnati  Branch. 


Franklin  and  Washington  Master  Dies 


These  dies  were  probably  engraved  for  and  sold  by  James  B.  Longacre  to  Rawdon,  Wright  & Hatch 
who  retouched  for  identification.  The  Franklin  was  probably  engraved  by  Richard  W.  Dodson,  or  Longacre 
himself,  about  1831.  William  Humphreys  obituary  notice  in  1865  credited  him  with  engraving  the  Washing- 
ton used  on  the  first  U.  S.  stamps  but  whether  the  1845  New’  York  or  1847  ten  cents  is  not  stated;  he  did 
engrave  in  Philadelphia  and  probably  for  Longacre. — Editor. 


Five  Cents  and  Ten  Cents,  1847.  Raw’don,  Wright,  Hatch  Sc  Edson  continued  their 
practice  of  using  stock  dies  in  the  production  of  the  first  official  U.  S.  Stamps,  for  in  the 
5 cents,  and  the  companion  10  cents  denomination  the  vignettes  of  Franklin  and  Washing- 
ton were  stock  dies.  The  earliest  knowm  bank-notes  bearing  impressions  of  these  dies  are 
the  $2.00  and  $3.00  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Manchester,  Michigan,  dated  1837.  The  vignette 
of  Washington  appears  on  the  $2.00  note  and  Franklin  on  the  $3.00.  A late  usage  of  both 
vignettes  is  on  the  $5.00  note  of  The  State  Bank  of  New'  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  1864. 

Charles  Toppan  Sc  Co.,  Philadelphia,  had  very  similar  dies  of  both  Washington  and 
Franklin,  but  close  examination  w'ill  show'  that  they  are  not  identical  with  the  Rawdon, 
Wright  Sc  Hatch  dies.  Lines  in  the  face  differ  and  the  cross-hatching  wdiich  forms  the 
background  is  uneven  in  the  Toppan  die  w'hile  that  of  the  Raw'don  dies  is  regular.  The 
I'oppan  dies  were  in  use  as  early  as  1832. 

One  Cent  and  Three  Cents,  1851.  I'he  vignettes  of  Franklin  and  Washington  which 
W'ere  used  on  the  i and  3 cents,  1851  stamps  were  previously  used  by  Toppan,  Carpenter 
Sc  Co.  on  bank-notes.  The  $iO.CO  note  of  The  Bank  of  (Georgetown,  S.  C..  1849-59  bears 
an  impression  of  each  of  these  vignettes.  Another  note  bearing  the  imprint  of  Toppan. 
Carpenter  Sc  Co.,  the  $10.00  Piscataqua  Exchange  Bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  (n.  d.).  has 
the  vignettes  of  both  Franklin  and  Washington  and  also  the  vignette  of  tlie  eagle  which 
was  used  on  the  Eagle  Carrier.  Proofs  of  the  Washington  and  Franklin  vignettes  printed 
together  are  known,  (Brazer’s  No.  34aFic)  and  the  head  of  Franklin  separately  (Brazer’s 
No.  34aEa) 
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Master  Dies  of  Franklin  and  Washington 

Engraved  by  Joseph  Ives  I^ease. 


Stock  liathe  Knj»raved  liaek}»i‘onnd 

Twelve  Cents,  1851.  In  the  production  of  the  12  cents  stamp,  Toppan,  Carpenter, 
Casilear  & Co.  made  use  of  a stock  die  of  lathe  work  for  the  ornamental  border  around 
the  vignette  of  the  stamp.  I'his  lathe  work  appeared  in  the  background  of  a figure  of 
value  which  appeared  on  a $5.00  note  of  the  Susquehanna  Bridge  & Bank  Co.,  Port  Deposit, 
Aid.,  1832.  The  note  bears  the  imprint  of  C.  Toppan  & Co.,  Philadelphia.  Toppan,  in 
1845,  formed  a partnership  with  Carpenter,  and  the  stock  dies  of  the  former  company  were 
taken  into  the  effects  of  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.  and  were  used  by  them.  In  the  lathe 
work  on  the  stamp,  small  crosses  were  engraved  by  hand  in  the  small  diamonds  of  the 
lathe  work.  An  essay,  Brazer’s  No.  36E-B  shows  the  lathe  work  before  the  addition  of 
the  small  crosses. 

r' 


Master  Die  of  Fagle  Fsed  on  ('airier  Stain|) 

Eagle  Carrier,  1851.  Uses  of  the  eagle  vignette  as  a stock  die  are  comparatively 
common,  but  all  that  have  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer  have  been  dated  after  1851. 
The  $10.00  bank-note  of  the  PIscataqua  Exchange  Bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  previously 
mentioned,  which  has  an  impression  of  the  eagle  vignette  as  well  as  the  stock  dies  of 
Eranklin  and  Washington  used  on  the  i and  3 cents  1851,  Is  undated.  This  note  bears  the 
imprint  of  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co..  Philadelphia,  New  York,  & Boston.  A $1.00  note 
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of  the  Adrian  Insurance  Co.,  Adrian,  Michigan,  1853  is  the  earliest  dated  use  which  had 
been  seen  by  the  writer,  but,  undoubtedly,  there  are  earlier  dates.  A draft  of  the  U.  S. 
Treasury  Department,  dated  1859  has  this  eagle  vignette  and  bears  the  imprint, 

Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.,  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  A duplicate  of  this  die  was 
apparently  turned  over  to  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  in  1858  when  that  company  was 
formed  for  they  used  this  same  eagle  vignette  on  a $10.00  note  of  the  International  Bank, 
Portland,  i\Ie.,  dated  1862,  and  a $2.00  note  bearing  the  imprint  of  Toppan,  Carpenter, 
Casilear  & Co.  for  the  Sanford  Bank,  Sanford,  Me.,  dated  1861  shows  this  same 
vignette. (i)  John  Gavit  & Co.,  Albany,  N.  Y.  also  used  this  eagle  vignette  stock  die  for 
the  Metropolitan  Sanitary  Fair  Stamp  in  1864. 

An  interesting  side-light  on  this  Eagle  Carrier  stamp  is  found  in  the  correspondence 
between  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Co.  and  the  Post  Office  Department  as  published 
in  the  Steinmetz  Miscellany  in  1913.  On  October  10,  1851,  the  Third  Assistant  Post- 
master General  sent  to  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Co.  a design  by  J.  C.  Montgomery, 
Esq.,  of  Philadelphia  post  office,  of  a new  carriers’  stamp,  showing  an  eagle  for  the  central 
design.  October  21,  1851,  N.  K.  Hall,  Postmaster  General,  ordered  ten  thousand  new 
carriers  stamps  of  General  Montgomery’s  design.  The  Scott  catalogue  gives  the  date  of 
issue  as  November  17,  1851,  and  this  date  was  also  given  as  the  date  of  issue  by  the  Post 
Office  Department  in  1869.  So,  from  the  facts  it  would  seem  that,  in  38  days,  Toppan, 
Carpenter,  Casilear  & Co.  engraved  a die,  made  a 200  subject  plate,  printed  and  gummed 
ten  thousand  stamps  and  delivered  them  to  the  Post  Office  Department  so  that  they  would 
be  available  to  the  public  by  November  17,  1851!  Nine  years  later  the  company  states 
that  to  engrave  an  original  design  and  finish  a plate  would  require  from  ten  to  twelve 
weeks,  while  using  a stock  die  for  the  central  design,  a plate  could  be  finished  in  a fourth 
of  the  time.  It  would  appear  from  the  short  time  involved  in  the  production  of  the  new 
eagle  Carrier  stamp,  that  at  least  the  central  vignette  of  the  eagle  design  submitted  by 
General  Montgomery  was  one  which  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Co.  had  already 
engraved  as  a stock  die.  Could  it  be  that  the  good  General  had  taken  his  design  from  a 
bank-note  ? 


National  B.  N.  Co.  Master  Die  of  Jaekson 

Engraved  by  Joseph  P.  Ourdan. 

Two  Cents,  1863.  One  of  the  most  distinctive  vignettes  ever  used  on  a U.  S.  stamp 
was  the  large  head  of  Jackson,  engraved  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  The  die  was 
first  used  by  tbe  National  Bank  Note  Co.  on  a $1000.00  Confederate  States  bank-note  in 
1861,  and  also  on  state  bank  bills  such  as  the  American  Bank,  Baltimore,  Md.  $3.00  note. 
I'he  American  Bank  Note  Co.  had  a similar  vignette  which  they  used  in  the  production  of 
bank-notes,  but  a comparison  with  the  National  engraving  will  show  obvious  differences. 
Both  Companies’  engravings  were  copied  from  the  engraving  by  1.  Danforth  from  a minia- 
ture painted  from  life  by  John  Wood  Dodge  in  1842. 

(i)  Editorial  Note — The  plates  for  these  bank  notes  may  have  been  made  many  years  before  the  date 
of  use  mentioned  ; as  the  date  was  inserted  by  hand  manuscript  when  the  bank  notes  were  issued. 
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The  Case  of  the  Premieres 
Gravures  of  1861 

Hy  Cyril  F.  dos  Passos 

Scott’s  Catalog  Tistinds 


"File  1944  Edition  of  the  ('atalogiie  of  United  States  Sta/nps  Specialized , published  by 
Scott  Publications,  hic.,  under  the  beading  “SPECIAL  NOTICES”  informs  the  reader 


that  “In  this  Catalogue  ive  present  a listing  of  the  various  groups  of  United  States  stamps 
in  specialized  detail.”  I'be  second  group  (p.  27)  is  devoted  to  “POSTAGE  General 
Issues.”  "Fbe  items  herein  discussed  fall  under  the  subheading  “POSTAGE,  1861,”  which 
is  divided  into  two  classes  entitled  “FIRSF  DESIGNS.”  otherwise  known  as  the  Pre- 
mieres CAavures,  and  “SECOND  DESKiNS.  REGULAR  ISSUE.” 

For  convenience  we  have  arranged  these  two  issues  in  juxtaposition,  giving  in  each 
instance  Scott’s  Catalogue  numbers,  a reference  to  the  designs,  denominations,  colors  and 
prices,  both  unused  and  used,  whenever  the  latter  prices  are  given.  This  table  is  taken 
verbatim  from  the  Catalogue  but  classifications  other  than  colors  are  omitted. 


FIRST  DESIGNS  SECOND  DESIGNS.  REGULAR  ISSUE 
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Several  peculiar  features  are  apparent  at  once  to  anyone  examining  this  table.  In  the 
first  place,  while  Nos.  55  to  62  are  termed  “FIRST  DESIGNS.”  and  Nos.  63  to  72  are 
designated  “SECOND  DESIGNS.  REGULAR  ISSUE.”  it  is  not  a fact  that  all  items 
under  both  classifications  are  of  different  designs  because  under  the  heading  “SECOND 
DESKjNS.  regular  issue.”  in  small  type  is  found  the  statement  “Designs  modified 
( except  24c  and  In  the  second  place,  with  the  exceptions  of  two  items  of  the 

“FIRST  DESIGNS”  the  loc  dark  green  and  the  24c  violet,  no  prices  are  given  in  the 
used  column.  In  the  third  place,  with  the  same  exceptions,  the  absence  of  prices  in  the  used 
column  is  not  indicated  by  a dash  ( — ).  In  the  fourth  place,  no  date  of  issue  of  any  of  the 
items  Nos.  55  to  62  is  given,  although  dates  of  issue  are  given  in  each  instance  for  the 
items  Nos.  63  to  72,  except  for  No.  66,  the  3c  lake.  The  significance  of  these  observations 
hereinafter  will  become  more  apparent. 

EDisciassioii  of  Cataloging 

The  f undamental  question  to  be  decided  is — are  Nos.  55  to  62  regular  postage  stamps 
or  are  they  merely  essays  and  or  trial  color  proof  impressions  of  the  regular  issue  or,  to 
put  it  somewhat  differently,  were  there  two  issues  of  postage  stamps  of  different  designs 
in  1861?  To  simplify  the  solution  of  this  problem  it  is  necessary  to  analyze  the  items 
listed  under  the  heading  “FIRST  DESIGNS.”  because  they  are  really  not  all  of  one  class. 

The  “FIRST  DESIGNS.”  actually  consist  of  three  entirely  distinct  categories.  The 
first  category  Includes  the  ic,  3c,  5c,  12c  and  90c  denominations,  the  designs  of  which 
differ  In  more  or  less  detail  from  the  corresponding  stamps  of  the  “SECOND  DESIGNS.. 
REGULAR  ISSUE.”  The  second  category  consists  of  the  loc  value,  a stamp  which 
differs  slightly  In  design  from  the  similar  stamp  of  the  “SECOND  DESIGNS.  REGULAR 
ISSUE.”  It  unquestionably  was  issued  and  used  for  postage.  The  third  category  is  made 
up  of  the  24c  violet  and  30c  red  orange  denominations,  neither  of  which  differs  in  design 
from  the  corresponding  stamps  of  the  “SECOND  DESIGNS.  REGULAR  ISSUE.”  The 
former  also  beyond  any  doubt  was  Issued  and  used  for  postage.  The  use  for  postage  of 
the  IOC  and  the  24c  denominations  (Nos.  58  and  60)  eliminates  them  from  the  argument 
although  a word  will  be  added  later  concerning  their  proper  listings. 

Of  course,  Scott  Publications,  Inc.,  do  not  list  stamps  in  the  Catalogue  by  mere  whim, 
fancy  or  caprice.  Some  evidence  Is  required  that  proposed  listings  were  issued  and  used  for 
postage.  Stamps  which  fail  to  meet  this  requirement  for  the  past  few  years  have  been 
listed  at  the  end  of  Scott’s  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue  under  the  heading  “TEN- 
TATIVE LISTINGS”  (1944,  Volume  II,  p.  909).  Respecting  these  Scott  Publications, 
Inc.,  state  in  part  “Listings  under  this  heading  are  merely  statements  that  such  stamps 
exist  and  have  been  submitted  to  us  as  regularly  issued  varieties.  In  each  case,  however, 
some  question  has  been  raised  regarding  their  status  which  would  indicate  that  the  primary 
purpose  of  issue  was  other  than  of  a postal  nature.”  If  the  primary  purpose  of  Issue  was, 
for  Instance,  as  essays,  specimens  or  trial  color  proofs,  such  items  certainly  would  not  be 
listed  as  postage  stamps.  An  appropriate  section  of  the  Specialized  Catalogue  Is  reserved 
for  such  items.  While  this  section  of  the  Standard  Catalogue  deals  with  foreign  stamps, 
the  reason  for  its  existence  applies  equally  well  to  the  listings  of  United  States  stamps. 

The  burden  is  always  upon  the  person  alleging  a fact  to  prove  its  existence  by  a pre- 
ponderance of  the  evidence.  In  the  instant  case  the  evidence  to  establish  that  the  “FIRST 
DESIGNS.”  were  postage  stamps  was  furnished  by  John  Walter  Scott  (1895,  p.  90)  with 
respect  to  the  loc  denomination  (No.  58)  and  by  John  N.  Luff  (1896,  p.  252)  as  to  the 
other  values.  The  latter  had  the  burden  of  proving  that  all  of  the  “h'lRST  DESIGNS.” 
were  issued  as  postage  stamps.  There  is  certainly  no  reason  today  why  the  case  made 
by  Luff  may  not  be  reopened,  reexamined  and  shown  to  have  been  founded  upon  in- 
sufficient evidence  or  to  have  been  contrary  to  the  weight  of  the  evidence.  Luff  was  the 
only  author  who  ever  claimed  that  all  of  the  “FIRST  DESIGNS.”  had  been  used  for 
postage.  He  wrote  that  the  lOc  was  well  known  in  a used  state  and  that  he  had  a used 
copy  of  the  24c  in  his  own  collection.  Admittedly,  these  two  stamps  are  in  a class  by 
themselves. 

However,  evidence  that  two  stamps  of  the  “FIRST  DESIGNS.”  were  issued  and  used 
for  postage  does  not  prove  that  the  other  six  values  likewise  were  issued  and  used  postally. 
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Imlfcil,  tlu*  cvicltMice  points  to  the  very  opposite  conclusion.  If  two  values  had  been  issued 
and  were  found  iti  used  condition,  it  is  inconceivable  that  after  eighty  years  the  other  six 
values,  if  also  issued,  have  not  been  found  in  used  condition,  especially  when  two  of  such 
values,  i.  e.,  the  ic  and  3c  denominations,  were  in  much  greater  demand  for  postage  than 
all  the  h igher  values.  Luff  ditl  not  claim  to  have  seen  but  two  out  of  eight  values  in  used 
condition  but  stated  that  the  5c  and  I2c  denominations  had  been  “reported  by  reliable 
collectors”  in  used  condition.  Lhe  authors  of  those  reports  were  not  named,  although  it 
may  be  that  they  were  the  three  individuals  mentioned  at  the  close  of  Luff’s  article  as 
having  contributed  “information  and  assistance.”  In  any  event.  Luff’s  statement  that  all 
values  “have  done  postal  duty”  is  purely  hearsay  evidence  since  it  was  based  upon  what 
others  told  him  respecting  the  5c  and  12c  values  and  upon  no  evidence  whatsoever  insofar 
as  the  ic,  3c,  30c  and  90c  values  were  concerned.  Such  evidence  is  valueless  to  prove 
that  other  denominations  than  the  lOc  dark  green  and  the  24c  violet,  both  of  the  “FIRST 
DKSKjNS.”  were  used  postally. 


Opioioiis  of  Stiadeets 

As  far  as  my  research  goes,  the  only  other  evidence  that  used  copies  of  the  Premieres 
(jravures  exist  is  furnished  by  Elliott  Perry  (1931,  p.  58)  who  wrote  “Used  copies  of  any 
of  these  six  values  [except  the  loc  and  24c]  on  covers  from  Philadelphia  or  any  other 
office  are  not  known  and  cancelled  copies  of  the  30c  and  90c  are  not  believed  to  exist.  The 
maximum  number  of  the  ic,  3c,  5c  and  I2c  known  to  exist  with  any  kind  of  a cancellation 
is  estimated  at  two  or  three  copies  each,  and  probably  it  is  quite  impossible  to  demonstrate 
that  any  of  the  few  cancelled  copies  known  actually  went  through  the  mail  in  regular  use.” 
This  evidence  of  postal  usage  naturally  was  not  mentioned  by  Clarence  W.  Brazer  (1933, 
p.  16).  (j.  W.  Nowell-Usticke  (1937,  P-  22)  mentioned  that  he  had  “sold  the  One  Cent 

and  Three  Cents,  cancelled,  with  three  circles  in  the  corner,  either  ‘to  order’  or  for  some 
other  purpose.”  Cancellations  of  such  doubtful  validity  are  certainly  poor,  if  any,  evi- 
dence that  these  values  ever  were  used  postally.  Why  are  there  no  covers?  Nowell- 
LTsticke  added  “Present  information  seems  to  show  that  the  ‘August’  issue  [“FIRST 
DEiSlGNS.”]  were  more  in  the  nature  of  Specimen  sets — as  only  the  lOc  value  is  known 
postally  used  (and  the  24c  shade).” 

Tlie  Evidence 

I'he  best  evidence  that  the  “FIRST  DESIGNS.”  might  have  been  regularly  issued 
as  postage  stamps  would  be  some  testimony  from  the  then  Postmaster  General  or  one  of  his 
assistants.  Since  the  lapse  of  time  renders  it  impossible  to  obtain  any  oral  testimony  from 
these  individuals,  \^'e  are  restricted  to  a search  for  some  written  evidence  in  the  form  of 
circular  letters  issued  by  that  Postmaster  or  published  notices  of  some  of  his  subordi- 
nates. Perry  in  Pat  Paragraphs  commencing  in  1931  has  published  some  circulars  and 
numerous  notices  taken  from  various  newspapers  concerning  the  1861  Issue.  All  of  these 
have  been  examined  carefully  and  not  one  of  them  mentions  in  words,  or  by  any  possible 
inference,  that  there  were  two  designs  or  two  issues  of  postage  stamps  in  1861. 

I'he  next  best  evidence  that  there  were  two  distinct  issues  of  postage  stamps  in  1861 
would  be  the  discovery  of  postally  used  copies  of  the  “FIRST  DESIGNS.”  As  we  have 
seen,  the  Specialized  Catalogue  gives  no  date  of  issue  of  any  of  the  items  between  Nos.  55 
and  62,  although  it  is  well  known  that  No.  58,  the  loc  dark  green,  was  used  for  postage  on 
September  17,  1861  and  that  No.  60,  the  24c  violet,  was  used  for  postage  on  August  20, 
1861.  Why  is  it  that  these  dates  are  not  mentioned  in  the  Catalog?  Neither  does  the 
Catalog  price  the  ic,  3c,  5c,  12c,  30c  and  90c  denominations  in  used  condition  nor  indicate 
the  lack  of  a price  by  a dash.  Linder  “SPECIAL  NC^TICES”  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Catalog  it  is  stated  that  “If  hen  a stamp  is  known  in  a stated  form  or  variety  hut  data  are 
insufficient  for  pricing,  its  existence  is  indicated  by  a dash  in  the  price  column.”  There 
being  no  dash  in  the  price  column  in  these  six  instances  “The  absence  of  price  or  dash 
signifies  that  the  stamp  is  not  known  to  us  in  that  variety  and  form.”  Hence,  Scott 
Publications,  Inc.,  concede  that  these  values  are  not  known  to  them  in  used  condition.  Is 
it  not  odd  that  six  so-called  postage  stamps  out  of  an  issue  of  eight  are  not  known  in  used 
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condition?  Is  it  merely  a coincidence  that  essays  and  proofs  are  not  known  in  used  condi- 
tion either? 

On  all  the  evidence  it  is  clear  that  Luff  did  not  establish  a prima  facie  case  in  respect 
to  the  issue  and  use  for  postage  of  the  ic,  3c,  5c,  12c,  30c  (No.  61)  and  90c  denominations. 
Not  only  did  Luff  fail  to  establish  a prima  facie  case  but  the  weight  of  the  evidence  on 
the  other  side  proves  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt  that  there  were  no  postage  stamps  of 
the  “h  IRS  r DESIGNS.”  except  the  loc,  24c  violet  and  30c  orange  (No.  71)  and  that  of 
the  last  two  there  were  no  stamps  of  the  “SECOND  DESIGNS.”  at  all,  hence,  there  was 
not  “a  full  set  of  them  [“FIRST  DESIGNS.”],  each  differing  in  some  way  from  the 
corresponding  value  of  the  regular  issue”  as  erroneously  claimed  by  Luff. 

A great  deal  has  been  written  in  the  Philatelic  press  during  the  past  twelve  years 
on  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  issue  of  the  Premieres  Gravures.  On  the  affirmative  side 
there  are  only  Luff  and  Philip  H.  Ward,  Jr.,  (1942,  p.  181),  who  added  nothing  whatso- 
ever to  what  he  called  Luff’s  “theories.”  On  the  negative  side  there  are  Howard  E. 
Jackson  (1931,  p.  31 1),  Elliott  Perry  (1931  [p.  33]),  Clarence  W.  Brazer  (1933,  p.  52), 
(1941,  p.  171),  G.  W.  Nowell-Usticke  (1937,  p.  22),  Stanley  B.  Ashbrook  (1942,  p.  91) 
and  others  who,  while  not  in  entire  agreement  among  themselves  as  to  the  solutions  of 
some  other  questions  involved,  are  unanimous  in  the  conclusion  that  the  ic,  3c,  5c,  I2C, 
30c  red  orange  and  90c  values  of  the  “FIRST  DESIGNS.”  are  not  postage  stamps.  The 
research  of  these  individuals  may  be  considered,  quite  properly,  as  qualifying  them  as 
experts  on  this  subject  and  their  writings  as  expert  testimony  adverse  to  the  case  of  the 
Premieres  Gravures. 

The  proponents  of  the  Premieres  Gravures  theory,  for  such  it  is,  have  failed  to  sustain 
the  burden  of  proof  that  there  were  two  issues  of  United  States  postage  stamps  of  different 
designs  in  1861.  In  default  of  such  proof  the  assertion  that  the  “FIRST  DESIGNS.” 
are  postage  stamps  and  entitled  to  be  listed  as  such  in  the  Catalog  must  be  dismissed  and 
these  gummed  and  perforated  essays  and/or  trial  color  proof  impressions  of  the  engravings 
of  the  several  denominations  of  the  stamps  must  be  relegated  to  the  appropriate  sections 
of  the  Catalog.  They  should  not  be  retained  under  the  heading  “POSTAGE  General 
Issues.”  The  question  with  which  this  paper  opened,  therefore,  must  be  answered  in  the 
negative.  There  were  not  tw^o  issues  of  postage  stamps  in  1861  and  the  “Premieres 
Gravures”  are  not  postage  stamps. 

The  situation  created  by  listing  Nos.  55,  56,  57,  59,  61  and  62  is  not  changed  in  the 
slightest  degree  by  the  small  type  note  at  the  head  of  the  issue  stating  that  ''It  is  doubtful 
that”  these  numbers  “were  regularly  issued.”  The  fault  is  in  the  listing  of  these  items, 
not  in  the  qualification.  If  the  fact  of  issue  is  doubtful  why  are  they  listed?  If  they  were 
not  regularly  issued  why  are  they  listed  under  postage  stamps?  If  the  “FIRST  DE- 
SIGNS.” is  not  a regular  issue  what  kind  of  an  issue  is  it?  An  irregular  one?  What 
kind  of  an  issue  is  that?  Since  Scott  Publications,  Inc.,  do  not  claim  that  there  are  two 
designs  of  the  24c  and  30c  denominations,  whv  are  they  listed  both  under  “FIRST  DE- 
SIGNS.” and  “SECOND  DESIGNS.  REGULAR  ISSUE?”  The  listing  of  these  items 
under  two  different  designs  is  improper  and  misleading  in  spite  of  the  small  type  note 
under  “SECOND  DESIGNS.  REGULAR  ISSUE.”  The  former  should  be  consolidated 
with  No.  70  and  the  latter  should  not  be  listed  as  a postage  stamp. 

The  3c  Trial  Color  Proofs 

It  should  not  be  necessary  to  argue  that  two  additional  “stamps”  of  the  “SECOND 
DESIGNS.  REGULAR  ISSUE.,”  i.  e..  No.  66,  the  3c  lake  and  No.  74,  the  3c  scarlet,  as 
to  each  of  which  there  is  a footnote  that  this  stamp,  perforated  and  imperforate  ‘'was  7iot 
regularly  issued”  should  be  omitted  from  regular  issues.  What  reason  can  there  possibly 
be  for  including  among  the  postage  stamps  of  the  United  States  items  which  the  cata- 
loguer admits  were  not  regularly  issued?  Items  which  were  not  regularly  issued  cannot 
possibly  be  postage  stamps  and  cannot  possibly  have  any  place  in  a section  of  the  Catalog 
devoted  to  postage  stamps.  These  items  are  nothing  but  trial  color  proof  Impressions  of 
the  engravings  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  and  deserve  to  he  and  should  be 
listed  as  such  under  the  section  of  the  Catalogue  comprising  I'rial  Color  Proofs. 
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'I'o  sum  up,  first,  there  is  no  evidence  that  Nos.  53,  56,  57,  39  and  62  were  issued  and 
used  as  postage  stamps — they  are  essays.  Secondly,  there  is  no  evidence  that  No.  61  was 
issueil  and  used  as  a postage  stamp — it  is  a trial  color  proof  impression.  Thirdly,  there 
is  no  eviilence  that  Nos.  66  and  74  were  issued  and  used  as  postage  stamps — these  are  also 
trial  color  proof  impressions.  Fourthly,  the  other  stamps  of  the  “FIRST  DESKjNS.,” 
i.  e..  Nos.  38  and  60,  should  be  transferred  to  the  “REGULAR  ISSUE.,”  the  former 
ahead  of  No.  68  as  ^'ype  I and  the  latter  as  part  of  No.  70.  Of  course,  the  heading 
“SECOND  DESKiNS.”  should  be  omitted.  By  what  right  is  a cloud  cast  upon  these 
two  stamps  by  excluding  them  from  the  heading  “RECiULAR  ISSUE.” — there  is  nothing 
in  the  least  irregular  about  them. 

After  more  than  ten  years  of  criticism,  the  time  has  certainly  come  when  Scott  Pub- 
lications, Inc.,  should  revise  the  listing  of  these  items  in  the  Catalogue.  To  continue  this 
incorrect  listing  tends  to  cast  doubt  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  Catalogue  and  may  even 
involve  responsibility  to  anyone  purchasing  these  items  as  postage  stamps  without  having 
noticed  the  small  type  notes  or  straddles.  These  notes,  of  course,  are  not  reprinted  in 
auction  catalogues  listing  these  items  under  Scott’s  numbers  because  the  use  of  the  num- 
bers is  all  that  is  required  under  the  “SPECIAL  NOTICE  AND  WARNING”  printed 
on  the  reverse  of  the  title  page  of  the  Catalogue.  Thus,  their  sale  as  postage  stamps  is 
aided  and  abetted. 

"Fhe  recent  auction  sale  of  the  collection  of  the  late  William  M.  Potts  in  Philadelphia 
on  January  24  and  23,  1944  illustrates  this  point.  The  collection  was  arranged  and  cata- 
logued by  a well  known  dealer  who  probably  also  prepared  the  preface  to  the  Catalog, 
although  It  was  signed  by  the  auctioneers.  Among  other  things,  it  was  stated  that  the 
collection  consisted  of  United  States  stamps;  that  the  deceased  was  a collector  of  the 
old  school  who  desired  a single  copy  only;  that  he  endeavored  to  obtain  completeness  in 
tbe  countries  which  he  collected;  that  he  wanted  the  rare  as  well  as  the  common  varie- 
ties and  was  most  fortunate  in  getting  together  some  of  the  world’s  famous  rarities  and 
that  among  the  United  States  stamps  the  issues  were  practically  complete,  including  “a  full 
set  of  the  August,  1861  Series.”  These  were  listed  in  the  auction  catalog  as  "Series  1861  — 
First  Designs""  by  Scott’s  Catalogue  numbers.  The  deceased’s  purchase  prices,  the  Catalog 
prices  and  the  amounts  realized  are  as  follows: 


Lot 

Cost 

Catalog 

Sold 

33  ic  indigo 

$2,000 

$2,300 

$140 

37  3c  brown 

952 

730 

140 

38  I2C  black 

6,600 

3>500 

230 

41  30c  red  orange 

2,278 

1,230 

140 

42  90c  dull  blue 

762 

400 

120 

All  of  these  items  were,  of  course,  unused  and  the  invoices  showing  the  amounts  paid 
therefor  by  the  deceased  were  attached  to  the  lots.  Thus  “stamps”  (?)  which  had  cost 
$12,392  and  are  catalogued  today  at  $8,400  realized  the  nominal  sum  of  $770.  Surely 
such  a situation  is  nothing  short  of  scandalous.  It  may  be  wondered  wbat  the  deceased 
would  have  said  could  he  have  been  at  the  sale  and  what  action  he  might  have  taken 
against  whomever  may  have  sold  to  him  or  induced  him  to  purchase  these  “world’s  famous 
rarities”  as  postage  stamps. 

Editorial  Note — The  prices  for  which  these  premiere  gravures  were  recently  sold  indicates  that  they 
are  now  generally  accepted  as  finished  essays  and  trial  color  proofs  at  the  prices  paid  for  such  rarities. 
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.Essays 


In  the  United  States  have  been  collected  and  so  named  from  the  earliest  days 

of  stamp  collecting.  The  very  first  U.  S.  philatelic  catalog  was  ‘‘The  Stamp  Collectors 
Manual  compiled  by  A.  C.  Kline,  834  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  1862.”  This  first 
U.  S.  Catalog  in  each  edition  from  1862  onward  listed  the  stamps  of  each  issue  and  followed 
the  stamp  listings  of  each  issue  with  a caption  ESSAYS,  under  which  were  listed  the  essays 
then  known  for  the  stamps  cataloged  above.  In  the  front  of  the  book  we  find  the  earliest 
U.  S.  philatelic  definition  of  essays  as  follows: 

ESS  AYS’'  comprehends  those  stamps  having  either  accidental  difference  from  those 
used  or  that  were  printed  for  issue,  but  never  circulated. 

T'his  definition  was  slightly  perfected  the  following  year,  and  in  the  1863  edition  on 
page  7 under  the  general  title  of  ABBREVIATIONS  we  find: — 

“ESSAYS”  comprehends  those  stamps  having  accidental  difference  from  those  used,  or 
that  have  been  offered  by  the  designers,  but  not  adopted. 

This  definition,  which  was  repeated  in  following  editions,  has  practically  the  same 
philatelic  meaning  that  we  use  today,  and  as  has  been  generally  used  by  philatelists  for  the 
past  81  years,  except  that  we  now  limit  it  to  difference  in  design. 
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Oti  the  title  pa^e  ot  Kline’s  Manual  for  1863  are  illustrated  the  five  normal  size  wood 
cuts  of  essays,  as  shown  at  the  head  of  this  article.  No  stamps  are  illustrated  in  the  book. 
In  the  upper  rifjht  corner  is  the  National  Hank  Note  Co.  1861  12c  premiere  gravure  essay 
(59  E-Ha);  in  the  upper  right  corner  is  the  Hald,  Cousland  & Co.  1851  3c  Washington 
essay  (33  E-J ) ; In  the  lower  left  corner  is  the  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.  1861  12c  essay 
( S9  E-Ao)  ; in  the  lower  right  corner  is  the  Draper,  Welsh  & Co.  1851  3c  essay  (33  E-Cj)  ; 
and  in  the  center  of  the  page  we  see  the  Hald,  Cousland  & Co.  1851  3c  essay  (33  E-N)  with 
\J.  and  S.  on  each  side  of  the  numeral  3.  All  these,  and  many  more  essays  were  known, 
listed  and  generally  collected  in  1862-3  and  ever  since.  These  same  illustrations  continue 
to  appear  upon  the  title  page  of  Kline’s  Manual  in  following  years,  though  the  arrange- 
ment varied. 

I hese  early  listings  of  essays  were  not  then  always  correctly  placed  under  the  re- 
spective Issues,  nor  for  that  matter  were  they  always  correctly  placed  in  later  years,  as 
by  Mason  in  191 1. 

However  the  illustration  In  the  1862  edition,  of  the  National  Hank  Note  Co.  1861  12 
cents  premiere  gravure  essay  proves  it  was  then  known  as  an  essay,  available  to  collectors 
in  1862,  within  a year  after  it  was  designed  and  engraved. 


The  U»  S.  1861  3 Cents  Scarlet,  Etc* 

Scott’s  U.  S.  Catalogue,  and  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue,  lists  as  a postage 
stamp  their  number  74  with  a note  in  the  U.  S.  Catalogue  only,  that  '"This  stamp  per- 
forated and  imperforate  was  not  regularly  issued.”  Therefore  it  is  not  a postage  stamp 
but  is  a trial  color  plate  proof  and  properly  should  be  listed  in  the  I'rial  Color  Proof 
section  of  the  U.  S.  Catalogue.  It  is  priced  in  finished  condition  perforated  and  gummed 
unused  at  $250.00,  imperforate  unused  at  $150.00  and  pen  cancelled  at  $100.00. 

I'hrough  the  courtesy  of  Clinton  H.  Vanderbilt  we  have  been  shown  a 1910  Price 
List  of  the  late  C.  E.  Rothfuchs  a dealer  then  in  Hoston  who  was  succeeded  by  the  New 
England  Stamp  Co.  In  this  booklet  Mr.  Rothfuchs  states  ‘‘The  3c  scarlet  which  1 offer 
for  sale  are  NOT  USED.  They  have  four  ink  lines  three-quarters  across  each  stamp, 
otherwise  they  are  in  fine  condition  and  have  full  ORIGINAL  gum.”  “And  are  of  the 
same  sheet  that  I obtained  some  sixteen  years  ago  (1893)  while  located  in  If  ashington.” 
“I  consider  those  that  do  not  compare  favorably  with  the  genuine  stamp  as  perforated 
proofs,  and  no  better  than  the  faked  Navy  2c  green  and  the  faked  Periodical  set  ic  to 
$60.00  on  soft  paper.”  “The  3c  scarlet  with  ink  lines  is  much  scarcer  and  more  desirable 
than  a doubtful  copy  without  ink  lines.”  He  probably  refers  to  the  uncancelled  copies  both 
perforated  and  imperforate  which  are  in  a little  lighter  shade. 

Mr.  Rothfuchs  while  in  Washington  arranged  for  the  Post  Office  Department  their 
exhibit  of  stamps  for  the  Columbian  Exposition  held  in  Chicago  in  1893.  It  is  said  that, 
lacking  any  appropriation  to  pay  him  for  this  service,  the  P.  O.  D.  gave  Mr.  Rothfuchs 
for  his  services  a number  of  sheets  of  finished  proofs  and  stamp  remainders  of  the  1851- 
1860  issue.,  etc.  Thus  the  3c  scarlet  sheet  no  doubt  came  from  this  lot,  which  is  said  also 
to  have  included  the  i860  imperforate  24  cents,  30  cents  and  90  cents  in  shades  different 
from  the  regular  stamps  issued  in  perforated  form.  3'hese  three  imperforate  proofs  on 
stamp  paper  without  gum  are  those  now  listed  in  Scott’s  U.  S.  Catalog  as  numbers  52c 
at  $300.00,  52c  pair  at  350.00,  53a  at  500.00,  53c  pair  at  500.00,  54a  at  1000.00,  54a 
pair  at  8000.00.  Helow  this  series  of  listings  is  a footnote  as  follows:  “From  investiga- 
tions by  careful  students  it  seems  probable  that  Nos.  S2r*  53«*  und  54/7  were  not  regularly 
issued  but  came  from  trial  printings.” 

All  the  above  mentioned  proofs  and  trial  color  proofs  and  many  others  “not  regu- 
larly issued”  properly  should  be  listed  in  the  Proof  section  of  the  U.  S.  Catalogue  under 
a column  headed  “On  Stamp  paper’’  and  deleted  from  the  listings  as  stamps,  as  none  were 
ever  sold  or  used  “as  evidence  of  prepayment  of  postage”  as  provided  in  the  law  author- 
izing the  Postmaster  General  to  Issue  stamps.  These  proofs  are  also  among  the  highest 
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priced  proofs  in  the  world,  as  are  the  1861  premiere  gravures  trial  color  essays  and  proofs, 
described  in  another  article  in  this  Journal  by  Cyril  F.  dos  Passos.  Mr.  Rothfuchs  also 
had  the  1890  imperforate  unused  2c  lake  PL  No.  18,  2c  carmine  PI.  No.  18,  4c  brown  and 
5c  chocolate  PI.  No.  46,  all  of  which  come  in  from  five  to  twelve  shades  of  trial  color 
printings. 

This  item  was  first  listed  in  Scott’s  Catalog  38th  Edition  of  1880  as — 1868  3c  ver- 
milion at  1. 00  used  and  i.oo  unused.  By  1890  it  was  called — 1866  3c  scarlet  without  any 
price,  but  in  1892  it  was  priced  at  15.00  unused.  J.  W.  Scott  had  a lot  that  he  said  came 
from  New  Orleans.  An  old  time  New  York  dealer  believes  that  it  was  in  1884  that  he 
•saw  one  cancelled  as  here  illustrated  within  the  letter  D.  He  says  a customer  wanted 
one  cancelled  and  that  the  dealer  said  he  could  get  him  one. 


Cancellation  Similar  to  That  Seen  on  3 Cents  Scarlet 

A copy  of  these  lighter  scarlet  finished  trial  color  proofs  was  seen  some  years  ago 
lightly  cancelled  on  one  side  so  that  if  done  within  the  last  decade  we  might  expect  it  was 
subjected  to  the  request  “Please  cancel  lightly.”  The  cancellation  was,  if  we  remember 
correctly,  similar  to  that  illustrated  herewith;  though  the  bars  may  have  been  vertical  and 
we  are  not  certain  of  the  letter.  From  stamps  accumulated  and  bundled  by  the  late 
Joseph  S.  Rich  in  the  late  1890’s  some  of  which  were  opened  specially  for  this  study,  we 
find  that  this  type  with  horizontal  bars  was  used  in  the  i88o’s  and  1890’s,  and  at  least  as 
late  as  1894  since  it  occurs  on  the  2 cents  carmine  triangles  I and  II  without  watermark 
and  that  the  block  letter  D in  these  grids  is  known  only  from  New  York  Station  D,  then 
at  Third  Ave.  and  Seventh  St.  The  period  of  use  of  this  oval  grid  cancellation  covers  only 
that  in  which  (except  1919-20)  the  single  postage  rate  was  2 cents.  Thus  this  cancellation 
is  without  value  as  showing  legitimate  use  as  a postage  stamp.  The  date  of  use  of  this 
type  of  cancellation  however  shows  that  these  trial  color  3 cents  scarlets  might  well  have 
come  from  the  P.  O.  D.  files,  as  did  many  other  such  items,  in  that  decade. 


Reviews  of  Peblicatioins 

THE  AMERICAN  PHI LATELIST  in  November,  1943,  began  a series  of  articles 
running  thru,  December,  January  1944,  February  and  March  and  still  to  be  continued, 
entitled  “The  United  States  Issue  of  1869;  Preceded  by  some  Additional  Notes  on  The 
Premieres  Gravures  of  1861”  by  Stanley  B.  Ashbrook.  All  of  this  series  is  elaborately 
and  handsomely  illustrated  with  large  size  cuts  of  essays  and  proofs  that  should  do  much 
to  popularize  them.  Mr.  Ashbrook  is  an  excellent  photographer  and  the  large  half  tone 
illustrations  in  most  cases  bring  out  the  details  clearly.  The  first  article  is  entirely  con- 
cerned with  the  1861  issue,  the  latter  part  of  the  title. 

In  his  FOREWORD  Mr.  Ashbrook  writes  (Italics  are  used  throughout  this  review 
for  emphasis).  “7  hold  that  the  truth  is  the  most  important  pactor  in  philatelic  research 
and  once  a deviation  from  the  actual  facts  is  iioted^  it  is  the  duty  of  the  finder  to  make  the 
deviations  known.”  As  a number  of  conclusions  in  these  articles  are  stated  as  facts,  with- 
out supporting  documentary  evidence  that  is  convincing,  we  will  therefore  endeavor  to 
perform  our  duty  in  the  following  review  of  a very  long  paper,  in  order  that  deviations 
from  the  facts  be  made  known,  or  at  least  to  point  out  wherein  we  are  not  convinced  by 
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the  author’s  assumptions.  It  is  a scientific  axiom  that  conclusions  based  on  false  as- 
sumptions are  worthless. 

M uch  of  the  information  jj;iven  in  these  articles  was  first  published  by  previous 
students,  as  well  as  by  Mr.  Ashbrook.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  authors  are  not  always 
credited,  or  at  least  documented  by  footnotes,  as  authors  thus  escape  responsibility  for 
false  information,  as  well  as  for  plaigarism.  No  one,  now  living,  knows  from  personal 
knowledge  what  happened  83  years  ago,  except  what  he  may  observe  from  documentary 
evidence,  and  all  other  information  and  facts  must  be  gathered  from  previous  recordings. 
Much  other  important  information  previously  published  by  other  students  is  ignored  and 
not  mentioned;  so  it  probably  has  either  escaped  the  author’s  attention  or  unfortunately 
was  considered  unimportant.  Consequently  some  of  the  conclusions  given  are  misleading, 
if  not  actual  misstatements  of  fact.  The  use  of  newly  coined  names  for  essays  such  as 
“sample  labels”  also  has  added  to  the  confusion  caused  by  frequent  use  of  quotation  marks 
for  words  and  phrases  of  his  own.  I'hose  holding  the  1896  views  of  John  N,  Luff,  that 
the  1861  essays  were  a first  issue  of  stamps,  are  thus  provided  with  good  reasons  not  to 
change  their  belief  that  Luff  was  right. 

Now  all  this  is  unfortunate.  The  1861  premieres  gravures,  for  over  ten  years,  have 
been  called  essays  by  previous  students  based  upon  published  information  convincing  to 
other  students.  The  3 cents  and  12  cents  have  been  known  as  essays  ever  since  1862,  and 
the  I cent,  5 cent  and  90  cents  were  described  in  detail  by  Clarence  W.  Brazer  in 
STJMPS  where  they  were  called  essays  as  early  as  April,  1933.  The  article  by 
Cyril  F.  dos  Passos  in  this  Journal  should  be  the  last  word  necessary  to  convince  serious 
thinking  students  that  all  the  premieres  gravures  except  the  10  cents,  24  cents  and  30 
cents,  are  actually  essays  and  are  now  generally  acknowledged  as  such.  A nearly  complete 
collection  of  the  essays  and  proofs  of  this  1861  (and  the  1869)  issue  contains  much  detail 
documentary  proof  of  the  procedure  of  production  from  the  Advertisement  for  Proposals 
up  to  the  issue  of  the  regular  stamps,  which  with  documentary  correspondence  between 
the  P.  ().  D.  and  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  during  the  period,  exists.  When  that 
detail  information  is  published  the  story  may  be  completed. 

In  the  November,  1942  American  Philatelist , page  105  Mr.  Ashbrook  claims  that  he 
published  for  the  first  time  the  real  solution  to  the  Luff  invention  of  the  “Premieres 
(jravures.”  Apparently  he  now  believes  that  all  previous  students’  publications,  including 
his  own,  were  not  “real  solutions.”  He  also  states  “These  labels  came  from  unofficial 
or  privately  manufactured  plates”  and  “the  30c  red  orange  . . . .,  with  original  gum  and 
official  perforations  on  a special  paper.”  How  the  plate  was  “unofficial”  but  the  perfora- 
tions “official”  we  cannot  understand.  He  also  says  “I  call  the  ic,  3c,  5c,  I2c  and  90c  the 
‘sample’  labels,  because  these  bits  of  paper  were  produced  in  a plant  of  a private  bank 
note  engraving  firm  which  did  not  possess  any  Government  contract  at  the  time  these 
labels  were  manufactured.”  Essays  are  an  effort  to  obtain  a contract  and  are  produced 
by  firms  who  do  not  yet  have  that  contract.  But  how  can  they  be  “labels”  when  they 
bear  the  inscription  “U.  S.  Postage,”  with  a value  expressed?  Surely  no  dictionary  so 
defines  a label.  It  is  held  by  serious  students  that  they  were  issued  by  the  U.  S.  P.  O.  D to 
foreign  governments  as  specimens. 

The  author  on  page  105,  repeated  on  page  108,  also  says  “Sheets  of  these  ‘Samples’ 
accompanied  the  bid  of  the  Bank  Note  Co.” 

But  he  offers  no  documentary  evidence  to  support  these  statements  made  as  fact. 
The  paragraphs  of  argument  on  page  108  by  which  he  tries  to  make  us  believe  that  the 
N.  B.  N.  Co.  had  planned  and  prepared  their  “Samples”  months  before  the  appearance 
of  the  March,  1861,  advertisement,  show  little  evidence  of  manufacturing  bank  note  en- 
graving procedure  and  U.  S.  Government  contract  bidding.  That  this  seems  a false  as- 
sumption at  the  very  beginning  of  his  argument,  should  be  evident  from  the  short  period 

(1)  See  list  of  LITERATURE  appended  to  article  by  Cyril  F".  dos  Passos  on  paite  83  of  this  Journal. 
This  list  includes  only  those  published  articles  that  pertain  to  the  Mr.  dos  Passos  arguments,  others  are  by 
Frank  Flolloubush  in  Statups  of  December  1932,  Elliott  Perry  in  Stamps  1933,  and  a paper  read  by 
Stanley  H.  Ashbrook  before  the  First  Philatelic  Congress  in  1933. 

(2)  See  Illustration  from  Kline’s  Manual  of  1863  on  page  84  of  this  Journal,  and  another  article 
by  /\shbrook  in  the  Stamp  Specialist,  \"ello\v  Book  1942. 
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between  the  date  of  Advertisement  for  Proposals  on  March  27,  1861,  and  the  receipt  and 
opening  of  bids  on  April  30,  1861. (^)  Those  familiar  with  bank  note  engraving  and  the 
letting  of  U.  S.  Government  contracts,  would  not  think  of  starting  designs  until  the 
specifications  were  made  available,  as  in  this  advertisement  which  specified  the  heads  to  be 
used  on  the  different  values,  and  that  “On  all  the  stamps  the  denomination  must  be  given 
distinctly,  in  figures  as  well  as  letters.”  On  the  previous  1851-60  stamps  only  the  10  cents 
and  30  cents  complied  with  this  requirement  and  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.  had  to  add 
numerals  to  all  the  other  designs  that  they  essayed  for  the  1861  contract. 

To  design  and  engrave  the  dies  for  eight  different  stamps  is  about  all  that  was  then 
possible  of  execution  within  34  days,  or  less.  Die  essays  of  each  design  printed  in  several 
colors  still  exist  and  no  doubt  these  were  all  that  were  essayed  with  the  bid.  To  take  up 
and  harden  the  roll  and  to  transfer  eight  plates  of  200  subjects  each  is  a very  expensive 
matter  and  would  probably  have  required  at  least  a month  after  the  dies  were  engraved 
and  hardened.  After  completing  the  eight  plates,  impressions  on  stamp  paper  would  have 
had  to  be  printed,  gummed  and  perforated.  Would  any  sane  person  willingly  assume  such 
needless  expense,  even  if  time  could  have  been  available,  when  die  essays  in  colors  more 
than  met  the  requirements  of  the  specifications,  and  before  the  bids  were  opened?  When 
their  main  competitor  who  held  the  previous  contract  had  the  experience  of  previous  stamp 
production  costs  to  guide  the  amount  of  their  bid,  as  well  as  being  favored  by  the  speci- 
fications for  the  use  of  heads  they  already  had  in  use,  not  to  mention  old  friends  in  the 
P.  O.  D.?  (A)  The  American  B.  N.  Co.  only  essayed  models  56E-B,  C,  D,  E,  57E-B,  C,  D. 

After  the  bids  were  opened  and  it  was  found  that  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  was 
the  lowest  bidder,  then  the  Expert  Committee  may  have  required  submission  of  the  plate 
essays  and  probably  required  some  of  the  changes  in  the  designs  before  approving  the 
award.  All  this  information  and  much  more  completely  outlining  the  “first  real  solution” 
was  published  in  July,  1941.  (^) 

On  page  106  the  author  states  as  a fact — “the  advertisement  specified  among  other 
things,” — “that  each  bid  submitted  must  be  accompanied  by  “SAMPLES”  of  work,  showing 
the  quality  of  the  products  the  bidder  was  prepared  to  furnish.”  The  word  SAMPLES 
quoted  (from  whom;)  and  in  capitals,  is  an  invention  of  Mr.  Ashbrook  as  this  word 
cannot  be  found  once  in  the  entire  Advertisement  for  Proposals. {^)  In  the  following 
paragraph  on  page  106  Mr.  Ashbrook  quotes  Clarence  W.  Brazer’s  first  (1933)  publica- 
tion of  this  specification  requirement,  but  the  correct  quotation  from  the  Advertisement 
uses  the  correct  word  “specimen.”  Essays  were  submitted  by  bidders  in  an  effort  to 
obtain  approval.  Samples  were  issued  by  the  P.  O.  D.  to  be  matched  by  the  contractor, 
as  is  evident  from  the  1861  contract  which  says  “all  stamps  shall  be” — “equal  to  the 
approved  sample.”  Therefore  the  issued  stamps  were  equal  to  the  approved  samples. 

On  this  same  page  106  the  author  also  calls  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.’s  essays  for  this 
1861  contract  “lay  down  proofs”  and  illustrates  their  12  cents  essay  with  a caption  of 
“sample."’"’  This  design  was  also  illustrated  and  described  in  the  first  U.  S.  philatelic 
catalog,  Klines  ^Manual,  1863  edition,  as  an  essay.  (2)  Here  is  another  example  of  con- 
fusing readers  by  loosely  calling  similar  things  by  different  names.  Is  it  a “sample”  or  a 
“lay  down  proof”?  It  is  neither!  At  least  since  1863,  it  is  an  essay. 

On  page  109  we  find  another  questionable  assumption.  “I  think  it  is  perfectly  reason- 
able to  assume  that  these  “sample  designs”  were  purposely  left  incomplete,  because  they  did 
not  desire  that  the  finished  and  issued  stamps  be  difficult  to  distinguish  from  the  “samples.” 

The  differences  in  design  were  so  minute  on  the  ic,  5c»  and  90c  that  eagle  eye  phila- 
telists did  not  discover  them  until  thirty  five  years  later.  The  24c  and  30c  designs  were 
not  changed!  Can  any  sane  person  with  an  understanding  of  the  procedure  of  ordinary 
design  and  engraving  and  the  essence  of  wartime  element  involved,  follow  such  an  un- 
reasonable assumption? 

On  page  109  the  author  states  as  a fact  “the  design  of  the  issued  stamp  came  from  an 
official  plate  which  was  made  “Under  Government  Supervision.” 

(A)  To  imply  that  any  contractor  hail  advance  information  is  similar  to  havini:  advance  examination 
questions. 

(3)  See  Collectors  Club  Philatelist,  July,  I94^i  183  hy  C.  . Urazer.  hirst  .Award  1 aper  for 

Philatelic  Research,  read  at  Collectors  Club,  June  4,  1941,  entitled  History  of  Preparation  of  the  U.  S. 
1861  Stamps. 
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We  quote  troni  a paper  read  by  Stanley  H.  Ashbrook  at  tbe  55tli  Convention  of  tlie 
A.  P.  S.,  at  liuffalo,  N.  \ Aufjust,  1940,  and  printed  in  tbe  Proceedings  of  tbe  Convention 
(page  96). 


‘‘as  a result  of  the  tine  sample  work  submitted,  ( Rcvieivers  Note — The  Postmaster  (General  said 
it  'zvas  hecatise  of  being  lozvest  bidder,)  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  was  awarded  the  Govern- 
ment contract,  but  this  contract  especially  provided  that  all  dies,  transfer  rolls,  and  printed  stamps 
be  made  under  Go\ernment  supervision,  (A)  hence  the  sample  dies,  transfer  rolls  and  plates  of 
above  values  could  not  lawfully  (H)  be  used  for  the  production  of  the  regular  stamps.” 

Ffecause  of  the  above  facts,  ‘Zihich  / challenge  anyone  to  dispute,  ( Revie’zver — Both  of  these 
statements  are  not  “facts”  but  inventions  of  Mr.  Ashbrook)  these  labels  listed  as  SS.  ^6,  >7.  59i  6l  and 
62  are  really  not  in  as  leititimate  a class  as  many  of  our  proofs,  essays  and  trial  printiiif'S,  but  are  in 
fact  nothinii  more  than  ‘samples  of  work’  made  privately  by  a Bank  Note  Engraving  firm  wliich  did 
not  have  a Government  contract  at  tlie  time  they  were  manufactured.” 

‘‘Regarding  the  correct  term  of  ‘samples’  for  the  so-called  I^remieres  Gravures,  I wish  to  state 
that  I did  not  coin  the  name  ‘samples,’  but  ratlier,  these  items  are  so  referred  to  in  the  six-year  contract 
with  the  National  Ifank  Note  Company  dated  August  15th,  1861.” 

I’he  following  is  from  this  contract: 

"And  that  all  said  stamps  sliall  be  furnished  in  sheets,  printed  upon  good  paper,  equal  to  the 
approved  sample”  etc.  ( Rez'ieners  Note — T'hc  “approved  sample”  must  have  been  identical  with  the 
regularly  issued  stamps  which  were  required  to  he  “equal  to”  it,  hence  not  premieres  gravures.) 

“It  is  my  opinion  that  these  ‘Samples’  should  be  put  in  the  Proofs  and  Essays  Section  of  the 
Catalogue.” 


Elliott  I*erry  has  previously  pointed  out  that: 

A — The  contract  says  nothing  whatever  about  “Government  Supervision”  of  the  manufacture  of 
dies,  rolls  or  plates. 

B — Nothing  in  the  law  restricted  the  AI.  G.  as  to  what  die,  roll  or  plate  should  be  used  for  a 
suitable  postage  stamp. 


Any  government  supervision  under  a contract  by  a private  party  can  only  be  done 
under  tbe  terms  of  such  contract.  This  contract  did  not  go  into  effect  until  August  15,  and 
was  not  actually  dated  and  signed  until  November  5,  1861. (•'^)  Consequently  no  “govern- 
ment supervision”  was  in  legal  effect  prior  to  August  15  and  on  August  16-17  John  Luff 
says  nearly  eight  millions  of  regularly  issued  stamps  were  delivered  to  the  government  P.  O. 
1).  agents. (3)  7'he  P.  ().  D.  agent’s  duty  was  to  receive  the  finished  stamps.  Mr. 
Ashbrook,  nor  no  one  else,  has  yet  produced  any  documentary  evidence  that  the  govern- 
ment had  any  supervision  of  the  making  of  the  plates,  nor  of  printing  and  producing  the 
stamps.  No  such  supervision  was  necessary,  as  all  that  was  required  of  the  P.  O.  D.  was 
approval  (or  certification  as  it  is  called  today)  of  the  proofs,  and  that  was  generally  done 
in  Washington,  so  far  as  correspondence  shows. (4) 

On  page  110  Mr.  Ashbrook  states,  without  qualification,  “the  issued  stamps  was  made 
by  the  Company,  after  the  Company  had  been  awarded  the  contract.”  But  he  gives  no 
information  as  to  when  the  contract  ^^’as  awarded.  The  Collectors  Club  Philatelist 
article(3)  says  “It  must  have  been  known  before  June  i,  1861  that  the  contract  would 
be  awarded  to  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.”  as  on  that  date  they  began  fitting  up  new 
premises  for  the  finishing  of  the  stamps, — gumming,  perforating  and  packing,  etc.  of  the 
printed  sheets  which  were  most  probably  made  in  the  N.  B.  N.  C.  plant  across  Broadway. 
It  is  probable  that  the  contract  was  awarded  soon  after  opening  the  bids  on  April  30,  but 
subject  to  approval  by  the  Expert  Committee,  and  judging  from  the  many  trial  colors  of 
die  and  plate  essays  and  proofs,  this  committee  must  have  been  difficult  to  please. 

On  page  113  the  author  says  “here,  Mr.  Luff  made  the  statement  that  the  “First 
I'ypes”  were  issued  but  he  failed  to  produce  one  bit  of  evidence  to  support  his  bare  state- 
ment.'' Should  not  the  author  “first  cast  the  mote  out  of  his  own  eye”  by  producing 
evidence  to  support  unqualified  statements  of  fact,  or  else  state  them  as  opinions?  In  his 
1902  book  Luff  called  them  “premieres  gravures.” 

The  above  performs  our  unpleasant  “duty,”  suggested  by  the  author,  as  to  his  first 
article  of  the  series.  Whether  it  is  necessary  to  review  the  following  articles  in  order  to 
point  out  their  value  to  our  readers  w\\\  have  to  he  determined  later.  Our  duty  required 
that  we  point  out  much  that  is  wrong  and  misleading  in  this  article.  It  is  on  the  whole 
repetitious,  hut  also  a painstaking  and  interesting  effort  to  eliminate  the  1861  premieres 


gravures  as  stamps. 


(4)  No  evidence  is  known  that  the  I’.  M.  G.  “deemed  it  necessary  to  appoint  a special  Agent”  to  super- 
intend the  process  of  printing.  The  contract  does  not  authorize  superintendence  of  any  other  part  of  the  process. 


90 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal 


Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 


The  Editor  will  appreciate  receipt  of  Auction  Sale  priced  catalogs  only  of  essays  and 
proofs,  both  U.  S.  and  Foreign  for  review  in  this  Journal.  Only  those  prices  received  are 
reported  herein. 

Scarce,  rare  and  very  fine  material  offered  at  unreserved  floor  auctions  attract  bids 
from  collectors  and  their  dealer  agents  and  these  realizations  are  worth  reporting.  In 
many  sales  of  “run  of  the  mine”  material  few,  except  dealers  and  speculators  for  resale, 
attend  the  sales  and  the  realizations  are  therefore  mostly  wholesale  prices,  which  may  not 
be  reported.  In  most  auction  sales  there  are  perhaps  from  io%  to  20%  of  the  lots  which 
no  one  came  to  buy,  because  of  low  quality  or  simply  because  no  one,  who  read  the 
catalog,  needed  or  was  prepared  to  buy,  and  such  lots  (sometimes  fine)  usually  are  bought 
by  dealers  or  speculators  at  wholesale  prices. 

Lots  found  to  be  defective  or  incorrectly  described  and  large  miscellaneous  odd  lots 
are  not  reported. 

Hobson  Lowe  Ltd.  London  Sale  Nov.  17,  1043.  NEWFOUNDLAND 

This  sale  of  243  lots  was  entirely  Essays  and  Proofs.  Space  prevents  a complete  re- 
port but  the  illustrated  catalog  with  printed  Realizations  of  the  sale  may  be  obtained  from 
the  auctioneer.  We  quote  from  the  Foreword;  “Mr.  S.  A.  Brown  made  a notable  col- 
lection of  Newfoundland  and  a few'  years  ago  disposed  of  the  main  portion  of  the  collection. 
At  the  time  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  part  with  the  essays  and  proofs  which  formed 
two  large  volumes  and  contained  so  many  magnificent  examples  of  the  combined  art  of 
artist,  engraver  and  printer.” 

“The  engraved  portraits  on  the  stamps  of  this  Dominion  are  of  an  excellence  that  has 
rarely  been  equaled  in  philatelic  art,  and  among  the  most  outstanding  are  those  of  the 
Prince  Consort  (1866),  the  Prince  of  Wales  (1868),  the  widowed  Queen  Alexandria 
(1898),  Queen  Mary  (1901),  King  Edward  VII  (1932),  Queen  Elizabeth  (1932), 
Princess  Elizabeth  (1932)  and  His  Majesty  King  George  VI  (1938).” 

“Five  other  designs  must  be  mentioned,  the  codfish  and  the  seal  (both  engraved  by 
C.  H.  Jeens),  the  schooner  (1866),  the  brigantine  (1887)  and  the  caribou  (1932)  as  out- 
standing in  their  class.” 

“The  following  is  a list  of  the  printers  whose  productions  are  represented  in  this 
collection : — 


Perkins,  Bacon  & Co. — 1857,  1929,  1931,  1932,  1933. 

American  Bank  Note  Co. — 1866,  1868,  1897-1901. 

National  Bank  Note  Co.  New  York — 1868. 

British-American  Bank  Note  Co. — 1880,  1887,  1890,  1896. 

Macdonald  & Sons  and  Alexander  & Sons — 1911. 

Whitehead,  Morris  & Co. — 1911,  1919,  1923,  1928. 

J.  W.  Withers— 1920.” 

“Not  more  than  twelve  impressions  of  the  original  die  proofs  of  any  issue  were  made, 
in  many  cases  considerably  less,  and  of  some  the  examples  in  this  collection  are  truly 
unique.”  “Such  items  not  only  attract  the  attention  of  the  Newfoundland  specialist  but 
the  philatelic  connoisseurs  of  beautiful  engraving  and  printing.  This  is  the  finest  collection 
in  the  world  in  its  class.” 

The  sale  Catalog  unfortunately  lists  all  die  proofs  from  the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 
agents’  sample  sheets  as  “Mandel  proofs,”  but  Henry  G.  Mandel  probably  could  not 
have  had  anything  to  do  with  their  production,  though  they  may  have  come  originally  from 
his  wonderful  collection,  or  the  collection  of  Pres.  A.  G.  Goodall. 

1861-67  id  black  block  of  four  plate  proofs  on  card  $ 28.00 

2d  black  original  plate  proof  on  card  6.50 

2d  black,  same  in  block  of  four  24.00 
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.^il  black  plate  proof  on  bluish  12.00 

.^cl  black  original  plate  proof  on  card  ii.oo 

4d  black  original  plate  proof  on  card,  pair  14.00 

Sd  black  original  plate  proof  on  card  10.50 

6d  black  original  plate  proof  on  card  12.00 

bj/^d  black  original  die  proof  104.00 

6^d  black  original  plate  proof,  block  of  four  34-00 

8(1  black  original  die  proof  96,00 

8(1  black  original  plate  proof,  pair,  one  stained  20.00 

IS  black  original  die  essay  on  tbin  paper,  before  ornaments  were  added 

in  corners,  stamp  size  88.00 

IS  black  original  plate  proof  on  card  6.50 

1866  Jeen’s  original  engraving  of  the  Codfish  with  lathework  oval  border, 

a fine  die  proof  in  black,  probably  unique,  also  a contemporary  proof 

of  the  2c  black  on  India  of  design  adopted  lOO.OO 

2c  black  die  proof  A.  B.  N.  Co.  No.  482,  probably  unique  52.00 

2c  green  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  four  21.25 

2c  green,  5c  brown,  loc  orange,  24c  blue  on  India  21.00 

2c  green,  5c  brown,  loc  orange,  24c  blue  on  card  19.00 

2c  green  die  essay  in  design  of  loc  without  NEWFOUNDLAND  24,00 

5c  black  die  essay  in  design  adopted  for  lOc  31-00 

5c  green  die  essay  in  design  adopted  for  loc  21.00 

Jeen’s  original  engraving  of  the  Seal  with  lathework  oval  border  in  black, 

probably  unique,  also  a contemporary  5c  brown  plate  proof  94.00 

5c  black  die  proof  A.  B.  N.  Co.  No.  487,  probably  unique  52.00 

5c  brown  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  four  showing  two  re-entries, 

one  corner  snipped  off  32.00 

5c  black  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  four  with  A.  B.  N.  Co.  imprint, 

one  design  small  airhole  36.00 

IOC  black  die  proof  No.  286,  probably  unique  36.00 

IOC  black  plate  proof  on  India,  marginal  block  of  four  21.00 

IOC  vermilion  plate  proof  on  blue  chemical  paper  7.50 

IOC  green  finished  trial  color  proof  gummed,  perforated  9.00 

I2C  black  die  proof  No.  292,  probably  unique  45-20 

I2C  pale  red-brown  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  four  17.00 

13c  black  die  proof  No.  489,  probably  unique  50.40 

13c  orange  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  four  21.00 

24c  black  die  proof  No.  293,  probably  unique  50.40 

24c  blue  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  four,  imprint  26.00 

N.B.N.C-  ic  black,  brown,  orange,  blue,  plate  proofs  on  card  18.00 

ic  mauve,  vermilion,  finished  trial  colors,  perf.  gummed  14.00 

IC  green,  brown,  blue,  orange-yellow  plate  proofs  on  India  14.00 

ic  black,  dull  purple,  plate  proofs  on  India,  pairs  13-00 

IC  dull  purple,  with  A.  B.  N.  C.  ic  brown-purple,  both  India  blocks  30.00 

A.B.N.C-  IC  black  die  proof  No.  386,  probably  unique  32.OO 

IC  green,  orange,  brown,  proofs  on  India,  pairs,  thin  13-00 

3c  black  die  proof  No.  386a,  probably  unique  32.00 

3c  brown  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  four  13-OO 

6c  black  die  proof  No.  386,  probably  unique  32.00 

6c  orange  plate  proof  on  India,  pair  6.50 

1887  y^c  blue  imperforate  plate  proof  9.00 

^c  green,  imperforate  plate  proof,  pair  17.00 

2c  orange-vermilion  imperf.  plate  proof,  pair  22.00 

IOC  black  on  stamp  paper  imperforate  with  gum  14.00 

1897  Cabot  IC  to  60c  complete  set  14  in  normal  colors  126.00 

Ivack  of  space  prevents  a report  on  the  essays  and  proofs  of  later  issues 
to  1933  including  airmails. 
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llainiiei*,  Hooke  At  C o.,  X.  Y.  Sale  Jan.  12,  1944.  UNITED  STATES 

1847  IOC  (lark  blue-green  (29TCI)  proof  die  sunk  on  India  on  card  $ 52.00 

IOC  black  reproduction  (29E-P2)  small  die  proof  on  pale  cream  wove  paper, 

1915  printing  3 known  75-00 

IOC  black  (29E-P3)  block  of  four  plate  proofs  on  India  (Cat.  125.00)  150.00 

5c,  IOC  (29D-P4  and  29E-P4)  reproduction  cardboard  proofs  ii.oo 

1851  ic  violet-red  (54A-TC5)  trial  color  proof  on  stamp  paper  13.00 

ic  blue  (54A-P3)  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  four  29.00 

1867  3c  rose  (79E-Cga)  essay  grill  all  over,  pair  28.00 

1869  3c  blue  (ii4E-Ch)  essay  perforated  block  of  four  9.00 

15c,  24c,  30c,  90c  inverted  centers,  set  of  four  card  proofs  270.00 

IC  to  I2C  ( 123TC4-128TC4)  Atlanta  six  values  in  5 colors  105. 00 

15c  to  90c  ( 129TC4-132TC4)  Atlanta  four  each  with  black  frames  36.00 

1890  2c  carmine  lake  (219D-TC5)  imperf.  proof  pair  on  stamp  paper  8.00 

5c  red-brown  (223TC5)  imperf.  trial  color  proof,  pair  20.00 

1893  IC  to  5.00  Columbian  set  of  card  proofs  33-00 

IC  to  5.00  large  die  proofs  sunk  on  large  cards  265.00 

1875  2c  blue  (RI52PI)  Revenue  large  die  proof  sunk  on  card  10.75 


Kdson  J.  Fifleld,  N.  Y.  Sale  Jan.  14,  1944.  UNITED  STATES 


1847  5c,  IOC  (29D-29E-P4)  reproduction  plate  proofs  on  card  9.50 

1851  IC  to  90c  ( 54A-P4-54HP4)  set  of  8 plate  proofs  on  card  i5-50 

1890  IC  to  90c  (219P4-229P4)  set  of  II  plate  proofs  on  card  11.50 

1893  IC  to  5.00  (230P4-245P4)  set  of  16  plate  proofs  on  card  30.00 

1898  IC  to  2.00  (285E-293E)  set  of  9 bi-color  die  essays  61.00 

1871  5 Revenue  Proprietary  ic  to  loc  (RBI-P4-RB7-P4)  on  card  3.50 

J.  C.  Morgenthau  & Co.,  N.  Y.  Sale  Jan.  18,  1944.  UNITED  STATES 

1861  IC  to  90c  (63P3-78P3)  set  of  10  plate  proofs  on  India  23.00 

1862  2c  black  (73P3)  block  of  four  on  India  (Cat.  15.00)  30.00 

1869  15c,  24c,  30c,  90c  inverted  center  set  of  four  card  proofs  251.00 


Uainbert  W.  Gerber,  N.  Y.  Sale  Jan.  21,  1944.  UNITED  STATES 


1861  IC  purple  (55E-Ah)  vignette  with  labels  die  essay  6.10 

1867  3c  deep  blue  (83E-Af)  o.  g.  pair  plate  essays  5-00 

3c  in  10  colors  (83E-Be)  blocks  of  four  starch  paper  1 60.00 

3c  carmine  (85E-Gi)  imperforate  die  essay  : 5-00 

3c  in  8 colors  (85E-Gk)  die  essays  perforated  40.00 

1866  3c  scarlet  (74P3)  plate  proof  on  India  (Cat.  9.00)  8.00 

1894  2.00  dark  blue  (262P1)  large  die  proof  (Cat.  15-O0)  1 5.00 

1861  IC  vermilion  (63TC5)  imperf.  block  of  four  starched  paper  12.00 

IC  bright  green  (63l'C5)  imperf.  block  of  four  starch  paper  i5-d^ 

IC  black  (63TC5)  imperf.  block  of  four  starched  paper  12.00 

IC  pale  blue  (63TC5)  imperf.  block  of  four  starched  paper  15-25 

IC  mouse  gray  (63TC5)  imperf.  block  of  four  starched  paper  i5-00 

IC  set  of  14  colors  as  above  in  blocks  of  four  150.00 

Mercniy  Stamp  Co.  N.  Y.  Sale  Feb.  16,  1944.  BRITISH  NORTH  AMERICA 

Canada  I2p  black  (6P3S)  on  India  with  green  SPECIMEN  74.00 

New  Brunswick  i860  5c  brown  (11P3S)  Connell  on  India  private  perf.  28.00 

5c  brown  (11P3S)  Connell  on  India  SPECIMEN  5.75 

Hanner,  Rooke  & Co.  N.  Y.  Sale,  Feb.  17,  1944.  UNITED  STATES 

1869  15c  black  and  green  (129TC4)  Atlanta  trial  proof  ii.OO 

1890  4c  yellow-brown  (222TC5)  imperf.  trial  color  proof  pair  o.  g.  on  stamp 

paper  18.50 
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.1903  Orani^e  River  Colony  Essays 

lly  Stephen  G.  Rich,  Ph.I). 

Kilitorial  Note.  Cataloi;  listiiitcs  of  these  essays  seen  by  the  Catalog  Committee  will  be  found,  with 
illustrations,  in  the  Catalog  section  of  this  Journai..  a'he  editor  has  inserted  catalog  numbers  for  identifica- 
tion. 


Up  to  writing  of  this  article,  a very  limited  number  of  essays  for  the  King  Edward  VII 
issue  of  Orange  River  Colony  would  appear  to  be  the  only  pieces  known  to  philately. 
None  of  them  are  even  mentioned  in  (jeldhof’s  book*;  and  they  may  well  have  been  un- 
known to  even  the  best-informed  philatelists  previous  to  1940.  At  the  time  of  writing, 
we  are  without  knowledge  of  any  essays  or  even  proofs,  of  the  preceding  issues,  of  the 
Orange  Free  State  Republic.  Likewise,  no  proofs  of  any  of  the  overprintings,  whether 
those  made  under  the  Republic,  the  \^.  R.  I.’s  of  1900,  the  three-line  “Orange  River 
Colony”  put  onto  Cape  of  Good  Hope  stamps,  or  the  revaluing  and  E.  R.  I.  overprintings, 
have  come  to  philatelic  knowledge. 

"Ehe  King  Edward  VII  issue  went  on  sale  in  Alarch  1903,  approximately  nine  months 
after  the  final  surrender  of  the  Orange  Free  State.  As  then  issued,  the  series  consisted  of 
eight  stamps  from  to  is.  Che  5s  stamp  was  added  in  1904.  I'he  civil  government 
of  the  Colony  had,  however,  been  established  as  early  as  1901,  following  the  proclamation 
of  annexation  on  May  24,  1900.  I'he  actual  designing  of  the  stamps  and  at  least  produc- 
tion of  some  dies,  occurred  in  early  1902  or  some  may  even  have  begun  in  late  1901. 

3'his  specific  statement  is  made  possible  because  of  an  essay  (63E-B)  in  my  collection, 
acquired  from  E,  E.  Hurt  in  1942.  'Ehis  essay  is  mounted  with  a cardboard  mat  cut  in  a 
recess  with  bevelled  edges,  in  a double  thickness  card,  3^^  inches  square.  It  consists  of  the 
frame  design,  substantially  as  used,  in  a medium  deep  green.  It  is  not  painted  or  drawn, 
but  clearly  an  impression  from  the  typograph  die.  I'he  center  has  been  cut  out,  and  the 
frame  essay  is  mounted  over  a typographed  print  in  dull,  red-violet  of  a medallion  of  King 
Edward  VII,  from  the  Fuchs  profile  drawing,  surmounted  by  the  imperial  crown.  3"he 
two  portions  were  each  printed  on  glazed  surface  paper  before  being  assembled. 

"Ellis  model  essay  card  bears,  carefully  lettered  in  ink,  in  its  upper  right  corner,  the 
date  “Febr.  19th,  02.” 

I'he  head  design,  while  of  the  9.5  x11.5mm.  oval,  similar  to  that  finally  adopted,  is 
not  the  same  as  that  used  on  the  actual  stamps,  but  apparently  one  not  found  on  any 
Issued  stamp.  With  a conspicuously  Roman  nose,  and  with  mutton-chop  whiskers  at  the 
corners  of  the  jaw,  it  is  definitely  unflattering.  In  fact,  it  makes  the  king  almost  pop- 
eyed.  Examination  with  a beam  of  strong  transmitted  light  shows  that  this  head  medal- 
lion, with  imperial  crown  above  it,  is  printed  alone,  without  any  border  design,  on  the 
lower  layer  of  the  pasted-up  model.  This  head  is  also  similar  to  that  used  on  Great 
Britain  1902  V2  pence  No.  127. 

I'hese  essays  are  all  typographed  or  “letterpress  printed,”  not  line-engraved  and 
recess-printed.  They  are  of  course,  De  La  Rue  productions.  They  are  made  from  en- 
graved dies,  but  transferred  in  reverse  of  line-engraving;  tbe  parts  that  print  are  left 
standing  above  the  lowered  surface  of  the  plate. 

Another  essay  (63-EA),  which  I also  acquired  from  E.  E.  Hurt  in  1942,  is  likewise 
mounted  on  a card,  3^4  inches  square,  but  of  single  thickness  only.  The  same  almost 
finished  frame  design  as  used  for  63E-B,  is  here  printed  in  black  on  glazed  paper,  and 
pasted  on  the  card.  Over  the  bottom  label  is  pasted  a similar  piece  in  black,  evidently  cut 
out  of  a similar  black  typographed  glazed  paper,  reading  “POSl'AGE  AND  REVENUE” 
in  small  colorless  gothic  condensed  capitals.  There  is  no  head  design  included.  In  the 
upper  right  corner  of  card,  In  pencil,  Is  the  date  “i-6-’o2”  (for  June  i,  1902). 


* A.  E.  Geldhof,  Stamps  of  the  Orange  Free  State.  A.  P.  S.  Handbook,  1938. 


94 


The  Kssay-Proof  Journal 


1 lie  frame  design  (63E-A)  is  unfinished  and  differs  from  the  frame  as  actually  used, 
in  that  it  lacks  shading  behind  the  springbok  and  wildebeeste,  in  the  drawing  of  the  two 
kops  (hills)  in  the  background,  in  the  patch  of  scrub  between  the  animals,  and  in  several 
iletails  of  the  foreground. 

j 

1 

I 


Unidentified  Uignette 

(i.i  normal  size) 

A third  item  associated  with  these,  is  a typographed  proof  in  black  on  card  2^x3^ 
inches,  of  the  medallion  with  the  King  Edward  VII  head,  14  mm.  high,  with  a small 
crown  above  it.  This  particular  medallion  I have  not  located  on  any  postage  stamps,  but 
without  its  crown  it  is  found  on  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  revenue  stamps  issued  from  1902 
onwards.  Its  bearing  here  is  mainly  its  close  agreement  with  the  medallion  ii  mm.  high, 
as  used  on  the  bicolored  values  of  the  Orange  River  Colony  issue.  It  appears  to  be  an 
enlarged  form  of  this  same  design.  It  agrees  less  completely  with  the  medallion  on  the 
single-colored  E^d,  id,  2d  and  2C2d  of  this  issue. 

Handstamped  in  blue,  from  a rubber  dater  apparently,  on  the  upper  left  corner,  is  “13 
NOV.  02”:  and  (apparently)  handstamped  in  black  from  a metal  device,  in  the  upper 
right  corner  in  two  lines,  are  the  words  “BEFORE  HARDENING”  in  condensed  gothic 
capitals.  A faint  pencil  notation  on  the  back  reads  “IVIatte”  and  over  it  are  tbe  penciled 
initials  C G H,  with  VI  below  them.  This  item  came  from  E.  F.  Hurt,  via  H.  E. 
Lobdell,  who  acquired  it  as  an  Orange  River  Colony  piece  on  the  statement  of  VIr.  Hurt. 
It  is  not  identical  with  the  head  on  either  the  revenues  or  the  postage  stamps  of  Orange 
River  Colony. 

The  last  sale  prices  for  each  of  the  three  mentioned  pieces  are,  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  described;  £12,  £7  and  £5. 


Reviews  of  Fiiblications 

IH) PU LA R STAMPS  of  Cobden,  Ontario,  Canada,  for  February,  1944  (A.  L.  Vic 
Cready  Pub.  10c  per  copy)  contains  an  article  by  R.  A.  Jamieson  entitled  “The  Riel 
‘Essay’  ’’  of  the  CANADIAN  REPUBLIC  which  he  believes  possibly  appeared  about 
1885.  He  says  only  five  copies  are  known  in  three  colors  including  black  and  red.  The 
author  calls  attention  to  an  article  by  Fred  Jarrett  in  The  American  Philatelist  in  1935 
upon  the  same  subject,  and  also  the  reference  to  it  in  Jarrett’s  1929  B.  N.  A.  book,  under 
‘Essays’  (No.  19).  The  illustration  in  Popular  Stamps,  which  is  probably  the  first  pub- 
lished, contains  a vignette  of  LIBERTY  with  an  oval  inscription  CANADIAN 
REPUBLIC  below  and  the  same  in  French  above.  These  are  the  only  inscriptions  in  this 
design.  Nowhere  in  this  design  are  any  indications  of  a value  denomination  nor  postage, 
hence  it  appears  to  be  only  a propaganda  label  of  stamp  size,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
considered  as  an  authentic  essay  for  a postage  stamp.  It  might  even  be  one  of  the  late 
S.  Allan  T aylor’s  products  as  he  first  hailed  from  Canada  and  produced  several  Canadian 
fakes. 

Another  story  in  the  same  magazine,  headed  Labrador  Essays  Not  If  orth  $io.O(r 
is  written  by  Fred  Jarrett.  The  author  refers  to  an  error  of  listing  in  his  1929  B.  N.  A. 
book,  of  this  item  as  unused  at  a value  of  $10.00  whereas  this  price  should  have  applied  to 
copies  used  on  covers.  Such  postal  use  of  essays  only  makes  them  evidence  of  the  laxity 
and  ignorance  of  postal  clerks  and  their  value  is  only  freakish.  The  author  states  that 
unused  copies  cost  dealers  “no  more  than  soc  at  any  time”  and  that  dealers  supplies  are 
not  yet  exhausted. 
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of 

Essays  aed  Proofs 

Seen  By  Tlie 

E-'F  Society  Catalog  Committee 

Clarence  W.  Brazer,  Chairman 
415  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

All  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue 
with  suffix  of  E for  Essay  and  P for  Proof,  plus  a capital  letter  for  each  design  and  a 
small  lower  case  letter  for  varieties.  N denotes  normal  color.  TC  denotes  trial  color- 
proof. 

Color  numbers  are  from  Ridgways  Color  Standards,  with  Brazer’s  color  names. 

X’^alues  where  given  are  about  20%  above  current  retail  prices. 

Yhe  Committee  will  welcome  any  information  as  to  values  of  items  listed  and  submis- 
sions for  listing  and  illustration  of  all  foreign  essays  and  proofs  not  previously  listed 
herein,  and  also  any  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs  not  now  listed  in  Brazer’s  nor  Scott’s  U.  S. 
catalogs.  Submissions  should  be  sent  by  registered  mail  with  self  addressed  and  stamped 
envelope  for  return.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  gradually  accumulate  a list  of  all  known  in 
private  ownership. 

Identifications  may  be  given  by  number  only,  thus — 87E-A  3!  i which  can  be  trans- 
lated into  correct  color  name  by  use  of  chart  on  page  38  of  Journaf.  No.  i. 


Brazil 

By  Aiiiei'ican  Bank  Note  Co. 

Plate  Pi'oofs.  3. India 


r,3P. 

10rN3i/0  deep  orange- 
red 

1.25 

r>4P. 

20r  N 6 9k/ 4 smoky  dark 
r-v-red 

1.25 

r>op. 

50rN  47m/0  dusky  blue 

1.25 

♦"iTI*. 

80rN  69m/4  smoky  dusky 
r-v-red 

1.25 

100rN35m/0  dusky  green 

1.25 

200r  N 710/5  black 

1.25 

OOP. 

500rNlli/0  deep  orange 

2.50 

1878. 

712l‘. 

100rN37m/0  dusky  g-b- 
green 

1.25 

1901. 

03E-A.  Stotinki. 

Size  of  design  19.7x26.2  mm. 
a.  On  white  glazed  wove  paper 
57x124  mm. 

17o/2  dull  o-yellow  frame  and 

6 9k/ 4 smoky  deep  r-v-red 
vignette.  - 
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031 C. 

Die  Proof. 

On  white  glazed  wove  paper  5 7x124  mm. 

03T(’  25s  17o/2  dull  o-yellow 

frame  and 

3 3m/ 3 dismal  dusky 

g-y-green  vig. 


Italy 

Essayed  by  Ke,  Milan. 

July  (?)  1803. 

127E-A.  10  Oentc'sinii. 

b.  On  .004"  thick  43  -/I  dim  green- 
blue  wove  paper; 

black  

30E-A.  40  ( eiitesiini. 

b.  On  .004"  thick  21  b/0  light  y-o- 
yellow  wove  paper; 

black  

32E-A.  2 lure. 

1).  On  .002"  33  1)/ 2 dull  light  g-yel- 
low-green  wove  paper; 

black  


Pl'oofs. 


1803.  Plate  proofs  on  white  wove  paper 
imperforate  and  overprinted  SAG- 
GIO  (essay)  in  black. 

-0P4 — 5c  3 3 k/ 4 smoky  dark  g-y-green 
(Scott’s  slate-green)  

— 15c  45  -/2  dull  g-b-blue  (Scott’s 
blue)  

31  P4- — 60c  65-/2  r-r-violet 

(Scott’s  lilac)  

32 P4 — 2 1 5 i/0  o-o-red 

(Scott’s  Vermillion)  


75aE-A. 


Oct.  24,  1800. 

75aE.  20  ( entesiiui. 

Size  of  design  2 2x2 8. 5mm. 
Typographed. 

a.  On  stamp  paper  perf.  13  1^ 
gummed. 

9 k/1  dim  dark  o-r-orange  7.50 

Orange  River  Colony 

Essay c'd  by  De  I.iaRuc‘,  IjoucIoii. 


03E-A. 

Jan.  0,  1002. 

03E-A.  Two  pcMice. 

Size  of  design  19x23  mm. 
Typographed. 
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ai.  On  glazed  white  paper  cut  outside 
the  design  with  bottom  label  pasted 
on  and  mounted  on  white  card- 
hoard  80x82  mm.  The  date  “1-6- 
02“  is  written  in  pencil  on  upper 
right  corner  (probably  unique). 

71  0/5  black  35.00 


Feb.  19,  1J>0‘2. 

Two  pence. 

Size  of  design  19x23  mm. 
Typographed. 

ai.  On  glazed  white  paper  with  cen- 
ter cut  out  and  mounted  over  the 
vignette.  Matted  with  thick  white 
cardboard  79x8  2 mm.  on  which  the 
date  is  lettered  in  upper  right  cor- 
ner in  ink.  (probably  unique) 

3 9 k/1  dim  dark  blue-green 
frame  and  5 9 k/ 2 dull  dark 
violet  vig.  60.00 

Uaifmislied  JListimgs 
Netlierlands 

By  John  K.  Rietdyk. 

These  proofs  have  not  been  seen  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Cataloj?  Committee  for  accurate  list- 
ing of  colors,  papers,  sizes,  etc.,  hence  are  not 
included  in  our  final  listings  until  they  become 
available  for  that  purpose. 

J.  K.  Rietdyk  is  an  eminent  authority  on  these 
proofs  and  his  listings  will  no  doubt  be  useful. 

The  1867  issue  essays  and  proofs  will  have  to 
wait  the  end  of  war.  The  Catalog  Chairman  will 
appreciate  seeing  any  of  these  for  accurate 
recording. 


ITC. 


i«r>2. 

IT(\  5 cents. 

4.  Plate  proofs  on  unwatermarked  card- 

board from  original  plate  I of  100. 

black  . 12.00 

ISoti. 

5.  Plate  proofs  on  original  watermarked 
paper  without  gum.  Printed  from 
plate  III  by  the  Mint  at  Utrecht  to  try 
a better  color. 

light  steel  blue  50.00 


2T(\ 

2T(\  10  cents. 

5.  Plate  proofs  on  original  watermarked 
paper  without  gum.  Printed  from 
plate  V by  the  Mint  at  Utrecht  to  try 
better  colors. 

dull  red  50.00 

blue  120.00 


4T(  . 

1804. 

4TC.  5 cents. 

4.  Plate  proofs  on  white  cardboard  im- 
perforate without  gum.  Plate  of  200. 


red  (color  of 

I oc) 

5.00 

orange  (color 

of  15c) 

5.00 

black 

5.00 

5.  Plate  proofs 

on  colored 

paper  im- 

perforate  with  gum.  Plate  of  200. 


black  on 

light  rose 

1 2.00 

black  on 

yello'U' 

I 2.00 

black  on 

light  hrozLti 

1 2.00 

black  on 

green 

12.00 

black  on 

light  blue 

1 2.00 

black  on 
3 other 

dark  blue 

minor  color  papers  exist. 

1 2.00 
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0.  Same  as  5 perforated  12i/^xl2. 


black  on  light  rose  lo.oo 

black  on  yelloiv  lo.oo 

black  on  light  brozvn  lo.oo 

black  on  green  lo.oo 

black  on  light  blue  lo.oo 

black  on  dark  blue  lo.oo 

black  on  gray  lo.oo 


3 other  minor  color  papers  exist. 


5TC1. 

1864. 

5TC.  10  cents. 

1.  Die  proof  on  white  paper. 

j-gJ  100.00 

Die  proofs  of  5c  and  15c  exist. 


r>TC4. 

4.  Plate  proofs  on  white  cardboard  im- 
perforate without  gum.  Plate  of  200. 


orange  (color  of  15c) 

5.00 

blue  (color  of  5c) 

5.00 

black 

5.00 

1866. 

5.  Plate  proofs  on  hard  white  paper  im- 
perforate without  gum.  Plate  of  200. 


orange 

15.00 

brown 

15.00 

green 

15.00 

blue 

1 5.00 

violet 

15.00 

4 other  minor  colors  exist. 

6.  Same  as  5 on  light  blue  paper  gum- 
med, perforated  12i/^xl2.  Plate  of 
200. 

black  20.00 


6Tr. 


1864. 


6TC.  15  cents. 

4.  Plate  proofs  on  white 

cardboard  im- 

perforate  without  gum. 

Plate  of  200. 

red  (color  of  loc) 

5.00 

blue  (color  of  5c) 

5.00 

black 

5.00 

Pinal  listings  of  the  above  Nether- 
lands Proofs  will  have  to  await  their 
being  seen  by  the  Catalog  Committee 
to  record  sizes,  papers  and  exact  covers. 


UrugiLiay 

Essayed  by  Welker  of  Montevideo. 


40E-A. 


1876. 

40E-A.  5 Centesiini. 

Size  of  design  19.5x2  2 mm. 
Typographed. 

a.  On  17  g/1  V.  faint  dim  o-yellow 
wove  paper  .00  3"  thick. 

3-/0  orange-red  

6 5 i/ 3 dismal  deep  r-r-violet  

b.  On  17  3/1  dim  v.  faint  o->yllow 
vertically  laid  paper  .005"  thick. 

71  0/5  black  

(To  be  continued.) 
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POSTAL  CARD 
ESSAYS  AND  PROOFS 

By  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 

(Copyright  1944,  by  the  Author.  All  Publication  Rights  Reserved.) 

Note — All  italics  used  are  editorial  by  the  Author  for  emphasis. 

Essay  and  l^roof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  U.  S.  Catalogue. 

(Continued  from  Whole  No.  i,  page  24.) 

I'he  question  has  been  raised  by  Dr.  D.  D.  Berolzheimer  as  to  crediting  John  P. 
Charlton  as  the  inventor  of  Liprnan’s  Postal  Card — COPYRKjHT  SECURED  1861, 
as  printed  on  UXiE-A  illustrated  below.  The  authority  for  this  attribution  is  found 
printed  on  UXiE-B  illustrated  herein  as  follows; — “Lipman’s  Postal  Card,  Patent  Ap- 
plied for.  Entered  according  to  the  act  of  Congress  in  the  year  1861  by  J.  P.  Charlton, 
Philad'a  in  the  Clerks  Office  of  the  District  Court  of  the  U.  S.  for  the  Eastern  District  of 
PennaP  Dr.  Berolzheimer  writes  as  follows; — “I  showed  a Lipman  ‘Patent  Applied  P'or’ 
card  (UXiE-A)  and  a Charlton  ‘Copyrighted’  card  (UXiE-B)  to  three  patent  attorneys 
separately,  also  your  story  on  page  19  of  the  Journal.  I'hen  I asked  each  man  his 
opinion  without  any  ‘leading’  questions  by  me.  The  three  men  are  unanimous  that  the 
inventor  or  designer  of  the  card  was  Lipman  and  not  Charlton;  that  Lipman  could  never 
have  applied  for  a patent  if  Charlton  had  been  the  inventor  and  had  copyrighted  the  card. 
“Lipman’s  patent  application  would  never  have  been  entertained  at  all  had  Charlton’s 
copyright  come  first.”  On  page  19  I stated  a “Patent  Applied  For”  (but  not  allowed) 
by  H.  L.  Lipman,”  so  perhaps  the  fact  that  the  postal  card  was  first  copyrighted  by  J,  P. 
Charlton  in  1861  may  have  been  the  reason  why  Lipman  was  not  granted  the  patent 
applied  for.  It  thus  appears  tliat  Lipman  was  not  at  first  fully  conversant  with  the  copy- 
right and  patent  laws,  as  in  force  in  1861,  and  later  added  the  legally  required  notice 
including  Charlton’s  1861  copyright.  Dr.  Berolzheimer  in  a postscript  added — “The  at- 
torneys also  said;  ‘If  Charlton  had  come  first  then  no  cards  would  exist  with  Lipman’s 
name  and  without  the  word  ‘copyright.’  ” Th.e  Condon  card  (UXiE-D)  “Entered  ac- 
cording to  Act  of  Congress”  does  not  have  the  word  “Copyright.”  All  Lipman  cards  seen 
do  have  the  word  “Copyright”  and  most  books,  engravings,  paintings,  etc.  that  were  copy- 
righted have  a title  or  name  different  from  the  name  of  the  holder  of  the  copyright,  though 
the  name  of  the  latter  now  must  also  appear.  “Lipman’s  Postal  Card”  is  a title,  or  trade 
name,  for  a product  sold  by  H.  L.  Lipman  a stationer  who  also  used  such  names  as 
“Lipman’s  Excelsior”  lead  pencils,  “Lipman’s  Anti-Blotting”  rulers  and  “Lipman’s  Eyelet 
Machines”  for  paper  fasteners,  etc.  as  shown  bv  the  illustration  herein  which  appears  upon 
the  back  of  one  of  his  postal  cards  (UXiE-B)  dated  i\Iay  28.  1872. 


Correction — \h)l.  I.  No. 
graved  by  the  National  Bank 


I,  page  24.  after  letter  from  Boyd,  in  first  line  delete 
Note  Co.”  and  substitute  “lithographed.” 


a 


en- 


lOO 
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PBILdDELPUM,  May  g8,  287B,  , | 

The  subecriher  begs  leave  to  invUe  your  1 
titt^iUon  to  the  now  | 

*3  ^jPOSTAI*' CARB, 

^ W7iieh  offers  great  faeUities  for  short 
s^feedy  rnnimunimtkms  amt 
for^  Business  Circulars. 


'f 

4 


"Among  ether  artudes  Mghly  reccern^ 

mre  foMoi&ingz^^ 

MOnrS  CAiBOmZCO  OR  SMFCIY  PAFCR;  ^ 

»t<ISX 


i 


eumsim  m»  books,  om  sms.  's*. 


!> 


ma  mmwsti  mm  mo  vtt 


* « 


^SMilip  ftXkcL  ipiSi|ct^^ 

^OBlf  WmnV'Wmmmmw  *iV|6v!npP^mH».  **«9RpNI»9 
. irw«fci.d{}iM««aip>«iMWi»*«^^ 

«r«iu  4i#!IMi^ft«TU  WKWK 

■V  y^r'rr’  it^mmoamh  MMNj  rsvmimu- 

.,X. 

'’'■'\^''l.  ttWAB, 

’’ii-iC  ' SKI  ac«mH  rouittw  s*m«»r, 

I la 

4‘  ts^  <!**»•» 


1872  Advertisement  on  Hack  of  a Lipinan’s  I*ostal  Card  (UXIE-B) 


The  Philadelphia  City  Directory  has  been  searched  from  i86i  to  i868,  later  ones 
being  in  storage.  During  all  this  period  John  P.  Charlton  is  listed  in  large  type  as  an 
“Importing,  manufacturing  and  wholesale  stationer  at  32  S.  Fourth  Street.”  In  1861 
Hyman  L.  Lipman  is  also  so  listed  at  the  same  address,  possibly  associated  with  Charlton. 
In  1862  Lipman  is  listed  as  a “merchant  at  239  Market  Street”  and  in  1863  as  a “gentleman 
136  N.  I'enth  Street.”  For  1864  and  1865  Lipman  is  listed  as  a “bookkeeper,  34  S.  Fourth 
Street”  probably  for  John  P.  Charlton.  In  1866  Hyman  L.  Lipman  is  given  as  an  “im- 
porter and  manufacturing  stationer  at  51  P'ourth  Street  2nd  story,”  across  the  street  from 
Charlton  and  in  1867-8  he  is  listed  as  a “merchant”  at  the  same  address. 

Carl  Steinman  ran  across  an  advertisement  as  early  as  1870  stating  that  the  Post 
Office  Department  had  a big  rush  of  mail  from  Postal  Cards  and  a postmaster  wanted 
130  boy  sorters. 

All  illustrations- are  .75  natural  size,  except  details  of  stamp  designs  which  are  1.5 
natural  size. 


UXIE-A.  For  adhesive  stamj). 

Size  of  card  131x77mm.  One  of  these  cards  has  upon  its  back  the  printed 
advertisement  quoted  on  page  19.  This  card  also  exists  with  adhesive  essay 
8 5E-Go  dark  green. 

a.  Typographed  on  15  b/1  y-orange  .095"  thick  cardboard  including  a hacking  of 
blank  white  wove  paper  131x77mm.  (scarce). 

71  0/5  black 

b.  Same  as  a but  white  paper  hack  is  ruled  vertically  with  light  blue  lines  7min 

apart,  (scarce). 


71  0/5  black 
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COPY  HtOHT  SECURED  1881, 

T — — — 

j . . ■ 

pt^tS.9, 



. ................. 

«««,  ti^i  i»Mr« 

♦ 4f'^'  \ ! 

^ <r. ■*  '*  t i V 

N^l  lM-HUI  , **'**^.^  » ^ ^ ♦*»  -j 

lAlK- A 


( ■()p,M‘ij»!i<  I8(il  by  flohii  I*.  C'liarlton, 


l*hiJa(lel|)hia,  Ta. 


I XlE-15 


May  128,  1872. 


By  Hyman  L. 


Upinaii,  I*hila(lel])hia,  Pa. 


I'XIE-B.  Eoi*  adhesive  staini). 

Size  of  design  13  2x79mm. 

a.  Lithographed  on  .095"  thick  white  wove  card  132x79mm,  plain  hack,  (scarce). 

5 i/0  deep  o-o-red 

3 5 j/0  V.  deep  green 

4 7 k/1  dim  dark  g-h-hlne 

1).  Same  as  a hnt  l)ack  ruled  vertically  with  light  blue  lines  7mm  apart,  (scarce). 

5  i/0  deep  o-o-red 

3 5 j/0  V.  deep  green 

4 7 k/1  dim  dark  g-h-hlne 
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LlJ»MAf»-3  POSTftt  CARU, 
PASent  *ppu«<i  fat 


SUBMITTED  AS  A SPECIMEK 


(TitR  C08lim'*J’«XI>KSCB  I^ISKS 
to  US  Ul'I-KC  ACROSA  «SJ.y4 


UXIE-C 

June  28,  1872.  By  Hyman  L.  Lipnian,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

rXlE-C.  One  Cent. 

Size  of  design  13  2x79mm. 

a.  Lithographed  on  .094"  thick  white  wove  card  132x79mm.  ruled  on  back  both 
horizontally  and  vertically  with  light  blue  lines  7mm  apart.  Face  of  card  is 
overprinted  in  black  “SUBMITTED  AS  A SPECIMEN  POSTAL  CARD.  (The 
correspondence  lines  to  be  ruled  across  only.)”  (rare). 

5 i/0  deep  o-o-red 

3 5 j/0  V.  deep  green 

4 7 k/1  dim  dark  g-b-blue 


b.  S.  I’OST  CAIU)  COkULbrOXhENGli; 


The  Address  oaly  to  i»e  AKritten  ou  tbi.<  side. 


■ Bat«red  aceording  t«i  Act  trf  Congress,  l»  tits  jear 


yy  Mwfs  0. in  ti»e  tiffies  c«' 


rxiE-i) 

1871.  By  Morris  G.  Condon,  Philadelphia. 

Another  card  for  an  adhesive  stamp  of  similar  purport  to  Lipmans  cards  UXiE-B  and 
hailing  also  from  Philadelphia  was  “Entered  according  to  Jet  of  Congress,  in  the  year  iSji, 
hy  M orris  G . Condon,  in  the  Office  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress  at  If  ashiiigton”  as 
printed  at  the  bottom  of  the  face  of  the  card.  Note  absence  of  the  word  “Copvright.’^ 
Condon  titled  it  at  the  top  “U.  S.  POST  CARD  CORRESPONDENXE.”  On  the  back 
of  the  card  illustrated  above  is  printed  “THEODCJRE  N.  TOWN,  IR.,  ACjENiyFor 
The  Sale  of  Copvrights  of/  MORRIS  G.  CONDON”S  SYSTEM  OF  POST  AND 
MAIL  CARD  CORRESPONDENCE/  and/  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM.  No.  io8 
South  Fourth  Street.  Room  No.  4,  hirst  Floor,  PHILADELPHIA.”  Condon’s  card 
is  not  mentioned  specifically  in  P.  M.  G.  Creswell’s  letter  of  January  9.  1S73.  though 
it  may  have  been  one  of  the  “many  others''  as  its  copyright  date  of  1871  preceded  the  law. 
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l'X1K-I).  For  adlirsivt*  stamp. 

Size  of  design  130xG2min. 

a.  Typographed  on  19  g/2  dull  v.  faint  y-o-yellow  wove  card  .009"  thick  1 40x77inm. 
7 1 0/5  black 

Sealed  Cards 

P.  AI.  (j,  Creswell  in  his  search  for  forms  suitable  for  postal  cards  requested  informa- 
tion of  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office,  M.  D.  Leggett,  Commissioner  of  Patents  replied  on  June  4, 
1872  as  follows: — 

“From  Commissioner  of  Patents. 

UNITED  STATES  PATENT-OFFICE, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  June  4,  1872. 

DEAR  SIR:  T he  inclosed  are  copies  of  all  the  patents  that  have 
been  issued  on  postal  cards,  as  far  as  I can  discover  by  hasty  examination. 

About  one  hundred  applications  have  been  rejected. 

Very  truly,  & c., 

M.  D.  LEGGETT, 
Commissioner  of  Patents. 

Hon.  JAAiES  W.  MARSHALL, 

Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

I'hree  patents  inclosed.” 


The  “Three  patents  inclosed”  \vere  “all  sealed”  as  stated  in  P.  AI.  G.  Creswell’s 
letter  of  January  9,  1873.  They  probably  included  UXiE-E  by  the  American  Post  Card 
Co.  and  UXiE-F  by  L.  H.  Rogers.  The  essays,  if  any,  submitted  by  the  American  Photo- 
type Co.,  American  Photo-Lithographic  Co.,  and  1.  L.  Kervland  as  mentioned  in  P.  AI.  G. 
Creswell’s  letter  have  not  been  seen  so  we  do  not  know  if  they  were  patented.  A patent 
No.  51,623  dated  December  19,  1865  was  issued  to  Charles  Rowland  of  Clinton,  111.  for  a 
combination  of  envelope  and  letter  sheet  with  flaps  which  may  be  UXiE-E.  Also  No. 
122,694  January  16,  1872  to  Charles  Foster  for  a letter  sheet  envelope  gummed  and 
perforated  so  that  edges  may  be  torn  off  to  open.  I'his  has  not  been  seen  but  we  reserve 
No.  UXiE-G. 


rXlF-F 

.August  8,  1871.  15y  Aiuorieau  Post  Card  Co.,  New  A ork,  N. 

(I'o  be  continued.) 
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New  York  Chapter  No,  1 

Thomas  F.  Morris,  Chairman. 

Julian  F.  Gros,  Secretary. 

At  the  January  19,  1944  meeting  of  the  New  York  group,  at  the  Collectors  Club, 
twelve  members  of  the  E.  P.  S.  gathered  about  the  long  table  in  the  Board  room  and 
decided  to  form  a New  York  Chapter  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society.  Thomas  F.  Morris 
was  unanimously  elected  Chairman  and  Julian  F.  Gros  was  elected  as  Secretary,  both  to 
serve  until  July  i,  1944.  The  Chairman  appointed  Clarence  W.  Brazer  and  Julian 
Blanchard  a Committee  to  prepare  By-Laws.  A motion  prevailed  authorizing  the  chair- 
man to  file  an  application  for  approval  of  the  E.  P.  S.  Committee  on  Chapters  & Units  and 
of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Thomas  F.  Morris  then  exhibited  two  volumes  from  his  collection  of  Foreign  Essays 
& Proofs  engraved  by  three  New  York  bank  note  engraving  companies.  His  main  display 
was  of  the  designs  for  the  postage  stamps  of  HAWAII  beginning  with  the  1853  issue  die 
proofs  of  the  5c  blue  and  13c  red.  The  National  Bank  Note  Co.  products  from  1864  to 
1875  were  shown  with  die  essays  for  the  vignettes,  completed  die  proofs  and  India  paper 
plate  proofs  in  pairs.  Of  the  1864  5c  we  saw  five  trial  color  die  proofs  and  two  blocks  of 
four  plate  proofs  on  India  paper.  Similar  die  essays,  die  proofs  and  plate  proofs  by  the 
American  Bank  Note  Co.  for  all  the  issues  from  1882  to  1894  followed.  All  six  of  the 
1896  Official  stamp  die  proofs  and  India  paper  plate  proofs  in  pairs  were  seen,  including 
two  trial  color  die  proofs.  He  also  displayed  trial  color  proofs  of  Hawaii  typographed 
stamped  envelopes. 

Mr.  Morris  then  displayed  a grand  collection  of  CANADA  India  paper  plate  proofs 
from  1851  to  1892  postage  and  including  many  beautiful  revenue  proofs,  of  law,  bill  and 
other  tax  stamps  of  the  various  provinces.  He  followed  with  similar  postage  plate  proofs 
including  some  trial  colors,  of  NEW  BRUNSWICK  i860  to  1863,  NEWFOUND- 
LAND 1866  to  1880  and  BRAZIL  1866  to  1878  inclusive.  His  exhibit  closed  with  a 
large  collection  of  Hamilton  Bank  Note  Co.  die  proofs  and  India  paper  plate  proofs  in- 
cluding trial  colors  of  HONDURAS  postage  issues  from  1890  to  1895  of  which  the  large 
bi-color  plate  proofs  in  trial  colors  are  most  attractive.  Many  of  these  Honduras  proofs 
were  shown  in  blocks  of  four. 


At  the  regular  second  Wednesday  meeting  on  February  9,  1944  thirteen  members  were 
present.  The  By-Laws  Committee  submitted  a simple  set  of  By-Laws  which  was  adopted 
section  by  section,  to  be  approved  by  the  E.  P.  S.  Committee  on  Chapters  & Units  and  the 
Board  of  Directors  before  taking  effect.  The  draft  adopted  will  be  found  at  the  end  of 
this  report,  as  it  may  be  of  interest  to  groups  of  E.  P.  S.  members  in  other  cities  who  may 
want  to  form  Chapters.  The  E.  P.  S.  Committee  on  Chapters  will  naturally  control  the 
territory  allotted  to  each  Chapter,  which  territory  may  be  reduced  when  future  Chapters 
are  formed  in  outlying  sections.  The  New  York  Chapter  decided  for  the  present  to 
include  the  territory  within  commuting  distance,  in  northern  New  Jersey,  southwestern 
Connecticut,  all  of  Long  Island  and  the  Hudson  River  valley  counties  up  to  Albany  in 
New  York. 

Stephen  G.  Rich  was  the  evening  exhibitor  and  first  showed  us  his  collection  of 
essays  and  proofs  of  LT.  S.  TELEGRAPH  STAMPS.  We  saw  American  Rapid  Tele- 
graph Co.  die  proofs,  including  trial  colors,  practically  complete  as  well  as  the  plate  proofs 
on  India  paper.  The  Baltimore  & Ohio  "Felegraph  Co.,  Postal  Telegraph  Co.  and  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Co.  plate  proofs  on  India  paper  were  nearly  complete,  including  some 
trial  colors.  He  also  exhibited  Continental  Telegraph  Co.  triangular  essays  in  blocks  of 
four.  This  company  was  absorbed  by  the  Western  Llnion  before  the  stamps  were  issued. 

He  then  displayed  his  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE  proofs  including  a square  pair  of  the 
1853  I penny  black  triangular  and  a single  of  the  4 pence  blue.  We  were  told  that  the 
1861  so  called  “wood-blocks”  are  actually  from  steel  dies  stereotyped  and  not  wood  cuts, 
and  were  shown  black  reprint  proofs  made  by  Jurgens  in  1940  from  the  original  ip  and  4P 
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ilics  hetort*  they  were  later  scored  witli  vertical  lines  tor  vanceling  the  plates,  as  well  as 
pairs  ot  the  lurnens  1940  color  plate  proofs  of  the  “wood-hlocks.” 

Dr.  Rich  followed  with  his  proofs  of  the  UNION  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA.  I noted 
important  reconls  of  a No.  i black  die  proof  on  glazed  cardboard  of  the  2F>p  dated 
November  4,  1910;  No.  17  i^^P  black  die  proof  dated  June  20,  1920  and  No.  4 2p  black 
tlated  Jan.  7,  191^^  He  also  displayed  similar  die  essays  of  the  frames  only  of  the  1913 
-2/^P.  3P.  4P<  Juid  6p,  all  in  black.  He  further  showed  us  the  1920  i^p  black  die  essay 
without  the  engraved  inscription  at  the  bottom,  dated  January  3,  1920.  We  then  saw’  the 
1925  London  bi-color  plate  essays  of  the  ip  vignette  and  also  the  ip  frame  only,  and  the 

yjp  trial  color  plate  proof  in  the  colors  selected  for  the  ip.  He  also  has  the  6p  in  the 

trial  colors  approved  for  the  ip  in  a finished  block  of  four  perforated  and  gummed.  Of 
the  1927  issue  Dr.  Rich  has  essays  of  the  frames  only  of  the  F2P,  ip  and  6p  lithographs  and 
also  the  Pretoria  bi-color  proofs  in  trial  colors.  He  also  showed  some  lithograph  proofs  of 
the  I shilling  1929  airmail  trial  color  in  red,  orange-red  and  yellow’  printed  on  the  back  of 
old  war  maps.  Of  ORANCjE  RIVER  COLONY  the  1903  King  Edw’ard  VII  issue  w’as 
shown  by  a 2p  black  essay  of  the  frame  only  from  a w’orking  die  made  for  typographs  and 
a die  essay  of  the  vignette  only  dated  November  13,  1902.  We  saw  also  a 2p  model  essay 
with  green  frame  and  violet  vignette. 

Dr.  Rich  then  turned  to  URUGUAY  of  w’hich  I noted  an  1878  5c  black  essay  by 
VV'elker  of  Montevideo  similar  to  the  Germany  1875  lopf.  design.  He  showed  us  the 
1881  issue  die  essays  on  glazed  paper  ic  in  blue,  brow’n  and  carmine  and  on  bond  paper 
in  yellow’.  He  also  has  the  ic  brown  trial  color  plate  proof  in  block  of  four.  Master  die 
essays  for  the  1884  issue  ic  w ithout  value  w’ere  on  glazed  white  paper  in  yellow’,  blue  and 
brown  and  on  bond  paper  in  green  and  the  2c  on  glazed  paper  in  four  colors.  The  1895 
issue  W’as  shown  in  bi-color  finished  essays  perforated  and  gummed. 

I'his  grand  presentation  w’as  closed  w’ith  a showing  of  the  early  essays  of  ITALY 

that  were  described  in  the  Journal  for  January,  (page  16)  and  cataloged  with  illustra- 

tions on  pages  42  to  44.  We  hope  to  catalog  more  of  the  above  essays  and  proofs  from 
time  to  time. 

Henry  R.  Harmer  displayed  a collection  of  proofs  of  U.  S.  POSl'AGE  CURRENCY, 
Eractional  Currency  of  the  First,  Second  and  "Fhird  issues,  printed  on  one  side  of  the 
paper. 

"Fhomas  F.  M orris  closed  the  meeting  with  a showing  of  some  U.  S.  TELECjRAPH 
proofs  including  the  Western  Union  uncataloged  proof  of  1913  produced  by  Kihn  Brothers 
Bank  Note  Co.  of  New’  York. 


At  the  regular  second  Wednesday  meeting  on  March  8th,  Chairman  Thomas  F. 
Mo  rris  announced  to  the  15  members  present  that  the  E.  P.  S.  Board  at  its  meeting  held 
that  afternoon  had  approved  the  granting  of  No.  i to  the  New’  York  Chapter.  He  also 
said  that  the  E.  P.  S.  then  had  160  members  and  requested  all  to  try  to  increase  the 
membership,  and  advertising  in  the  Journal,  so  that  it  might  be  continued  as  fine  as  it 
started.  Contributing  members  are  especially  needed  in  these  early  days  of  the  organiza- 
tion. The  E.  P.  S.  Board  also  has  decided  to  start  a Sales  Department  through  w’hich 
members  may  enter  books  of  their  duplicates  which  w’ill  be  available  at  Chapter  meetings 
and  to  members  requesting  them. 

ITe  main  exhibitor  for  the  evening,  as  announced,  w’as  Gordon  Harmer.  Mr. 
Harmer  first  showed  us  a complete  lot  LL  S.  ATLANTA  TRIAL  COLOR  PROOFS 
of  all  DEPARTMENT'S  and  PERIODICALS  in  each  of  the  five  colors  in  blocks  of  four, 
which  is  perhaps  the  only  complete  collection  of  such  blocks.  His  most  important  exhibit 
however  was  of  CANADA  1851  to  1864  and  NOVA  SCOT  IA  second  issue,  India  paper 
plate  proofs  in  complete  panes,  which  of  course  locate  all  double  transfers  and  other  plate 
varieties.  In  order  to  record  this  wonderful  lot,  a list  of  those  shown  follow’s: 

CAN  ADA — Plate  Proofs  on  India  Paper. 

1851  By  Raw’don,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson. 

1P.3S — 3p  red,  Plate  1,  120,  SPECIMEN  in  green. 

1P3S — 3p  red,  Plate  1,  120,  SPECIMEN  in  red. 
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2P3S — 6i)  violet,  120,  Plate  1 right  pane,  SPECIMEN  IN  RED. 

2P3S — 6p  green-gray,  120,  Plate  1 right  pane,  SPECIMEN  in  red. 

2P3S — Op  green-gray,  120  Plate  1 left  pane,  SPECIMEN  in  red. 

3P3S — 12p  black,  100  SPECIMEN  in  red  (not  over  3000  printed)  1855, 

1855 

7P3S — lOp  deep  blue,  120  SPECIMEN  in  red. 

7P3 — lOp  light  blue,  120  no  overprint. 

7TC3 — lOp  black,  120  no  overprint. 

1857 

8P3S — 1/2 p rose,  100  SPECIMEN  in  red. 

8P3 — i/^p  rose,  100  no  overprint,  (two  rows  gone). 

8TC3S  1^2  P black,  119  SPECIMEN  in  red  (corner  design  gone), 

9P3 — 714p  pale  green,  120  no  overprint. 

9TC3 — 7%p  bliie-green,  120  no  overprint. 

9TC3 — 7 1/^p  yellow,  109  no  overprint  (block  8 and  3 gone). 

185{)-(i4  By  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

14P3 — Ic  rose,  9 7 no  overprint  (pair  and  single  gone). 

17P3S — 10c  brown,  100  SPECIMEN  in  red.  Position  No.  3 shows  7 dots  in 
top  oval. 

18P3 — 2c  rose,  84  no  overprint  (block  of  16  gone). 

Mr.  Harmer  believes  this  stamp  does  not  exist  imperf.  (Scott’s  18a). 
18TC3 — 2c  green,  100  no  overprint. 

19P3S — 121/20  yellow-green,  100  SPECIMEN  in  black. 

19P3S — I21/2C  yellow-green,  100  SPECIMEN  in  red. 

19P3 — 121/^c  yellow-green,  6 0 no  overprint  (4  rows  gone). 

20P3S — 17c  blue,  98  SPECIMEN  in  red  (vertical  pair  gone). 

NEW  BRUNSWICK— 

18(>0 


11P3S — 5c  dark  brown,  100  SPECIMEN  in  red. 

NOVA  SCOTIA — Plate  proofs  on  India  paper. 

1800-C;?  By  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

8P3 — Ic  black,  60  no  overprint. 

8TC3— Ic  scarlet,  80  block  SPECIMEN  in  green. 

10TC3 — 5c  black,  100  SPECIMEN  in  red. 

11TC3S — 81/2C  scarlet,  24  SPECIMEN  in  green. 

11TC3S — 81/2C  black,  100  SPECIMEN  in  red. 

12P3 — ^lOc  vermilion,  50  no  overprint. 

13TC3S — I21/2C  yellow-green,  40  SPECIMEN  in  red. 

13TC3S — 12  1/2 c scarlet,  80  SPECIMEN  in  green. 

I'he  above  SPECIMEN  overprints  are  block  (or  gothic)  capital  letters  applied 
diagonally.  In  the  panes  of  100  there  may  he  two  typographed  settings  of  50  as  the  thick- 
ness of  the  letters  varies,  60%  w'ith  thin  letters  and  40%  with  thick  letters,  as  follows: — 


First  row  of  10 — thin  letters. 
Second  row  of  10 — thin  letters. 
Idiird  row  of  10 — thin  letters. 
F ourth  row  of  10 — thick  letters 
Fifth  row  of  10 — thick  letters. 


Sixth  row  of  lO — thin  letters. 
Seventh  row  of  10 — thin  letters 
Eighth  row'  of  10 — thin  letters. 
Ninth  row'  of  lo — thick  letters. 
Tenth  row'  of  lo — thick  letters. 


The  SPECIMEN  overprint  is  the  same  on  all  above  listed  denominations  from  ic  to 
i2F^c.  The  first  four  positions  in  the  second  row'  and  seventh  rows  have  a narrow  P in 
SPECIMEN  while  the  remainder  have  a wide  P.  A variety  was  also  noticed  on  positions 
42  and  92  in  which  the  letters  of  SPECIMEN  are  shorter  top  to  bottom  beginning  with 
S and  increasingly  longer  down  to  N,  Other  minor  varieties  of  overprint  may  probably 
he  noticed,  and  positions  may  be  located  on  these  proof  panes. 

Frank  W.  Rosell  from  Albany  next  exhibited  a most  interesting  volume  of  essays  and 
proofs  he  recently  obtained  from  the  bankruptcy  auction  sale  of  the  engraving  firm  of 
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SON  of  New  ^ Ork  and  Alhanv,  N.  Y produced  in  Albany  from  193.^  to 
19.^7.  It  included  desitjns  for  KCUADOR,  NiCARAfiUA,  PERU,  SAIA'ADOR  and  the 
I'nited  States  tax  stamps  of  REN  N SVI  A'AN  1 A.  NEW  YORK  and  'EEXAS.  'Ehis  col- 
lection contains  the  most  complete  exposition  of  the  procedure  and  processes  of  a modern 
enjiravinji  company  that  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  see  feathered  together  in  one  volume 
of  large  page  size.  It  contains  lead  pencil  sketch  essays  and  models  in  black  ink  with 
ilesigns  about  4 by  5 inches,  etc.,  die  essays  of  vignettes  and  frames,  die  proof  trial  colors 
of  the  stamps  each  numbered,  and  plate  proofs  on  a thick  glazed  paper  in  complete  sheets, 
probably  in  normal  colors.  'Ehe  process  for  overprints  is  most  interesting,  as  it  contains 
original  drawings  of  the  lettering  in  black  ink,  die  proofs  at  normal  size  and  prints  from 
same  on  thick  glazed  cardboard.  T hese  were  cut  in  singles  and  pasted  on  the  center  of  the 
hack  of  each  stamp  design  of  a sheet  of  proofs  on  thick  white  paper,  from  which  the  typo- 
graph  was  photographically  reproduced  as  shown  by  full  proof  sheets  of  the  overprint  on 
glazed  white  paper,  for  each  denomination. 

T'homas  E.  Morris  closed  the  meeting  with  showing  a small  hook  of  American  Bank 
Note  Co.  and  its  predecessors,  proofs  on  India  paper  in  pairs  mounted  on  white  paper 
leaves.  T he  proofs  were  of  both  postage  and  revenue  stamps  of  CANADA,  I50LIVIA, 
BRAZIE,  MEXICO,  PARAGUAY,  PERU,  URUGUAY,  etc. 


By-Laws  of  New  York  Cliapter  No,  1 
Essay  Proof  Society 

1.  M embership,  dues.  Any  member  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  resident  In  our  terri- 
tory may  join  this  Chapter  by  paying  annual  dues  of  one  dollar  to  the  Secretary  to  cover 
notices,  rent  and  any  other  expenses  that  may  be  approved  by  vote  at  any  regular  meeting. 

2.  Fiscal  year.  The  fiscal  year  shall  begin  on  July  ist. 

3.  Territory.  The  territory  of  this  Chapter  shall  include  the  counties  of  the  State  of 
New  T'ork  on  both  sides  of  the  Hudson  river  south  of  and  including  Albany  County,  and 
all  of  Long  Island,  also  counties  of  New  Jersey  north  of  and  including  Middlesex,  Mon- 
mouth, Somerset  and  Hunterdon  and  also  Eairfield  County  in  Connecticut. 

4.  eetings.  Regular  meetings  shall  be  held  in  the  borough  of  Manhattan,  New  York 
City  at  8 P.  M.  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month  (except  in  January  when  the 
meeting  may  he  held  on  the  fourth  Wednesday;)  at  the  Collectors  Club  or  elsewhere  as 
may  he  determined  by  majority  vote  at  a regular  meeting. 

5.  Officers.  At  the  regular  meeting  in  June  a Chairman  and  Secretary  shall  be  elected 
to  serve  for  the  following  year  or  until  their  successors  are  elected.  The  duties  of  the 
Chairman  shall  he  to  preside  at  the  meetings  and  to  arrange  in  advance  for  exhibits  to  be 
shown.  TTie  duties  of  the  secretary  shall  be  to  collect  the  dues  and  pay  hills,  send  notices 
of  all  meetings  to  each  member  and  the  stamp  editors  of  the  New  York  City  papers  one 
week  in  advance  of  the  meetings,  to  keep  minutes  of  the  meetings  and  send  a copy  thereof 
to  the  Journal  Editor  and  in  case  of  absence  of  the  Chairman  to  preside  at  meetings.  He 
shall  also  immediately  after  the  annual  meeting  in  June  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  an  annual  report  containing  a full  list  of  members  during 
the  year,  the  amount  of  dues  received,  a report  of  expenses  during  the  year,  and  a short 
resume^  of  the  years  activities  of  this  Chapter.  In  case  of  absence  of  the  secretary,  the 
''hairman  may  appoint  a Secretary  Pro-Tern. 

6.  A rnendments.  TTiese  By-Laws  may  he  amended  by  a majority  vote  of  the  members 
In  good  standing  present  at  any  regular  meeting  providing  that  any  proposed  amendments 
he  submitted  by  mail  to  each  member  at  least  one  week  prior  to  the  meeting.  A copy  of 
rhe  By-Laws  and  all  future  amendments  shall  he  sent  by  the  Chapter  Secretary  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  and  to  the  Chairman  of  the  E-P-Society  Committee 
()n  Chapters  & Units,  and  they  shall  not  take  effect  until  approval  of  the  Society  Board  of 
Directors  has  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  this  Chapter. 
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The  Presideet’s  Transmitter 

SELF  SERVICE 

d'his  Journal  starts  as  free  from  prejudice  as  a babe — capable  of  being  molded  and 
developed  along  whatever  lines  its  members  desire.  Its  object  is  to  provide  pages  for 
pooling  information  and  sharing  experiences,  to  record  recent  discoveries,  to  shed  new 
light  on  past  history — in  short,  to  help  the  stamp  collector  learn  more  about  his  stamps 
from  essays  and  proofs,  to  know  his  own  collection  better  and  to  make  his  discoveries 
available  to  his  fellow  enthusiasts. 

Articles  on  a variety  of  questions  pertinent  to  essays  and  proofs  will  be  prepared  by 
specialists  in  those  fields  and  presented  from  time  to  time.  Each  will  not  be  an  exhaustive 
treatise  on  the  subject  for  the  final  word  on  many  of  these  questions  may  never  be 
written.  But  over  a period  of  time  these  Journals  will  include  a wealth  of  essential 
background  material  on  this  special  but  long  neglected  phase  of  philately. 

You  can  be  of  great  assistance  to  the  Editor  and  to  your  fellow  members  by  suggesting 
subjects  in  which  you  are  interested,  or  by  contributing  facts  on  the  human  side  of  special 
items  in  your  collection. 

SECOND  THOUGHTS 

In  this  our  second  number  It  is  our  belief  that  we  have  demonstrated  to  our  member- 
ship and  our  dealer  friends  that  this  effort  has  a rich  and  well  defined  field  on  which  to 
draw  and  one  not  exhausted  in  a single  issue.  But,  as  with  any  new  enterprise,  the  labor 
and  expense  of  preparing  these  Issues  has  been  great.  Neither  money  nor  time  has  been 
spared  to  make  it  everything  our  members  could  wish.  If  we  are  to  maintain  this  high 
level  and  enrich  its  contents  even  further,  it  becomes  the  responsibility  of  each  member  to 
see  that  our  membership  is  augmented  and  that  dealers  in  whom  you  have  confidence  be 
convinced  of  its  value  as  an  advertising  medium.  ‘'Every  member  a contributmg  member” 
would  be  an  excellent  starting  point. 

A VOICE 

If  It  were  not  for  pressure  of  time  and  business,  more  frequent  meetings  to  permit 
each  member  to  express  his  personal  views,  would  be  Ideal.  Because  that  Is  not  practi- 
cable, Directors  are  elected  by  you  to  carry  out  not  their  personal  wishes,  but  the  wishes  of 
the  membership  as  a whole.  They  can  do  so  only  If  you  make  those  wishes  known  to  them. 

As  your  President,  elected  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  I am  merely  an  instrument  for 
executing  the  wishes  of  the  membership.  My  office  door  is  always  open  to  provide  a 
direct  means  of  carrying  your  point  of  view  to  the  Directors,  or  launching  your  questions 
for  their  consideration.  For  the  most  effective  functioning  of  this  society  your  membership 
must  be  an  active  not  a passive  thing. 

COMMITTEES 

The  many  activities  in  a society,  such  as  ours,  require  special  committees  to  assure 
prompt  action.  If  no  one  person  or  group  of  persons  is  to  be  unfairly  burdened.  The  re- 
sponsibility of  these  committees  is  great  because  the  effectiveness  of  any  club  or  society  is 
often  measured  in  terms  of  its  weakest  committee. 

The  most  effective  machinery  breaks  down  if  responsibility  is  properly  delegated  to, 
but  not  honestly  assumed  by  each  member  of  a committee. 


BIRTHDAY 

Put  the  date  of  August  15th.  on  your  calendar.  It’s  a birthday  party  at  Milwaukee. 
Wisconsin,  In  the  Hotel  Schroeder.  It’s  the  first  birthday  and  the  first  annual  meeting  of 
the  Essay-Proof  Society.  We  have  engaged  Parlor  A on  the  fourth  floor  of  the  liotel. 
Your  president  and  editor  hope  to  greet  a large  group  of  fellow  members  and  their 
friends.  It  would  please  us  to  know  if  you  are  planning  to  attend. 
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Society  & Directors  Meetings 

Call  for  Annual  Meeting  of  The  Society 

CD'  • 

To  the  Members,  Essay- Proof  Society: 

As  directed  by  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors  in  their  meeting  of  March  8,  1944,  I 
hereby  call  the  Annual  Meeting  and  announce  it  as  required  by  the  Society’s  By-Laws. 

"Ehe  Annual  Meeting  for  1944  shall  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Schroeder,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
on  Tuesday,  August  15,  1944,  opening  at  10  a.  m.  and  continuing  until  all  business  that 
may  lawfully  come  before  this  meeting  shall  have  been  transacted.  'Phis  meeting  may  be 
recessed  for  such  periods  as  may  become  necessary  or  desirable  during  its  continuance. 

"I'he  election  of  Directors  to  replace  those  whose  terms  expire,  and  such  other  business 
as  is  provided  by  Article  111  of  the  Society’s  By-Laws,  shall  constitute  the  agenda  for 
this  meeting. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary. 


Mail  Votes  of  Board  of  IDirectors 

'I'wo  votes  by  mail  were  sent  out  January  5,  1944: 

No.  I approved  the  enlari'enient  of  No.  i of  the  Essay-Proof  Journ.^l  to  48  paires  plus  cover,  instead 
of  32  pattes  and  cover  as  previously  planned  by  the  Editor  and  informally  approved  without  vote,  at  Hoard 
.Meeting  of  December  8,  1943.  All  12  Directors  voted;  all  affirmative. 

No.  2 authorized  the  payment  of  three  bills  for  Journal  cuts  and  advertising  rate  cards.  All  12 
Directors  voted;  all  affirmative. 

SiF.PHKN  G.  Rich,  Secretary. 


Meeting  of  Tlie  Board  of  Directors,  Jan,  26,  1944 

President  Smeltzer  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  5.40  p.  m.,  at  the  Collectors  Club,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

The  members  of  the  Board  present  were;  Messrs.  Smeltzer,  Brazer,  Morris,  Myer  and  Rich;  and  proxies 

for  Messrs.  Costales,  Boyd,  Hennan,  Mitchel,  Sisson  and  Rosell. 

On  roll  call  by  the  Secretary,  a quorum  was  established. 

4'he  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  December  8,  1943  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Treasurer  presented  his  report,  of  this  date,  showing  $308.49  in  hand  in  bank,  with  all  bills 
previously  approved  through  Board  meeting  of  Dec.  8,  1943  paid.  Six  bills  for  Journal  matters.  Including 

those  authorized  by  Mail  Vote  No.  2,  were  ordered  paid. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Brazer,  the  Treasurer  was  directed  to  set  up  a separate  Journal  account. 

Editor  Brazer  presented  No.  i of  the  Journal  and  his  report,  together  with  bill  for  printing  of  this 
Journal.  The  bill  was  ordered  paid. 

On  motion,  the  publication  of  this  number  with  64  pages  and  cover  instead  of  48  pages  and  cover  as 
previously  approved  by  mail  vote,  was  approved. 

The  Secretary  reported  receipt  of  13  applications  for  membership  since  Dec.  8,  1942,  together  with 
dues  totaling  $47.23  received  with  these,  entered,  and  forwarded  to  the  Treasurer. 

The  Secretary  presented  29  applications  for  membership,  including  these  and  14  not  acted  upon  at 
the  Board  meeting  of  Dec.  8,  1943.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Brazer,  after  consideration  of  each  name,  these  29 
applicants  were  elected  to  membership,  making  a total  of  120  members. 

The  Secretary  presented  a list  of  6 applications  for  membership  in  hand  less  than  30  days.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Myer,  after  consideration  of  each  name,  these  6 were  elected  to  membership  as  of  the  dates  at 
which  each  will  oualify  in  regard  to  30  days  of  posting. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Brazer,  a mimeographed  post  card  proxy  form  for  use  of  Directors  was  adopted. 

,\t  6.23  p.  m.  on  motion,  the  Board  meeting  adjourned. 

Stkphkn  G.  Rich,  Secretary. 


Meeting  of  Board  of  Directors,  Marcli  8,  1944 

I’resident  Smeltzer  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  3-30  p.  m.  at  the  Collectors  Club,  New  \"ork,  N.  Y. 
7'he  members  of  the  Board  present  were;  Messrs.  Smeltzer,  Brazer,  Morris,  Myer,  Rich,  Rosell  and  Zervas  ; 
and  proxies  for  .Messrs.  Boyd,  Costales,  Hennan,  Mitchell  and  Sisson. 

On  roll  call  by  the  Secretary,  a quorum  was  established. 

7'he  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  Jan.  26,  1944  were  read  and  approved. 
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The  Treasurer  presented  his  report,  of  this  date,  showin,ii:  total  receipts  to  date  $802.2  s:  total  expendi- 
tures $442.03:  cash  on  hand  $339.42,  together  with  detailed  figures  for  various  accounts.  Bills  presented 
by  the  Treasurer  were  ordered  paid  in  connection  with  accepting  this  report. 

The  Secretary  reported  10  applicants  whose  applications  had  been  in  hand  more  than  30  davs  and  23 
in  hand  less  than  this  period.  On  motions,  those  applicants  now  posted  more  than  30  days  were  elected  to 
membership  and  those  posted  less  than  30  days  were  elected  to  membership  as  of  the  date  at  which  each 
would  qualify,  after  consideration  of  each  name.  (Motions  by  Brazer,  Zervas ; both  carried  unanimousl v.) 

The  Secretary  presented  the  matter  of  incorporating  this  Society,  which  had  been  laid  over  from 
January  26  since  information  had  not  then  been  received.  A communication  and  circular  of  information 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  j\Iinnesota  was  read.  Certain  advantages  of  iVIinnesota  incorporation  were 
discussed:  and  Dr.  Brazer  announced  that  Allyn  K.  Ford,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  kindly  offers  the  use  of  his 
office  as  corporate  address. 

On  motion  of  Zervas,  unanimously  carried,  Mr.  Ford’s  offer  was  accepted  and  the  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  proceed  with  the  incorporation  of  this  Society  under  Minnesota  laws. 

On  motion,  the  Treasurer  was  instructed  to  file  the  Federal  financial  statement  required  of  all 
associations. 

A communication  from  F.  S.  Hersey,  non-member  subscriber  for  the  Joukxal,  was  read,  relative  to 
publishing  certain  material,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  reply. 

A communication  from  Mr.  George  C.  Hahn  to  the  President,  on  establishing  a Sales  Department,  was 
read  and  discussed  at  some  length.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  take  up  with  Mr.  Hahn  the  plan  and 
method  of  operation  suggested  for  such  a Department. 

Aloved  by  Dr.  Rich  and  carried : That  this  Society  establish  a Sales  Department  for  Essays  and 
Proofs  only. 

Application  of  New  York  Chapter  No.  i for  a charter  as  a chapter,  together  with  draft  of  by-laws  for 
such  chapter  was  received.  On  motion,  passed,  the  chapter  charter  was  granted.  The  proposed  by-laws 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  for  consideration  and  as  a basis  for  uniform  Chapter  By-Laws. 

Editor  Brazer  reported  on  forthcoming  No.  2 of  the  Journ.al.  A’arious  matters  of  editorial  policy 
were  discussed.  On  motion,  passed,  an  issue  of  48  pages  and  covers  was  authorized  as  A"ol.  I,  No.  2. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Brazer,  passed: 

“That  a committee  be  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  an  Annual  Meeting,  to  be  held  at  Hotel 
Schroeder,  Alilwaukee,  Wis.,  on  Tuesday,  August  15,  1944”  that  this  decision  shall  be  announced  in 

the  Journal,  No.  2,  April,  1944. 

At  7.10  P.  M.  on  motion,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary. 


Animal  Convention 

The  Board  of  Directors  have  voted  to  hold  our  first  annual  meeting  and  convention 
at  the  Hotel  Schroeder  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  on  Tuesday,  August  15,  1944.  This  is 
the  day  preceding  the  A.  P.  S.  Convention  to  be  held  in  the  same  hotel,  so  it  should  he 
convenient  for  those  who  are  members  of  both  societies.  The  Milwaukee,  A.  P.  S.  Chapter 
will  have  an  exhibition  and  we  hope  there  will  be  a large  number  of  proof  exhibits  by 
A.  P.  S.  members.  A cup  has  been  offered  for  a proof  award.  As  the  S.  P.  A.  convention 
will  be  held  the  previous  week  in  Chicago,  an  effort  will  also  be  made  to  arrange  for  a 
meeting  of  E.  P.  S.  members  in  Chicago.  Look  for  all  details  in  the  July  Journal. 


Secretary's  Report 

Jan.  I to  March  31,  1944 

Your  Secretary’s  work  during  the  quarter  has  been  mainly  of  a routine  nature,  concerned  with  the 
details  of  admission  of  members  and  the  business  management  of  the  Journ.vl. 

The  growth  of  our  membership  from  120  to  139  during  the  three  months,  and  the  23  applications  now 

pending,  tell  the  story  of  the  Society’s  activity  better  than  any  amount  of  discussion.  Considering  that  our 
new  members  include  some  of  the  best  of  the  younger  earnest  students  of  stamps,  the  recent  secretary  of  the 
Chilean  Stamp  Club,  the  president  of  the  Central  Federation  of  Stamp  Clubs,  many  of  the  best-thought-of 
dealers,  etc.  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  standing  that  our  young  society  already  has  attained. 

The  list  of  applications  pending  includes  the  most  thorough  student  of  the  famous  Cape  M oodblock, 
and  numerous  others  whose  possible  contributions  to  our  activities  may  indeed  be  large  and  valuable. 

The  international  character  of  the  society,  with  Chile  and  South  Africa  represented  as  well  as  Canada, 
is  already  manifest. 

Your  secretary  cannot  close  without  a tribute  to  the  able  work  being  done  by  Messrs.  Smeltzer,  Brazer 
and  Morris,  whose  steady  activity  is  the  real  cause  of  our  growth  having  exceeded  all  expectations  for  so 
short  a period. 

At  this  writing,  your  secretary  and  member  Cieorge  C.  Hahn  are  working  jointly,  with  the  active  aid 

of  and  at  the  instruction  of  the  Directors,  on  the  organization  plan  for  an  Essay  and  Proof  Sales  Department. 


SrETHEN  (L  Run,  Secretary. 
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« » 

Mt*nib«“rs  adiuitted,  F(d).  1 to  Maicli  ;}I,  1J)44 

Mcnihcrs  atiinittcil  to  Feb.  i,  i<)44  are  in  ineinbership  roster  in  January  1944  Journal,  pp.  61-63. 
(Co.)  after  number  indicates  Contributin,i>:  .Member  for  1943-44. 
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W arner  Hates,  Wardsboro,  ^'ermont.  ( Foreiirn  postal  stationery:  dealer) 

Haul  F.  Herdatiier.  44  Hradford  Road,  Scarsdale,  N.  V'.  (Mexican  Air  .Mails) 

iM/S,i;t.  Robert  S.  Scola,  9th  Statistical  Unit,  A.  P.  ().  9^3,  c/o  Postmaster,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
P.  H.  'I'horp,  27  Koclas  Drive,  Netcontr,  New  Jersey.  ( U.  S.  Envelopes  including:  essays  and 
proofs) 

Ueonard  J.  Lewinson,  323  West  End  Ave.,  New  York  24,  N.  Y.  (Dealer;  U.  S.  Envelopes) 
John  K.  Rietdyk,  P.  O.  Hox  7,  Station  Y,  New  York  21,  N.  Y.  (Dealer;  Netherlands  Colonies 
includins;  essays  and  proofs) 

Carl  It.  Pelander,  343  F'ifth  Avenue,  New  York  17,  N.  Y.  (Dealer;  Scandinavia,  U.  S.  No. 
210) 

Paul  R.  Fernald,  P.  ().  Hox  22,  Cfeneva,  Illinois.  (Tax  Paid  and  Unlisted  Revenues  of  U.  S.) 
Arthur  Linz,  300  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  18,  N.  Y.  (Peru  Nos.  i to  20) 

Arthur  Hurijer,  90  Nassau  St.,  Nev\  York,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

Sidney  D.  Harris,  780  St.  Marks  Ave.,  Brooklyn  13,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

Mortimer  De  Grout,  iio  West  34  St.,  New  York  i,  N.  Y.  (Netherlands,  including  essays  and 
proofs) 

Eric  Steen  I'homson,  903  W'est  Tenth  St.,  Erie,  Penna.  (LL  S.) 

M'.  I’arsons  Todd,  36  Hill  St.,  Norristown,  New  Jersey  (U.  S.) 

Joseph  H.  Strauss,  116  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

F.  R.  Ferryman,  303  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  17,  N.  Y.  (Dealer  in  specialties) 

T/Sgt.  Lawrence  C,  Knutson,  9th  Statistical  Control  Unit,  A.  P.  O.  933,  c/o  Postmaster,  San 
Francisco,  Calif.  (Specialty  not  stated) 

William  H.  Heck,  4302  Mainheld  Road,  Baltimore  14,  Md.  (Color  Research  in  I’hilately) 

Earl  P.  L.  Apfelbaum,  32  North  i ith  St.,  Philadelphia,  Penna.  (Dealer) 

Mortimer  L.  Neinken,  330  Fifteenth  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  ( U.  S.) 

Philip  Little,  Jr.,  R.  D.  i,  Wayzata,  Minn.  (LL  S.  Revenues  including  essays  and  proofs) 
Max  Strassmann,  472  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

Anthony  C.  Russo,  1434  North  Kolin  Ave.,  Chicago,  111.  (U.  S.  Black  Jacks;  Italian  States) 
Norton  D.  York,  Riverside,  Wellsville,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  Postal  Stationery) 

F’rederick  R.  Kohn,  139  East  94  St.,  New  York  28,  N.  Y.  (Specialty  not  stated) 

William  L.  L.  Peltz,  82  State  St.,  Albany,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  Special  Delivery,  including  proofs) 
Charles  A.  Stonehill,  333  .Madison  Ave.,  New  York  22,  N.  Y.  (Fractional  Currency) 

J.  Arthur  Singmaster,  46  Durham  Road,  Bronx ville,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  and  British  North  America) 
George  B.  Sloane,  ii6  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

Henry  B.  Holcombe,  321  West  94  St.,  New  \"ork  23,  N.  Y.  (.Match  .Medicine  and  Beer 
stamps ) 

John  D.  Pope  HI,  818  Olive  St.,  St.  Louis  i.  Mo.  (L\  S.,  especially  Departments,  including 
essays  and  proofs ) 

Earl  Hamilton,  331  Bush  St.,  San  Francisco  4,  Calif.  (Dealer) 

Monroe  Marlowe,  413  Kenoak  Drive,  Pomona,  Calif.  (Tete  beche  and  se-tenant  pairs:  Postal 
Cards) 

Henry  Gates,  418  Overlook  Drive,  Alliance^  Ohio.  (Canada) 

Norman  R.  Hoover,  39  Union  Square,  New  York  3,  N.  Y.  ( LL  S.) 

A.  L.  I.owe,  Jr.,  (\L  D.,  P.  O.  Box  38,  Robinson,  Illinois  (No  specialty) 

Derek  Palmer,  Casilla  2393,  Santiago  de  Chile,  Chile  (Poland) 

Dante  S.  Bolaffi,  .M.  D.,  331  F’ifth  Avenue,  New  York  17,  N.  Y.  (Dealer:  Proofs  of  Sicily) 
Theodore  E.  Steinway,  107  M'est  37th  St.,  New  York  19,  N.  Y.  (.Many  specialties) 


('Iianj>es  in  Moniborshi})  List 

Jan.  I to  March  31,  1944 

Changes  of  address: 

30  Joseph  A.  Arbib,  New  \’ork,  N.  Y.  to:  3636  Johnson  .\ve..  New  ^ork  63,  N.  (correction) 

113  Howard  S.  Lederer,  New  York,  N.  Y.  to:  1037  Park  Ave.,  New  York  28,  N.  Y.  (correction) 

I 13  S.  J.  Caraher,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  to:  Chief  Accountant,  Alabama  Ordnance  Works,  P.  O.  Box 
270,  Sylacuaija,  Ala. 
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Change  of  Member  Status: 

C 8 (Co.)  Dr.  Carroll  Chase,  Alilforcl,  N.  H.  to  Charter  Contributing  ^Member. 
Change  of  Member’s  title: 

C 89  Capt.  Crawford  L.  Donohugh,  Washington,  D.  C.  to  Major. 


Applications  t‘01*  Moniborship  Received 

March  i to  April  i,  1944 

To  be  admitted  if  qualifying,  between  April  8 and  April  30,  1944.  Listed  in  the  order  in  which 
received,  with  tentative  membership  numbers. 

160  Emil  Bruechig,  522  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  18,  N.  Y.  (Dealer;  Airmails  including  Essays 

and  Proofs) 

16 1 Norman  Serphos,  i West  47  St.,  New  York  19,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

162  Charles  S.  Gridley,  15  Wellington  Place,  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey  (3  cents  1851) 

^^3  Allyn  K.  Ford,  100  North  7th  St.,  Alinneapolis  3,  Alinn.  (No  specialty  stated) 

164  Robert  Aliebauer,  134  Nassau  St.,  New  \ ork  7,  N.  Y.  (C.  S.  including  essays  and  proofs) 

165  Lester  Jankowski,  10  South  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago  3,  111.  (Poland) 

166  Martin  G.  Schneckenburger,  339  Sycamore  St.,  East  Aurora,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  and  Photos  of 

Designs) 

167  S.  Kellogg  Stryker,  731  Midland  Road,  Oradell,  New  Jersey  (Dealer) 

168  Irwin  Heiman,  2 West  46  St.,  New  York  19,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

169  Edson  J.  Fifield,  300  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  18,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

I/O  William  G.  Fenton,  68  Nevins  Ave.,  Longmeadow  6,  Mass.  (Covers,  LL  S.  and  Foreign;  U.  S. 

stamps ) 

17 1 Robert  O.  Truman,  160  Hillside  Ave.,  River  Edge,  New  Jersey  (Greece,  including  essays  and 

proofs) 

172  A.  Jurgens,  26  Woodside  Road,  Tamboers  Kloof,  Capetown,  South  Africa  (Cape  of  Good  Hope 

and  Bechuanaland,  including  Essays  and  Proofs) 

173  James  E.  Mason,  626  Wendover  St.,  Philadelphia  28,  Penna.  (U.  S.) 

174  Frederick  H.  Durfee,  P.  O.  Bo.x  126,  Gloversville,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  stamps  and  Postal  Cards) 

175  Stephen  D.  Lyon,  31  Empire  St.,  Providence  3,  R.  1.  (Dealer) 

176  Jere  Hess  Barr,  333  Penn  St.,  Reading,  Penna.  (Early  Foreign  Covers) 

177  John  A.  Fox,  Floral  Park,  L.  L,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

178  Walter  S.  Arn,  3418  Cottman  St.,  Philadelphia  24,  Penna.  (Postal  stationery) 

179  J-  Fred  Emerson,  D.  D.  S.,  829  Park  Ave.,  Baltimore  i,  Md.  (Brazil  to  1889) 

180  Alichael  Aliller,  26  South  Calvert  St.,  Baltimore  2,  Aid.  (U.  S.  and  Danish  West  Indies,  includ- 

ing essays  and  proofs;  Ballons  Alontes) 

t8i  Archy  S.  Alyers,  7024  Georgian  Road,  Philadelphia  38,  Penna.  (Belgium  1849-61,  including 

Essays) 

182  Joseph  A.  Worcester,  Jr.,  413  Clinton  Ave.,  Bridgeport  5,  Conn.  (Nicaragua,  Liberia) 


Advertisements 


For  Rates  See  Page  1. 


Wanted  tor  Collections. 


Frajiee  Type  S:ij;e  1<S7(>-1JKK)  e.ssay.s  & 
proofs  wanted.  No;  I cIo  not  want  any 
earlier  or  later  French  material.  Still 
wanting-  Orang-e  Free  State,  Stellaland  and 
Zultiland  es.says  or  proofs  if  they  exist. 
Stephen  G.  Flich,  Verona,  New  Jersey. 


The  l>ook  “Kssais  uiid  Proheii  cler  TIrief-. 

Porto-,  Teleg-raphen-,  Stempelmarken  und 
Ganzsachen  von  Bayern”  by  E.  Steng-er 
(1918).  Also  ])rof)fs,  essays,  reference  ma- 
terial and  other  literature  of  Bavaria.  S. 
J.  (■’arahei-,  P.  O.  Box  270  (.1),  Sylacaug-a, 
.Alabama. 


New  South  Wale.s,  .A/.  Seott  No.  44,  Proof 
in  orig-inal  color  “Alauve”  or  any  other  odd 
items  of  this  stamp.  AVm.  H.  Beck,  4502 
Alainfield  Ave.,  Baltimore  14,  Aid. 


Foreig’ii  e.ss;iys,  proof.s,  speeiiueiis  and 

covers — bought,  sold  and  exchangred.  Nica- 
rag-ua  and  Liberia  especially  desired.  J. 
AVorcester,  415  Clinton  Ave.,  Bridgreport  5, 
Conn, 


Wanted  by  Dealers. 


I wjtiif  to  hiiy — F.  S.  Plate  Proofs  on 
India  and  cardh(')ard  of  1847.  1 808,  65P. 

OOP.  7 IP.  112P.  210DP.  220 P.  tUarenee  AV. 
Br;izer,  415  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  17. 
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THK  NKW  VOIJIv  >1.\I{IvI:T  IS 

THI<:  WOKLO’S  ro  UTMOST 

Now  In  'I'iilK*' 

to  Soli  your  t'ol loot  ion  or  hotter  g^rade 
dupliiatos.  Hxpoit  oataloKint?-  Oash  ad- 
va!ua‘s.  Prompt  sottlomont.  Lar^o  room 
attendance.  Write  hofore  sending. 

•jt.'Imi  sai.k  aimiii,  mil 

'I'lio  ••>laNtor  I'riiitor”  Outfit  enables  the 
amateur  to  letter  and  write  up  his  collec- 
tion with  professional  skill.  Complete, 
F.O.lh,  ($5.00)  N.  V.  City,  weight  9 lbs.) 

'I’lio  “l*riiilo-0->latio,”  the  Automatic 
Self-feeding  Post  Card  Stencil  Duplicator. 
The  Pest  and  Lowest  Priced  ($10.00  with 
Supplies)  on  the  Market.  Send  for  Free 
Descriptive  Circulars. 

OH  1.. MAN  (i  ALLKKIKS 

11  ({(.I.)  N’assiiu  St.  (Est.  1912)  Y. 

Monlhlv  Aiielion  Sales 

• • • 

April  21  and  22,  1944 

At  The  Collectcrs  Club  in  New  York 

U.  S.  1869  PROOFS 

Plate  proofs  on  India  in  blocks 
of  four,  a set  of  singles  on  card- 

board  and  a full  set  of  four  1 5c, 
24c,  30c,  and  90c  with  side  sheet 
margins  of : 

1869  INVERTS 

WRITE  FOR  A CATALOG  TO 

Laurence  & Stryker 

7J  East  42nil  St.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

1 Waiiii  iSell 

itIH  €»l* 

HUNGARIAN  PRECANCELS 

Over  1300  items;  the  collection 
on  which  the  Hoover  Catalog 
for  this  country  is  based. 

Price  on  request. 

M icK  II 

\ i\.  J. 

A IDce  Luxe  Collection  of 

U.  S.  & General  Foreign 

U.  S.  STAMPS 

AUCTION  SALE 

Sold  by  Order  of 

April  24  and  25,  1944 

MR.  F.  W.  BOHLE 

A nice  lot  of  over  85  lots  of 

of  Oakland,  California 

1847  issue  stamps. 

In  Our  Auction 

U.  S.  1847  Die  and  Plate  Proofs 

June  i,  2,  3,  1944. 

In  Normal  and  Trial  Colors 

Write  for  Illustrated  Catalog. 

e 

Revenue  Essays 

Also  complete  sheets  of  182E-A  to  191E-A, 

Future  Sales  In  Preparation 

Plate  I of  ic,  3c,  7c,  24c,  90c,  four  of  each, 

Often  Contain 

and  Plate  2 of  2c,  6c,  12c,  30c,  four  of  each, 
on  old  ivory  paper  imperforate,  essayed  by 

ESSAYS  & PROOFS. 

Philadelphia  Bank  Note  Co. 

Get  On  Our  Mailing  Fist 

NKNIt  Foil  A C ATALOI^ 

CARL  E.  PELANDER 

Valhaii  Moziae, 

Inc, 

.•0.1.1  FIFTH  AVEXFF 

On  A])!'.  20th  we  move  to  oT.I*  Fifth  Ave. 

505  Fifth  Ave.,  New  Yo 

rk  17,  X.  Y. 

AEW  YOHK  17.  X.  V. 
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liilc^rcvsiecl  ill 

i»iiiicii  Asi.^  c; 

llrigiiial  llraivings 
and 

£x<*€^ptioiial  Pie4*€v« 
£^.%a>\^  and  Prank's 
United  §!tates  and  Foreign 


Thos.  F.  Jllorris 

tiO  £ast  42nd  !§»treet 
rVeiv  York,  17,  lY.  Y. 


OBSOLETE 
BANK  NOTES 

With  portraits  of  Franklin  and 
Washington  from  same  dies 
used  later  for  U.  S.  1847 
stamps,  and  with  imprint  of 
RAWDON  , WRIGHT  & 
HATCH.  Note  with  either  por- 
trait, $5.00.  Both  portraits  on 
same  note  (very  scarce),  $10. 
Notes  with  this  imprint,  or 
RAWDON,  WRIGHT,  HATCH 
&■  EDSON,  but  with  other  de- 
signs, $2.  each.  Fine  to  crisp. 
Returnable  if  not  satisfactory. 

J.  Blanchard 

1 Sheridan  Sq.,  New  York  14,  N.  Y. 


Postal  Stationery 

Fine  stock  of  unused  and  used 
stamped  envelopes,  postal  cards, 
letter-cards,  wrappers  etc.  of  all 
Foreign  countries  and  United 
States  postal  cards. 

Selections  gladly  sent  on  ap- 
proval or  want  lists  filled. 

SI^ECIAL  OFFER:  63  varie- 
ties of  revalued  ic  on  2C  U.  S. 
postal  cards,  both  single  and  with 
paid  reply,  including  the  ic  on  ic 
red  IVIcKinley  error  card,  listed 
by  Bartels  1937  catalog  at  S25.90, 
postpaid  and  insured  for  $12.25. 

Dr.  W.  I.  Mitchell 

BBS  Vassal*  Avenue,  Derkeley  S,  Calif. 


F.  S.  Proofs 

F.  S.  Essa;ys 

I have  in  stock  a nearly  COMPLETE 
line  of  U.  S.  plate  proofs,  on  ('ard  Board 
and  India  Paper  in  singles  and  Blocks 
cf  4.  Also  Die  Proofs.  Also  an  extra- 
ordinary stock  of  Essays,  including 
complete  line  of  the  small  numeral  18  69 
essays  in  singles  and  blocks  of  4.  The 
Atlanta  Trial  Colors  Nearly  Complete 
in  Singles.  Also  a complete  stock  of 
postage,  departments  and  newspapers 
overprinted  “SPECIMEN”  and  “SAM- 
PLE.” Carry  a most  complete  stock  of 
REVENUE  PROOFS. 

Would  be  glad  to  submit  on  approval 
selections  of  above  at  very  attractive 
prices. 

“Oldest  specialized  dealer  in  Essays  & 
Proofs  in  the  United  States.” 

M.  .1.  FILXSTKR 

110  Country  Club  Dr.,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 
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You  Will  Save  Time  and  Money 

with 

AMERICA’S  LARGEST  CATALOGUE 

OF  SETS 

1944  Edition  (200  Pages  Illustrated) 
offering  over  8800  sets  of  the  world 

(Airmails,  (’oinimMiiorativos,  S(‘iiii- 
INvst.,  Miiiiat shoots,  H<‘j»iilar  issiios, 
lii'.  Col.,  Jiibiloos,  Coronations,  Fr.  Col., 
Dntoli  Colonials,  Amorioa’s,  Var.  Colloo., 
pa(“k(‘ts,  oto.,  olo.) 

Solid  loo  for  your  copy,  (to  oovor  for- 
wardinj*  oliar«»os)  and  dodnot  from  first 
.Sl.dd  ord<‘i*. 

NOTF:  Of  oonrst‘,  whon  tlio  War  is  ovor, 
wo  will  1)(‘  tin*  lioad<|iiai‘tors  for  Essays 
cV  l*rcofs  of  Enrojioan  and  othor 
ooiintrios. 

Anew  york  stamp  co.,  inc. 

559  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


A IJC  I lOAS 

Monthly  Sales 

^ ♦ 

We  Want  I^'ine  Material  For 
Future  Sales. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Specialties 

Essays  : Proofs  : Souvenir 

Issues. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Also  A Superb  Stock  of 
Unusual  Items. 

F.  R.  Ferryman  Stamps  Inc.  A 

.'lOo.l  Fifth  Avoniio,  Now  York  17,  N.  V. 


Atlanta 


Trial  Color  Proofs 


Agrieiilf lire  01TC-09TC  Com- 
plete Set  in  Biack  $ 

Cat. 

45.00 

Price 

$17.50 

•lii.sMi'e 

plete 

()25TC-034TC 
Set  in  Blue  . . . . 

Com- 

40.00 

16.50 

.Inst  ice 

plete 

025TC-034TC 
Set  iu  Brown  . , 

Com- 

40.00 

16.50 

.lii.stice 

l)lete 

025TC-034TC 
Set  in  Black  . . , 

Com- 

50.00 

18.50 

.Iii.sf  ice 

plete 

025TC-034TC 
Set  in  Green  . . . 

Com- 

40.00 

16.50 

.\  e 1 V s 1 1 ; 1 1 1 e r .s  P R 9 T C - P R 3 2 T C 
(''omplete  Set  24  values  . . . 

72.00 

31.00 

Specimen  Overprints 


.Inslioo  025-34S  Complete  Set 

well  centered  202.50  47.50 

Stale  057-0078  Complete  Set 

well  centered  108.00  41.00 

( 'ol  II III  Ilia  II  .Set  Ic  to  $4.00 

Card  Proofs  slightly  faded  — 12.50 

istai  :;0c  121F3  India  Block  4 — 20.00 


Broadway  Stamp  Co. 

149J  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 


Atlanta  Proofs 

Sets  in  five  colors  on  thin  card 
made  in  i88i  for  the  International 
Cotton  Exhibition  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

I can  supply  most  of  the  De- 
partments and  Newspapers  in 

singles,  and  many  in  blocks. 

Let  me  know  what  you  require 
and  I will  furnish  quotations. 

Ecideee  N,  Costales 


99 J Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 
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SCOTT  NO. 

I am  ^oin^  to 

ESSAY 

33 

3c  - 1851 

to  send  you 

• 

PROOF! 

COVERS, 

COMPLETE  PLATES. 

I want  to  buy  for  myself : 

Essays,  Proofs,  Stamps,  Covers. 

SHADES,  CANCELS. 

1 want  to  sell  to  you  : 

COLLATERAL  MATERIAL, 

United  States  Stamps 

and  Covers. 

VARIETIES, 

FANCY  MARKINGS. 

I will  sell  for  you  at  auction : 

Anything  desirable. 

WITH  UNUSUAL 

I will  sell  to  you  at  auction : 

COMPLETENESS  IN  EACH 

The  finest  material  obtainable. 

CATEGORY 

♦ > ♦ 

• 

Hundreds  of  more  than  satisfied 

BANK  NOTES  AND  PROOFS 

sellers,  and  thousands  of  pleased 

• 

buyers  m the  past  1 1 years  are 

your  guarantee  of  fair  treatment 

Correspondence  Invited. 

|sXjlvc,sVc^v  colb\|| 

Herman  Herst,  Jr, 

116  Nassam  StrvCvCt 

505  Fiffh  Avenue 

New  York  7,  N,  Y, 

NEW  YORK  17,  N.  Y. 

Member,  lA’ery  Heading  Society. 

1 
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Letters 

by 

Asher  B.  Driraed 

or 


Cyrus  Durand 

WHAT  HAVE  YOU? 

Frank  W*  Rosell 

90  State  Street 
AUbaoy  7,  New  York 


WE  WILL  BUY 

United  States  Cardboard 
and 

Indla  Proofs 

as  well  as  any  other  fine 

United  States 
Items. 

Top  prices,  immediate 
payments. 

Let  us  know  what  you  have 
to  offer. 

H,  E3  Harris  & Co» 

108  Mass.  Avenue 
BOSTON  17,  MASS. 


SCOTT’S 

BRUCE  POST  SPECIAL 
BLANK  AT, BUM 

One  of  the  finest  albums  ever  made 

Post  type  binder  bound  in  three  quarter  red,  green  or  black 
genuine  Morocco  leatlier.  Fifty  pages  8^2x10}^  made  of 
Crane’s  Bond  paper  with  glassine  interleaving.  Each  album 
supplied  with  slip  case  to  match  the  binder. 

PICH  E .si:l.>o 

Get  it  from  your  Dealer. 

SCOTT  PUBLICATIONS,  Inc. 

I \K\  I7lh  Xew  York.  I5L  Y.  V. 
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^ Check  the  AUCTIONS 


of 

• Our  efficient  and  up 
to  date  auction  ser- 
vice offers  a sound 
method  of  disposing 
of  your  collection. 


IRWIN 

HEIMAN 


• Careful  and  accurate  descriptions  as  well  as  intelligent 
grouping  of  lots  assures  the  buyer  satisfaction  and  the 
seller  maximum  results. 

ALL  CATALOGUES  ARE  PERSONALLY  PREPARED 

BY  IRWIN  HEIMAN. 

• We  are  not  specialists  in  any  particular  groups  of  stamps 
but  operate  as 


GENERAL  PHILATELIC 
BROKERS. 


If  you  contemplate  disposing  of  your  stamps  at  either 
PUBLIC  OR  PRIVATE  SALE  be  sure  to  Communicate 
with  us.  Liberal  advances  pending  sale  can  be  arranged. 

Early  dates  and  attractive  terms. 

Information  Cheerfully  Given. 

Catalogues  on  Request. 

IRWIN  HEIMAN 

2 WEST  46TH  STREET  Jk  NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 

Longacre  5-1959 
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20th  Centery  Die  Proofs 

We  Jiave  tJie  folio  wing  011  liaiid  aed  will  be 
pleased  to  quote  our  met  prices. 


No.  List 

323I’  to  327L — Full  size  large  tiie  proofs  $ 7^50.00 

33iI’to  342l’ — Small  die  proofs  from  the  “Roosevelt” 

hook  1800.00 


331  1’  to  342I’ — Large  die  proofs  cut  down  (35x40mm)  (4800.00) 
333L,  336P,  338I’  to  342P — Small  size  large  die  proofs  (2800.00) 

342d'C — Small  die  proof  

55  iP  to  573P,  622P,  623P — Complete  set  of  full 
size  large  die  proofs  signed  by  either  Harry 


S.  New,  John  H.  Bartlett,  Hubert  Work  or 

Irving  Glover  332i;.oo 

61  I P — Large  die  proof,  signed  Harry  S.  New,  Post- 
master General  200.00 

C2P — Large  die  proof 1000.00 

C4I’  to  C6P — Full  size  large  die  proofs  signed  Harry  S. 

New  1 9;; 0.00 

C7I’  to  C9l^ — Full  size  large  die  proofs  signed  Harry  S. 

New  1950.00 

CioP — Full  size  large  die  proof  signed  Harry  S.  New  650.00 

CiiP — Full  size  large  die  proof  signed  Harry  S.  New  750.00 

Fi6P — Fidl  size  large  die  proof  signed  F'dwin  C. 

Madden  150.00 

F^7P — Full  size  large  die  proof  signed  G.  von  L.  Meyer  200.00 

IfyP — Small  die  proof  50.00 

FiyP — Small  size  large  die  proof 

E12P  to  E14P — Full  size  large  die  proofs  signed 

Hubert  Work  575.00 

FiP — Small  die  proof  50.00 

J77P — Full  size  large  die  proof  signed  Walter  F. 

Brown  100.00 

JQiP  to  JQ^P — Small  die  proofs  375.00 

()i2i,  122,  123,  126P — Small  die  proofs  300.00 

QEi  to  QE.4AP — Full  size  large  die  proofs  signed 

Harry  S.  New  600.00 


Economist  Stamp  Co*,  Inc* 


87  J Nassau  Street 


New"  York  7*  N,  Y. 


I 20 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal 


A Magnificent  Collection  of 

United  States 


E 


Proof §9  and  Trial 
Colors 


Has  been  placed  with  me  to  sell  at 

AUCTION 

The  Latter  Part  of  May,  1944 


1847 — Grand  lot  of  die  proofs,  proofs  and  color 
trials  including  complete  sheets  of  50  each  of  the 
reproductions  on  both  India  and  card. 

1869 — The  four  inverts  and  many  rare  die  proofs, 
including  the  rare  ATLANTA  PLATE  PROOFS 
practically  complete. 

Also 

A large  assortment  of  die  and  plate  proofs  of 

Departments,  Dues  and  Periodicals. 

Illustrated  catalogue  on  request. 

EIJGE]\E  I\h  COSTALES 

NASSAU  ST.  (A.S.I».A.>  NEW  YOlIK  7.  N.  Y. 


A 

DOUBLE  FEATUBE 
lA  OUB 

AUCTION  SALES 


ESSAYS  and  PROOFS 

D 

Many  rare  and  unique  items  in  this  field  pass  through  our  hands.  If 
you  are  interested  in  buying  or  selling  proofs  or  essays  — United  States  or 
Foreign  — we  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you. 

POSTAGE  STAMPS 

United  States  « British  Colonies  - Air  Mails 

General  Foreign 

If  you  buy  or  sell  at  Auction  you  owe  it  to  yourself 
to  investigate  the  services  offered  by 


HARMER.  ROOKE  & CO. 


THE  WORLD’S  LEADING  STAMP  AUCTIONEERS 

560  FITTH  AVENUE  NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 

# 


H.  R.  HARMER... 

IVEW  VOBK  and  LONDON 

There  will  be  something  of  interest 
to  every  Collector  and  Dealer  in  the 
following  outstanding  Auctions. 


Catalogues  free  on  request 


TO  VENDORS 

The  season  is  now  yetting  zvell  advanced,  and  potential  vendors 
should  not  delay  in  getting  in  touch  with  us  to  arrange  sale 
dates.  Maximum  results,  and  liberal  advances  pending  realisation. 


H.  n.  HARMER.  Inc 


32  EAST  57th  STREET 


XEW  YORK  22,  A.  Y. 


